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ACCOUNT OF THE THIRTEEN I'H TOUii. 

10th to 23rd October 1903 , 


Ilis Excellency the Governor, accompanied bv 
Captain li. L. Matthews, Aide-de-Camp, left Ootaca- 
mund at 10-30 a.m. on Saturday the 1 Oth of October 
on tour to the Anamalais, Her Excellency the Lady 
Ampthill drove down with His Excellency as far as 
Coonoor, whence she returned to Ootacamund. At 
Coonoor, Mr. Mullaly, the Collector of the Nilgiris, 
and Major Mansel Commanding Durham Light 
Infantry were at the station to see His Excellency 
off. Mr. C. Brooke-Leggatt, Superintendent of 
Rail way .Police, and Mr. Lushington-Taylor, District 
traffic Superintendent, M.R.O., travelled with His 
Excellency. At Alettupalaiyam, His Excellency was 
met by Mr. Muhammad Raza Khan, the Collector 
of Coimbatore, and Major Simpson, I.M.S., District 
Medical and Sanitary officer. Leaving Mettupalaiyam 
at 3-24 i>.m. by the mail train, His Excellency 
reached Coimbatore at 4-28, where he met several 
District officers and others who were present on the 
platform. He then partook of tea provided by the 
Collector in a tent which was very prettily arranged 
by Mrs. Simpson and Airs. Bird. Leaving tho station 
at about 5 p.m., His Excellency drove to Pollachi in 
a four-wheeled dog-cart, attended by Air. Lonsdale, 
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the Superintendent of Police, who rode on horseback 
for the first 3 mile.3 and drove in a jutka for the 
rest of tho journey. His Excellency and party 
arrived at Pollachi at about 7-30 p.m., and put up in 
the Head Assistant Collector’s bungalow. At G a.m. 
the next morning (Sunday), His Excellency left 
Pollachi by road and arrived at Valandorai, at foot of 
the ghaut, at about 8 a.m. Here he was met by Mr. 
de Winton, the Chief Engineer and Secretary to 
Government, Public AVorks Department, Major Ellis, 
R.E., the Public Works Department officers con¬ 
nected with tho Anamalai ghaut road, and Mr. Raza 
Kltan, the Contractor, who has done all tli9 work. 
Changing horses here, His Excellency drove up the 
steep zig-zag ascent to Attikatti, 7 miles distant, 
whore the party arrived at about 10 a.m., and put up 
in the new Public Works Department bungalow, 
which was only commenced in August and has thus 
been completed with remarkable celerity. Mi-. Colin 
Mackenzie met His Excellency here and Major Ellis 
also stayed the night, and the whole party were the 
guests of Mr. de Whiten. After luncheon in the 
afternoon His Excellency walked up Ibex Hill. 

At 7 a.m. tho next day, Monday, 12th October, 
His Excellency and party, which included Captain 
Matthews, Mr, de Winton and Mr. Colin Mackenzie, 
left Attikatti and rode 10 miles to Puthentotum. 
This is the name of a coffee estate, the property of 
Mr. C. Marsh, an enterprising planter, who has just 
completed a new bungalow, in the Swiss Chalet style, 
built entirely of timber felled on the estate. Besides 
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Mr - ^ arsil ’ His Excellency was also met here by 
Messrs. Wmdle, Congreve and Watt vyho were 
staying in the bungalow. In the afternoon His 
Excellency walked round the estate. 

At. 9 a.m. the next day, Tuesday, 13th October 
His Excellency left Puthenlotum on horseback on 
a tour of inspection and rode through the various 
estates m the neighbourhood. IT e saw also Messrs, 
In <iy, i uir & Co.’s cardamom clearings, and 
inspected the new buildings and plant wlnclr are in 
course of erection. Continuing bis ride, His Excol- 
ency reached Monica estate at about 2 i>.m., where a 
argo party of the planters had assembled to moot 
H s Excellency and lay before him their grievances. 

■ ie whole party lunched together and the planters 

, ‘ . ^ an audience with the Governor 

lasting tor two hours, in the course of which several 
points were raised by them and. answered by IJi 9 - 
excellency. The following extract from an article 

m ic Madras Mail, gives a clear idea of the 
conference y 

“tow Amfthill IHE A Mj| , ai Pukt ,„. 

In pursuance of his policy of endeavouring to g ct to tho 
root of 1«, ‘grievances ’ fa 

'» loarilg iw 

sot forth m a formal address, His Excellency tho Governor 

thTpf 1 rCC6n \ VISlt t0 the Anflmalai Hills met several of 
the 1 lanteis at the Monica bungalow on tho 13th instant 

sil l I. . a long and interesting talk with them nt,.. * *, . ’ 
prosppots and wants TL, ££ 

Messrs. A\ mdle, Marsh, Walsh, Congreve, Duncan, Watt 
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and several others. They seemed to bo very hopeful and 
confident of the success of their newly developed District. 
Messrs. Finlay, Muir and Co. are putting up expensive 
buildings and machinery ; the Monica estate is employing 
Singhalese workmen to build a tea factory ; while one of 
the Planters has constructed at considerable cost a wooden 
bungalow in the style of a Swiss Chalet. Several estates have 
been opened up and cultivation has already made a consider¬ 
able advance. In 1902-0 3, 74 tons of coffee were harvested, 
as against 103, tons in 1901-02, and the crops now' on the 
trees are estimated at I3t> tons. Cardamoms are oxpected to 
yield 34.000 lbs. this year ; last year the yield was 18,015 lbs. 
This year's emp of tea is estimated at 50,000 lbs., and tho 
following crop at 150,000 lbs. All this looks like develop¬ 
ment and prosperity, and if better times are in store for 
coffee, tho Anamalai District, with its newly-planted soil and 
favourable climate, ought to do well. 

The first and principal request put forward by tho 
Planters was that certain branch roads should be constructed. 
This request, was preferred in an Address presented to His 
Excellency at Coimbatore last yoar; and His Excellency, 
while promising to give his attention to the subject, which 
was undoubtedly important from the point of view of tho 
expansion of planting, pointed out that the construction of 
the Ghaut road had cost a great deal more than was 
originally anticipated, and expressed a fear that it might 
not be possible to provide money for the construction of 
branch roads as fast the Planters wished. The branch 
road8 more particularly asked for on the present occasion 
were:— 

1. A bandy road from Peralai to Monica, a distance of 7 
miles, to servo Puthentotum estate (400 acres under culti¬ 
vation), Stamnore (795 acres under cultivation) and Castle- 
croft (285 acres uuder cultivation). 
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2. A bridle-path from Stanmore to where the Serabun- 
dera bridle-path now stops, a distanoe of 4 miles. This 
would serve Serabundera which bas 100 aores under culti¬ 
vation and is 4 miles from the Ghaut Eoad. 

3. The conversion into a bandy road of the existing 
bridle-path from Monica to Karangamudi, a distance of 4 
miles. This would servo the Karangamudi Estate, which 
has 400 acres under cultivation and is 4 miles from the 
Ghaut Eoad, and also enable cultivation in two other blocks 
to be extended. 

Mr. do Winton, c.i.e., Chief Engineer, who was also 
present at the interview, thought that the roads and bridle- 
paths could bo made for about Iis. 35,000. His Excellency 
could not give any definite promise that thoso roads would 
bo constructed by Government, but promised to consider tho 
request carefully on his return to Madras, and expressed a 
hope that it might be found possible to meet the Planters’ 
wishes in the matter. The question of the maintenance of 
the Ghaut Eoad was then diseussod. Tho Planters were 
anxious that it should bo maintained by the P.W.D. as the 
District Board has not the requisite funds to spare for the 
purpose. Hls Excellency promised to refer the point to the 
Departments concerned for consideration. 

The next point raised was tho revision of the terms of 
the leases, so as to enable Planters to cut and trade freely in 
the timber growing on their lands. His Excellency consid¬ 
ered ouch a request quite inadmissible, as also the next one, 
that the Section of tho leases which prohibits Planters from 
trading in minor forest produce should be expunged. It 
appears to be true enough that the Kaders (local hill tribe) 
trespass on the estates and commit theft of minor produce ; 
but tho point was fully considered at the time the leases 
were drawn up, and the Section was deliberately inserted in 
pursuance of a promise made by Government to the jungle 
iq lk. 
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The last request made was that rubber might be included 
in the schedule of plantation products. This seems reason¬ 
able. Rubber is not indigenous on these hills, but has been 
imported aDd cultivated by several of the Planters. No 
hardship would, therefore, bo caused to tho Kaders by its 
being classified as a plantation produot. Tho Conference 
ended with sonic di: cussion about tho applicability of tho 
Planters habour Act to tho oircumstanoes of the Anamalai 
Hills.” 

After the conference concluded, His Excellency 
and party walked back to Puthentoturn, examining 
estates and clearings which he had not seen during 
his morning ride, and reached Mr. Marsh’s bungalow 
at about 7 p.m. His Excellency met here a party of 
nine at dinner. 

At (5 a.m. tho next day, 14th October, His 
Excellency accompanied by Captain Matthews and 
Messrs, de Winton and Colin Mackenzie, left Puthen- 
totum and rode to Iyapadi bungalow, whore- Mr. 
de Winton left the party. Here, elephants, coolies, 
shikaris and Pooliars were assembled. Starting again 
at 9 a.m. the party walked up the steep mountain side 
along a path cut by the Forest Department, followed 
by the camp which came up slowly. Measured by time, 
flic ascent up the steep to the edge of the grass slopes 
took hours. Hero a herd of bison was sighted, 
and His Excellency commenced to stalk them; but 
before he could get near, the animals wore alarmed 
by tho noiseoi' the approaching camp and disappeared 
into dense jungle. 

From K e ram par a i, where they had camped for the 
night, the party started out nr G-30 a.m. on the 15th 
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and went into the jangle. No bison coaid be seen* 
but they stalked a herd of ibex unsuccessfully. His 
Excellency and party returned to camp at Kerem- 
parai at dark. 

The next morning, 16th, His Excellency and 
party started out again at 6-30, the camp following 
two hours later ; the day, however, proved unsuccess¬ 
ful, for nothing could be seen and no sport whatever 
could be had. At 6 p.m. the party moved into a new 
camp at Conalaur (Prince’s camp). 

Saturday, 17tb, also w'as a blank day. His Excel¬ 
lency was out all day, but except two unsuccessful 
stalks after ibex, nothing was done. Captain 
Matthews went out separately. 

Next morning, Sunday, His Excellency went out 
at 6-30. He wounded a saddleback late in the 
afternoon, but darkness came on before it could be 
found, and so the party returned into camp again. 
r J he next day, 10th October, IIis Excellency was 
more fortunate and shot two saddlebacks. Mr. 
C olin Mackenzie shot another after an exciting and 
difficult stalk. Captain Matthews who went out 
separately had a shot, but missed his game. On 
Monday 20th, His Excellency left Princes camp 
at 6 a m. and walked back to Iyapadi, which he 
reached at 6 p.m. after trying in vain to get some 
sport on the way. 

His Excellency and party left Iyapadi at 6 a.m, 
on the 21st, where Mr. Coliu Mackenzie took leave 
of His Excellency. The party rode on to Attikatti. 
where His Excellency spent all the middle of the 

7 <? 
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day in clearing up arrears of work which, had 
accumulated. His Excellency left Attikatti at 3-30 
p.m. and walked to foot of tho ghaut., and drove from 
there to Pollachi, whore he arrived at 6-30and stayed 
with Mr. Waller, tho Head Assistant Collector. On 
the 22nd, IIis Excellency had interviews with Eyed 

Ftikrudin fialiib mid Mir Mulm miiuul Ohouae Sahib, 

Tnbfiildnr r>f PolMli, and loft at 1 P.M. by road for 

P<5(liUiur s <»Mcorb tL by Mr Lon -iUilo, thw SuparitlJ end- 

ont of Police, At Fddminr Hi.q Excolloncy stayed 

for nearly 1 y liourn in flio bungalow of Mr. Lushing- 

ton-Taylor, the District Traffic Biiporiiitendontof Iho 

Madras Railway Company, until tho mail train from 
M6ttiip:ilaiyarn earao in. At the station His Excel¬ 
lency was joined by Mr. L. M. "Wynch, his Privato 
Hoe rotary, ills Excellency arrived at Madras at 

7-10 a.m. on Friday the 23rd October. The arrival 

w/u privafco, but 11 is Excellency was met by tho 

following gentlemen at the Central Station The . 
Hon’blo the Maharajah of BobLili, k.c.i.e. ; Mr. 
Twigg, the Collector of Madras ; Mr. Travers, the 
Commissioner of Police ; Mr. S. D. Boars, Pro.sident, 
Municipal Commission ; Mr. R. V. Srinivasier, 
Inspector-General of Registration ; tho Ilon’bh. 
Nawab Hyed Mahomed Bahadur ; Mr. R. Greenall ; 
and Captain Thomson, Aide-de-Oamp. A salute of 
seventeen guns was fired. His Excellency, after 
conversing with those present, drove to Uuindy 
escorted by a detachment of his Body Guard. 
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The Party accompanying Ilia Excellency 

Hnr Excellency 'Dio Lady Am»imnk> 0.1. 

L. M. Wyncii, Esq., h.a., Private Secretary, 

Major Q. 0. GltTAltD, Surgeon, 

Captain R. H. Diok-Cunynquam, Aide-de-Camp, 

Captain It, L, Mattmwb, Auk-rie-Camp, 

(One English Muid.) 
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DETAILED 


Month 


Arr. 


Time. 

and 

Day. 


Station. 



or 

Dep. 

A.M. 

P.M. 

Date. 



1903 . 






Nov. 25 

Wednesday. 

Dep. 

Madras (Ceniral 

8-15 



Station). 

. 9-24 

12-19 







Arr. 

Nelloro 

♦ 0 

1-20 





• • 

2-0 





, . 

3-30 





• • 

5-0 





•• 

8-0 i 

u 26 

Thursday .. 


Nellore 

7-0 

1 





to 

10-0 

);; 





A.M. 

12-30 






2-0 





• • 

4-30 





. • 

8-0 

„ 27 

Friday .. 

• o 

Do. 

7-0 

.. 


Dep. 

Do. 

9 - 30 

10 - 30 

’ * 





• t 

2-30 





# § 

4-16 



Arr. 

Bezwada 

• • 

6-16 


i 



•• 

8-0 
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ins excellency the oovernor. 

PROGRAMME. 


Functions and Remarks. 


By special train. Departure, private. 

Breakfast at Ponneri Railway Refreshment Room. 

Inspect Mr. Kuppuswami Chetti’s School-children on Qudur 
Station platform. 

Arrival, public, Drive to Collector's house. 

Luncheon. 

Municipal Address at Collector’s house. 

Garden Party at the house of Mr. T. M. Swaminatka Aiyar, 
the District Judge. 

Dinner at Collector’s house. 


After Chota hazri, visit the Lone Star Mission’s School and 
the Anient. 

Breakfast. 

Address of the Nellore Anjuman and deputations from the 
Agricultural Population and the Karnains of Nellore. 

Luncheon. 

Visit Free Church Mission High School and the Jail. Prize- 
givivig at the Aenkatagiri High School, Laying foundation 
stone of two additional buildings to the school, and Opening a 
Primary School building. (No address.) 

Dinner at Collector’s house. 


Chota hazri. 

Breukfast. 

By special train. Departure private. 

Luncheon at Ongole Railway Refreshment Room. 

Tea at Bdpatla Railway Refreshment Room (15 minutes). 
Arrival public. Drive to Mr. Romilly’s bungalow in Buekin- 
ghampet. 

Dinner. 
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DETAILED 


Month 


A IT. 


Time. 

and 

Day. 

or 

Station. 





Date. 


Dep. 


A.M. 

P.M. 

1903. 






Nor. 28 

Saturday .. 

.. 

Bezwada • • 

7-0 

• • 





7-30 

• 0 





9-30 

• 0 





12-0 

• • 





• o 

2-0 





• t 

4-0 





• • 

G-0 





• 0 

8-0 



Dep. 

Do. 

0 » 

11-0 

29 

Sunday ,• 

• • 

In boats 

7-0 

9-30 

• t 

• • 





12-0 

t t 



Arr. 

Maeulipatam .. 


4-30 




l • 

6-0 





• • 

8-0 
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PROG BA MME-Qont. 


Functions and Remarks. 


Addresses of ^ 


Museum 


Oliota liazri. 

Drive to tlie Anicut Head works, bridge, etc., with. Superin¬ 
tending Engineer Her Excellency lavs keystone of Head 
sluice at the Anicut. Their Excellencies visit the Roman 
Catholic Convent on return. 

Breakfast. 

1. The Bezwada Municipal^ 

Council, I , , . , 

2. The Guntur Municipal [ to ] f rcc01 If d 

Council, and > nt tho 

] 3. The Guntur American | 

L Mission, J 

and deputations from the Yijayavada S.ibha and iho inhab¬ 
itants of Bapatla (to he received at Mr. Romilly’s bungalow). 

Lunch with Mr. O’Connell, the Superintending Engineer. 

Lev6e in the Museum. 

Garden Party at Rao Bihadur M. Etherajulu Pillai’s house. 

Dinner with Mr. A. G. Rom illy and the other Members of the 
Bezwada Club. 

By boat towed by coolies. Departure private. 


Chota hazri. 

Breakfast. 

Arrive Nidumole where Their Excellencies will be received by 
the Ohallapalli Zamindar. 


Arrival, private. 

Divine service. 

Dinner at the Collector’s house. 
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DETAILED 


Month 

Day. 

Ait. 

Station. 

Time. 

and 

Date. 

or 

Dep. 

A.M, 

P.M. 

1903. 






Nov. 30 

Monday 


Masulipatam .. 

o c 

1 CO 
t'- 1 

•• 





9-30 

•• 





12-0 

•• 






1-0 





•• 

2-0 

4-30 

6-0 



Dop. 

Do. 

• • 

8-15 

li-0 

Dec. 1 

Tuesday .. 


In boats ♦ • 

6-0 

9-30 

9 0 

o o 

2-0 

4-30 



Air. 

Bezwada 

• » 

5-0 


t 

Dep. 

• # 


o 

OC O 
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PROGRAMME— eont, 


Functions and Remarks. 


Chota hazri. 

Drive to Fort and through Town to Wullundapalem, visiting 
Noble.College and Hindu High School on the way. 

Breakfast. 


unicipal Council,''] to be received 
patam, and I at the 

District Board, [ Collector’s 



at thi 

Collector’s 
Office. 


and deputation from the Kistna District Association (to be 
received at the Collector’s house). 

Her Excellency attends feeding of the poor by the Zamindar of 
South Yallur at the Hindu High School. 

Luncheon. 

Garden Party at Collector’s house. 

Entertainment given by the Zamindar of South Vallur in liis 
house. 

Dinner with Mr. Tenugopal Chetty, the District Judge. 

Departure private. 


Chota hazri. 

Breakfast. ^ 

Luncheon at Kankipadu in tent. 


Tea. 


Arrival private (at landing stage near Collector’s shed). 
Drive to Mr. Bomilly’s bungalow. Her Excellency laya 
foundation stone of the new hospital on the way. 

Dinner with tho Superintending Engineer. 

By special train. Departure private. District Officers will 
take leave of His ExcfAleney here. 



\; 
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DETAILED 


Month 

and 

Date. 

Day. 

Arr. 

or 

Dep. 

Station. 

Time. 

A.M. 

P.M. 

1903. 






Doc. 2 

Wednesday. 

Arr. 

Kajalim undry .. 

4 -55 

. . 



Dep. 

Do. 

6-55 

• • 



Arr. 

Gddavari Station. 

7-0 

•• 





10-0' 

•• 





12-0 

•• 






2-0 





•• 

4-30 





•• 

8-0 

» 3 

Thursday . . 


Hajalimundry .. 

7-0 

# , 





9-30 

.. 



Dep.' 

Do. 

11-0 







2-0 





0 0 

8-0 

4 

Friday 



6-0 

0 0 



Arr. 

Cocanada 

7-0 

# • 





10-0 






12—0 

•• ! 

r 




•« 

2-0 





• t 

4-30 





% t 

8-0 
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PROGRAMME-coni. 


Functions and Remarks. 


Addresses of 


Sleep in carriages till da} break. - 
By the BpeCial train after Okota hazri. 

Arrival public. Drive to Bajalimundry College and District 
Jail and thence to Judge’s bungalow. 

Breakfast. 

1. The Municipal Council,^ 

Bajalimundry, and I to be received 

2. The Municipal Council, [ at the 

Ellore, J Museum. 

Luncheon. 

Garden Party at the Museum given by Mr. N. Subba Bow 
Pantulu. 

Dinner at the Judge’s house. 


After Chota hazri, drive to Hospital and District Court. 
Breakfast. 

Departure private (by Public Works Department steamer up to 
Dowlaishweram and thence by staff boats). 

Luncheon in boats. 

Dinner in boats. 


Chota hazri in boats at Kovur Lock. 

Arrival public. Drive to Collector’s Office, Lay foundation 
stone of new office, Inspect water-works, and drive on to 
Collector’s bungalow. 

Breakfast. 

fl. The Goddvari District Board'* 
and 

2. The Cocanada Municipal 
Council, 

Truncheon. 

Opening of Lady Havelock Women and Children’s Dispensary 
Dinner at Collector’s house. 


Addressos of 


to be received 
at Collec¬ 
tor’s office. 
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DETAILED 






Tinin. 

Month 


Arr. 




and 

Day. 

or 

Station. 



Date. 

Dep. 


A.M. 

P.M. 

1903. 






Dec. 6 

Saturday . . 

•• 

Cocan ada 

7-0 

• • 





10-0 

0 0 





12-0 

a • 






2-0 






4-30 






5-0 





! •• 

8-0 



Dep. 

Do. (Town 


10-45 



Station). 



„ 0 

Sunday . * 

Arr. 

Eajahmundry .. 

1-20 

.. 



Dep. 

Do. 

7-40 

0 • 



Arr. 

Godavari Station. 

7-45 

O 0 



Dep. 

Kajahmuudry . , 

10-3(1 

\ 

t 0 

2-0 



Arr. 

Polavaram. 

0 O 

5-0 





• 0 

8-0 

« 7 

Monday ., 

Dep. 

Polavaram 

6-30 

9-30 

•« 

• • 





About 




Arr. 

Gorge •. 

12-0 

• • 

* 





P.M. 



Dep. 

Do. • 

• * 

2-0 



Arr- 

Polavaram. 

> • 

6-0 





* * 

8-0 





.. I 

9-30 
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PROGRAMME—coni. 


Functions and Remarks. 


After Chota hazri, drivo to Pithapuram Ran all’s College, and 
Hospital. 

Breakfast. 

Deputation from the Gddavari District Association. (To be 
recoived in Collector’s house.) 

Luncheon. 

Lovde at Collector’s house. 

Garden Party at Collector’s house. 

Dinner at Collector’s houso. 

By special train. Departure private. 


Sleep in carriages till daybreak. Early tea in carriages. 

By the same special train. 

Arrival, private. 

Departure private, by steamer and boats, for the Gorge. 

Breakfast on steamer. 

Luuoh on steamer. 

Shoot over Nelakota Ava. Tea (provided by Mr. Kristna Row, 
Proprietor of Polavaram). 

Dinner on steamer. (Sleep in boats.) 

By steamer. 

Breakfast on steamer. 


l>y steamer. 

Luncheon on steamer. 

1 dinner on steamer. 

Koya Dance. (Sleep in boats.) 



\ 
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DETAILED 


Month 

Da y. 

Air. 

Station. 

Time. 

and 

or 



Date. 

Dep. 


A.M. 

r.M. 

1903. 






Doc. 8 

Tuesday .. 

Dep. 

Polavaram 

8-0 

0 • 



9-30 

t 0 



Arr. 

Rajalmmndry . • 

12-30 

0 0 

• 




# , 

1-0 





. , 

2-0 





• i 

4-0 





0 0 

6-0 





• . 

8-0 



Dep. 

Gddavari Station. 

o o 

10-0 

„ 9 

Wednes¬ 

0 © 

0 0 0 0 

7-1« 

• 0 

day. 



9-13 

• 9 


• 


Arr. 

Madras 


1-30 




(Central 

Station). 
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PROGRAMME- oont. 


Functions and Remarks. 


After Chota liazri by steamer. 

Breakfast on steamor. 

Arrival private. Stay in Judge’s bungalow. 

Distribute prizes atN. Subba How’s Gdddvari Hindu Samaj. 
Luncheon. 

Leave by Public Works Department steamer and inspect the 
anicuts and head works at Dowlaishweram. 

Return to Rajahmundry by steamer. 

Dinner. 

Departure private, by special train. 


Chota hazri at Bitragunta Railway Refreshment Room. 
Breakfast at Gudur Railway Refreshment Room. 
Arrival private. Drive to Government House, Madras. 
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LIST OF GENTLEMEN WHO MET JIIS EXCELLENCE 
AT THE DIFFERENT CAMPS. 


Nellore. 

Mr. A. Butterworth, I.C.S., Collector. 

,, T. M. Swaminatha Aiyar, District Judge. 

,, C. J. Stuart, Superintendent of Police. 

„ E. It. Murray, District Forest Officer. 

„ C. W. Martin, Doputy Superintendent of Survey. 

,, W. A. Hasted, Doputy Superintendent of Survey. 

,, C. Y. Dalrymple.-Hay, Assistant Commissioner, Salt 
and Abkdri. 

„ J. M. Lacoy, Executive Engineer, Tungabhadra 
Project. 

„ Ellis, Assistant Engineer, Tungabhadra Project. 

„ Griffith, Assistant Engineer, Tungabhadra Projeot. 

,, Duncan, Pailsvay Executive Engineer. 

,, F. Rouse, Railway Assistant Engineer. 

,, A. E. Barren, District Board Engineer. 

„ F. Ward, Pleader. 

Rev. D. Downie, American Baptist Mission. 

,, Stenger, American Baptist Mission. 

Mr. E. Sargent, Mica Miner. 

„ F. W. Wickham, Mica Miner, 

M.R.Ry. S. Ramayya Garu, Deputy Collector, Gudur. 

,, V. Pama8awmy Aiyar Avargnl, Deputy Collector, 
Atmakur. 

Mr. J. Williams, Head-quarters Deputy Collector. 
Rafi-ul-Mulk Bahadur, Treasury Deputy Collector. 

Captain M. N. Cliaudhori, I.M.S., District Medical and 
Sanitary Officer. 

Mir Sirajuddin Saliib, Assistant Superintendent of Police. 
M.R.Ry. R. A. Srinivasa Aiyangar Avargal, Executive 
Engineer. 
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M.B.By. Y. T. Srinivasa Eiysag&t Avargal, Special Pablio 
Works Officer. 

„ S. Subbarayudu Garni, Tahsildar of Nellore. 
n M. N. Naradmhayya Guru, District Munsif. 

,, M. Sambaswami Aiyar Avargal, District Registrar. 

*» P- A. Krisbnamacbariar Avargal, Superintendent 
of Post Offices. • 


Bezwada. 


Mr. F. C. Parsons, I.C.S., Collector. 

,, J. S. Heaney, I.C.S., Sub-Collector. 

,, G. F. Paddison, I.C.S., Special Settlement Officer. 

„ F. Y. P. Gompertz, Assistant Superintendent of. Kistna 
Resurvey. 

,, C. H. Dawson, District Forest Officer. 

,, C. E. Smith, Superintendent of Police. 

,, If. C. Daniel, Assistant Superintendent of Police. 

„ H. n. O’Connell, Superintending Engineer, IE Circle. 

„ A. G. Romilly, Executive Engineer. 

,, W. J. J. Howley, Executive Engineer. 

,, J. 51. M. Parker, Executive Engineer (Guntur). 

,, E. W. P. Walsh, Assistant Engineer, Kistna Eastern 
Division. 

„ H. AY. klilner, Assistant Engineer, Kistna Project. 

,, F. E. Morgan, Assistant Engineer, Kistna Project. 

,, L. Redmond, Assistant Engineer, Kistna Reservoir 
Project. 


„ 51. J. Redmond, Assistant Engineer, Kistna Reservoir 
Project. 

„ J. R. Wilson, Inspector, Abkari Department. 

,, W. J. Woodhouse, Inspector, Abkari Department. 

,, W. A. Mathews, District Engineer, Local Fund. 

„ C. Sullivan, Assistant Engineer, Local Fund. 

Rev. Peachey, 5Iissionary (Bozwada). 

,, J. Harrison, 5Iiseionary (Bezwada). 

51r. N. S. Somasuudara Sastri Garu, Deputy Collector 
Harasaraopet. 


7 $ 
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M,B,By. V. Pattabhiramayya Puntulu Garu, Tahsildar of 
Bezvrada. ,, u 

,, T. V. Narasimliulu Nayudu Garu, Afsistant 

Commissioner, Settlement. 

D. Krislmayya Pantulu Garu, Assistant Commis¬ 
sioner, Settlement. 

,, J. Snndarayya Pantnla Garu, Uncovenanted 
Assistant, Settlement Party. 

„ K. Sundara Chetty Garu, District Munsif of 
Bezwada. 

„ N. Lakshmana Bao Pantulu Garu, District 

Munsif of Tenali. 

if p. C. r J liiruvenkatachariar Avargal, District 

Munsif of Bapatla. 

,, G. Gangodhara Somayajulu Pantulu Garu, 

District Munsif of Narasaraopet. 

,, N. Somayajulu Sastri Garu, District Munsif of 
Guntur. 

F. D. S. Amirthaswami Pillai Avargal, Civil 
Surgeon, Guntur. 

K. Srinivasa Aiyangar Avargal, Assistant 
Engineer, Kistna Northern Division. 

Abdul Latif Sahib, Khan Bahadur, Assistant Engineer, 
Public Works Department, Chebrolu. 

M.B.By, Panel mpakesa Aiyar Avargal, Assistant Biver 
Conservator. 

A. Scbhagiri Bao Pantulu Garu, Abkdri In¬ 
spector, Narasaraopet. 

K. Parthaearathi Nayudu Gaia, Assistant 
Engineer, Local Fund (Guntur). 

S. Srinivasa Bao Pantulu Garu, Assistant 
Engineer, Local Fund (Narasaraopet). 

Masulipatam. 

Mr. F, C. Parsons, I.C.S., Collector. 

V. Yenngopal Chetli, T.C.S., District Judge. 

L. T. IIarris, T.O.S., Sub-Collector (Guntur). 
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Mr. H. L. Braidwood, I.G.S., Assistant Collector. 

„ J. W. Bliore, I.C.S., Assistant Collector. 

,, J. II. White, Port Officer. 

„ C. E. Smith, Superintendent of Police. 

,, II. C. Daniel, Assistant Superintendent of Police. 

,, W. J. J.. Howley, Executive Engineer (Bezwadu). 

„ E. W. II. Reid, Executive Engineer, Kistna Project. 

„ C. Peddie, Assistant Engineer (Gudivada). 

„ E. E. Scott, Assistant Commissioner, Abkari Depait- 
ment. 

,. J. II. Oshaughnessy, Inspector, Abkari Department 
(Manginapudi). 

Rev. C. W. A. Clarke, Principal, Noble College. 

,, W. C. Penn, Professor, Noble College. 

,, Mr. Goodman, Professor, Noble College. 

,, Mr. Williamson, Professor, Noble College. 

INIr. G. R. Ennis, Professor, Noble College. 

M.R.Ry. Pundita Nagesa Rao Pantulu Garu, Head¬ 
quarters Deputy Collector. 

„ K. Sesliaehalapati Pantulu Garu, Deputy Collector. 

„ T* Vasudevamurti Pantulu Garu, Tahsildar of 
Bunder. * 

„ I. Lakshininarayana Rao Nayudu Garu, Sub- 
Judge. 

,, A. Bhimeswara Rau Pantulu Garu, District Munsif. 

„ It. Kilahnamachari Avargal, District Munsif 

(Gudivdda). 

Captain R. K. Mitter, I.M.S., District Surgeon. 

M.R.Ry. T. Lakshmanaperumal Pillai, Assistant Surgeon, 

,, R. Chakrapani Rao Pantulu Garu, District 

Registrar. 

y> K. S. Gopalaswami Aiyangar Avargul, Assistant 
Engineer, Local Fund. 

Rajahmukdry. 

Mr* J. A. Gumming, I.C.S., Collector. 

„ F. II. Hamnett, I.C.S., District Judge. 
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Mr, E. L. R. Thornton, I.C.S., Sub Collector (Ellore). 

„ W. Lys, I.C.S., Hoad Assistant Collector. 

„ R. W. Davies, I.C.S., Assistant Collector. 

,, A. C. Woodhouso, Deputy Collector (Polavarara 
Division). 

„ E. Armitage, District Superintendent of Police. 

,, M. Hunter, Principal of Rajahmundry College. 

,, C. Mildred, Executive Engineer. 

,, J. Inglis, Executive Engineer. 

Major Pereira, I.M.S., District Medical and Sanitary Officer. 
Captain F. D. Browne, I.M.S., Superintendent, Central Jail. 
M R.Ry. T. Yarada Bow Avargal, Sub-Judge. 

„ L. C, Williams Pillai Avargal, Inspector of 
Schools. 

„ C. Yenkataclielam, Public Prosecutor. 

,, G. Narayanaswami Nayndu, Sharistadar, Ganjain 

District Couit, 

M.B.By. N. Subba Rao Pantulu Garu, High" 

Court Yakil, 

Munsbi Shaik Imam Sahib, 

M.B.By. M. V. Ratnarn Naidu Garu, Yakil, 

,, M. Bainachandra Row Garu, Yakil, 

A. Ilaskaramayya Garu, Merchant, 

„ M. Subba Row Garu, 

,, N. Pallayya Garu, Merchant, 

,, K. Ramacbandra Row Garu, Vakil, 

,, K. Virabadrayya Garu, 

„ N. J. D, Prasadarayudu Garu, Yakil, 


non-official 
V gentle¬ 
men. 


Cocanada. 

Mr. J, A. Cumming, I.C.S., Collector. 

„ J. N. Roy, I.C.S., Head Assistant Collector. 

C. A. Souter, I.C.S., Assistant Collector. 

G. F, F. Foulkes, District, Forest Officer. 

„ T. R. Barter, Assistant Commissioner, Abkari Depart 
meat. 
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Mr. M. Wooclliouee, Port Officer. 

,, J. Lychlander, Civil Surgeon. 

„ C. E. Lowry, District Board Engineer. 

Roy. F. C. Cameron, Chaplain, 

,, H. F. Lafiame, Missionary. 

Mr. Clork, Merchant. 

M.R.Ry. K. Narasimha How Garu, Treasury Deputy 
Collector. 

» U. Rama Row Garu, Ilead-quarter Deputy 

Collector. 

,, K. Narasimham Pantulu, Special Deputy Col¬ 

lector. 


,, 0. G. Kuppuswanii Aiyar Avargal, Sub-Judge. 

M.Rr.By. Bao Bahadur D. Seshagiri Row," 


Yafeil, 

Hon’ble Mr. K. Perraju Pantulu Garu, 
Chairman, Municipal Council, 

Akoji Sahib, Merchant, 

M.R.Ry, K. R. V. Krishna Row Garu, Pro¬ 
prietor of Polavaram, y 

» N. Padmanabham Garu, Merchant, 

„ P, "\ enkataohalapati Garu, Mer¬ 

chant, 


non-official 

gentle¬ 

men. 

\ 


it P. Chittiah Garu, Merchant, 

tt K. Suryanarayanamurti Garu, Mer¬ 

chant, 
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ACCOUNT OF THE FOURTEENTH TOUB. 

25th November to 9th December 1903. 


Their Excellencies Lord and Lady Ampthill, 
accompanied by Mr. L. M. Wynch, I.C.S., Private 
Secretary, Major G. G. GilTard, I.M.S., Surgeon, 
and Captains Matthews and Dick-Cunnyngham, 
Aides-de-Camp, left Madras on the morning of the 
25th November by a special train of the Madras 
Railway for Nellore, on tour in the East Coast Dis¬ 
tricts. The departure was private, and among those 
present on the platform to see Their Excellencies 
off wore Mr. S. D. Pears, the Hon’ble Mr. J. Twigg, 
the Hon’ble Mr. R. N. Pragasa Mudaliar, Mr. 
H. K. Beauchamp, c.i.e., Mr. C. H. Travers, Mr. D. 
Ross Johnson, and Mr. Richards, Acting Collector 
of Salem. Mr. E. R. Ross, District Traffic Superin¬ 
tendent, and Mr. Brooke- Leggatt of the Govern¬ 
ment Railway Police, proceeded in charge of the 
train, which steamed out of the station at 8-15 
a.m. The usual salute was fired announcing His 
Excellency’s departure. 

THE WELCOME AT GUDUIi. 

At the Gudur junction Their Excellencies 
alighted for a few minutes from the train to accept 
the welcome accorded to them by a number of 
aohoolrchildren. A tastefully decorated pandal 
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was erected and the school-children welcomed the 
distinguished visitors under it, and entertained them 
with songs and dances. There were also assembled 
there a number of the leading ryots in the taluk, 
of whom His Excellency made kind enquiries in 
regard to the agricultural condition of their villages 
and the prospects of the season. He was glad to 
learn that fortunately the ryots there had not 
suffered any loss from the recent heavy rains, 
and that their agricultural operations were satis¬ 
factory and promising. The Rev. J. Woorlien, 
of the German Evangelical Lutheran Mission, was 
present, with Mrs. and Miss. Woorlien and a number 
of the children of the school in his charge. Their 
Excellencies and staff were then garlanded and re- 
entered the special train which resumed the journey, 
arriving at Nellore, at 1-20 p.m. 


ARRIVAL AT NELLORE. 

The arrival at Nellore being public, Mr. Alan 
Butterworth, I.C.S., the Collector of the district, 
and the District and Divisional officers were present 
at the station to accord Their Excellencies a hearty 
welcome. The station premises were appropriately 
decorated, and among those present were Mr. T. M. 
Swaminatha Aiyar, District Judge, Mr, C. J. Stuart, 
Superintendent of Police,. Mr. E. R. Murray, the 
District Forest-officer, Rev. Dr. Downie of the 
American Baptist Mission, Captain :\f. N. Clmudhuri, 
I.M.S., the District Modical and Sanitary officer, 
Uai Sahib R. A, Srinivasa Aiyangar, the Executive 
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Engineer, Mr. P. A. Krishnama Chariar, Mr. T. Y. 
V enkatarama Aiyar, Mr. M. N. Narasimhayya Garu, 
Mr. V. Ramasami Aiyar, and Mr. M. V. Rauga 
Chariar, the Municipal Chairman. Mr. Butterwortli 
introduced to Ilis Excellency the principal officials 
and non-officials presont, ail'd alter a few minutes’ 
stay at the station, the party drove to the Collector’s 
residence through tho main street of the town, which 
contained numerous demonstrations of the loyal 
welcome which tho people of Nellore accorded to 
Their Excellencies. Bn route His Excellency stop¬ 
ped for a short while opposite to the Coronation 
Choultry which has been built near the railway 
station and presented for public use by Mogalapally 
Yonkatasubbiali Chotty, an influential and wealthy 
resident of Nellore, This is the second gift by this 
enlightened and liberal gentleman and has been 
specially built by him in commemoration of the 
King-Emperor’s Coronation. 

THE NELLORE MUNICIPAL ADDRESS. 

After lunch His Excellency received a deputation 
of the Municipal Council who waited upon him 
with an Address of welcome which also contained a 
brief statement of their pressing local wants. Tho 
address, which was enclosed in a sandalwood casket 
of artistic workmanship, was read by the Municipal 
Chairman. 

May: it please Your Excellency,— We, the mem¬ 
bers of the Municipal Council of Nellore, do beg leave 

7 p 
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to offer Your Excellency a hearty welcome on this 
auspicious occasion of your first visit to this ancient 
town. It is nearly six years since we had the honour 
of welcoming in our midst, a reprecental ive of the 
Crown ; but theso six years have been pregnant with 
changes, and though the memory is still fresh with 
the loss which the British Empire has sustained in the 
death of the great Queen-Empress Victoria the Good, 
it is a source of infinite gratification that she has 
been succeeded by a Sovereign who has already ren¬ 
dered such signal service to thecauso of humanity as 
to be known by the honoured name of Edward the 
Peacemaker. We pray that you will convey to our 
August Sovereign the King-Emperor cur feelings of 
profound loyalty to his person and to his Throne and 
our prayer that he may be long spared to reign over 
a grateful and contented people. 

2. Though a welcome address is not usually 
the place where reference should be made to one s 
wants and difficulties, yet such occasions as the 
present one are so few' and far between, that we feel 
we shall be wanting in our duty if wo fail to acquaint 
Your Excellency with the wants felt by our munici¬ 
pality and the difficulties it has to contend against 
in trying to supply them. 

3. Foremost among our wants are a good 
drainage and an adequate supply of pure water for 
drinking purposes. The Sanitary Commissioner to 
Government has often insisted upon the necessity 
for I lie carrying out of a complete drainage scheme 
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and also water works. The two schemes have been 
investigated and the papers relating to the latter 
are now before Government pending disposal by 
Your Excellency in council. 

4. So far as drainage is concerned, we are unable 
for want of funds to undertake a complete scheme 
so as to cover the whole municipal area. We have 
however been providing one street every year with a 
drain of the approved ‘ U ’ shape and ha ve constructed 
such drains in three important streets. With the 
slender resources at our disposal, it is not possible 
to set apart a larger amount for this purpose and 
we arc afraid that if no better provision can be 
made, the drainage of this town must continue to be 
unsatisfactory for another fifty years. 

5. It S9ems to us, moreover, that it would be 
scarcely useful to carry out a water-supply scheme 
without a complete drainage and that convenience 
requires that the two schemes should be carried out 
simultaneously. The two schemes have been esti¬ 
mated to cost over four lacs of rupees. It is only 
through the liberal help of Your Excellency’s 
Government that we can ever hope to finance both 
of them. 

C. The Municipal Hospital of Nellore is located 
in a building which is old, inadequate for accommoda¬ 
tion and also in sail want of repairs. Considering 
the. poor condition of the municipality, the District 
Board has been kind enough to grant a contribution 
of H c i. 5,000, being half the cost lor the rebuilding 
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of a ward and for the coustruction of a new one. It 
will require an additional expenditure of nearly 
Rs. 20,000 to make all the necessary repairs and 
improvements required for providing sufficient 
accommodation. Having regard to the financial 
difficulties of the municipality, we pray that Govern¬ 
ment may be pleased to make a suitable grant for tbe 
construction of the hospital buildings. 


7. There is only one other matter which wo 
wish to refer to on this occasion. It is nearly 12 
years since the rate-payers of this town were deprived 
by an order of Government of the power to elect their 
own Councillors and the Municipal Council of its 
right to elect and nominate its Chairman. When the 
Amending Act III of J897 was passed the rate-payers 
were permitted to elect one-third of the Councillors 
from among themselves. Seeing that the Municipal 
Council has been working satisfactorily during the 
last ten years, we believe that the time has now come 
when we can request Government to reconsider its 
former decision and grant the rate-payers the power 
to elect throe-fourths of the Councillors and the 
council the liberty to elect its own Chairman. 

8. hi conclusion we beg to express to Your 
Excellency how grateful we are for the solicitude 
which you have always expressed for the welfare of 
the .people committed to your care and for the 
sympathy you have always evinced for their aspira¬ 
tions and h<>pcs and wo pray that the Almighty 
God may shower on you His choicest blessings and 
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grant you a long life and a happy and prosperous 
career. Wo bog to remain, etc. 

HIS EXCELLENCY TI1E GOVERNOR’S REPLY. 

Gentlemen, — I accept with many thanks the wel¬ 
come which you have been good enough to offer me 
in such graceful terms, and I shall take, care that 
vour loyal message to Ilis Majesty the King-Emperor 
is duly laid at the foot of the Throne. While I 
appreciate the delicacy of feeling which makes you 
hesitate to refer to your wants and difficulties in an 
address of welcome, I can assure you that you 
are mistaken in thinking that it is unusual to rlo so. 
On the contrary, it is the usual practice and one 
which I should be the last to discountenance. My 
official tours would bo of little profit to me or to 
anybody else if public expressions were confined to 
greetings and compliments, and I hope that you know 
enough about me to feel sore that • am oilliuo-. 
times and seasons, to listen to reasonable represent¬ 
ations of any kind. 

1 am well aware of the difficulties which con¬ 
front you in your endeavours to supply the crying 
needs of your town in respect of water-supply and 
drainage, to which you rightly assign the foremost 
place in your list of wants, but I am none the less 
ready to listen to your re-statement of them and to 
assure you that they are receiving the sympathetic 
consideration of Government.. So far, however, a, 
my information goes, these questions havo not 
reached the stage you seem to imagine. A year ago 
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you were asked to allot funds to enable the Sanitary 
Engineer to investigate a water-supply scheme and 
draw up the necessary plans and estimates. Last 
August that officer was asked to expedite his investi¬ 
gation and his report is still awaited. Until it lias 
been received and considered it is impossible for me 
to say what help could be given from Provincial 
funds towards the execution of the works. One 
thing, however, seems to be certain, and that is 
that funds will not be forthcoming for carrying out 
both water-supply 7 and drainage schemes simulta¬ 
neously. You express a doubt as to the utility of 
a water-supply scheme without a complete drainage 
scheme. If a drainage scheme could be introduced at 
once as a preliminary to a water-supply scheme, the 
former might well have the preference, but as the 
two works must for financial reasons be separated 
by an interval of some years the Sanitary Engineer 
advised that the water-supply scheme should come 
first. A good water-supply is, I understand, parti¬ 
cularly desirable here, not only on account of the 
ordinarily recognised water-borne diseases of India, 
but because of the prevalence of typhoid fever. 1 
trust that the interval which must neoessaniy elapse 
before you can get a proper system of drainage will 
not be so long as you apprehend. Meanwhile, the 
drains which you are constructing year by year as 
funds permit are, I am told, a great improvement, 
and in this way and also in other ways which have 
been pointed out to you by the Sanitary Commis¬ 
sioner, and to which your attention was prominently 
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drawn by Government when reviewing your last 
Administration Report, a good deal might be done to 
bring about gradually a better state of things. On 
the other hand little if any thing short of a complete 
scheme caii be done in regard to water-supply. 

Your next request is for a grant for the con¬ 
struction of hospital buildings. You have not yet 
submitted the report which was called for bv 
Government in August last on the subject of the 
falling down of the hospital after the new roof was 
put on in 1902, and as to who was responsible for 
putting on a roof too heavy for the walls, nor have 
any proposals for the necessary repairs and improve¬ 
ments which you say will cost Rs. 20,000 come 
before Government. In these circumstances you can 
hardly expect me to give you an assurance of help 
from Government. I have explained in my replies 
to similar requests from other local bodies the condi¬ 
tions upon which grants from Provincial funds in 
aid of municipalities are admissible, and 3011 will 
have to show that those conditions are fulfilled in 
your case. I may, however, tell you at once that it 
does not seem to me very probable that Government 
would be able, with due regard to the claims of other 
places, to assist you with grants both for water- 
supply and a hospital. 

Your last request is for the restoration of full 
elective privileges. You ask that three-fourths of 
the Councillors may he elected by the rate-payers 
instead of only ono-third, as at present, and that the 
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privilege of electing its Chairman may be restored 
to the council. I am glad to lind that ihe admin¬ 
istration has been fairly satisfactory since 1897 
when a partial franchise was conferred upon the rate¬ 
payers, but I regret that my information is not at 
present sufficient to enable me to form an opinion as 
to the extent to which the rate-payers have availed 
themselves of their existing franchise and the 
manner in which it has been exercised, or as to 
whether there are sufficient grounds for the belief 
that a. larger proportion of elected Councillors 
would conduce to improved administration. I will, 
however, cause further enquiries to be made about 
tliis and also with reference to your request for 
permission to elect your own Chairman. It is 
nothing more than my duty to be guided in my 
public acts bv those motives which you attribute to 
me in such kindly terms, and for this I neither 
expect nor deserve any special thanks. My thanks, 
however, are duo and are rendered to you for the 
person; l good wishes with which you Were kind 
enough to conclude your address. 

A GARDEN PARTY. 

In the evening Their Excellencies attended a 
Garden jPafltty given i > their honour by Mr. T. M. 
Swaminatha Aiyar, the District Judge, who had 
invited a very large number of the leading official 
and non-etlicid residents of Noll ore to meet Their 
lixcelleneies. 
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IRRIGATION ENQUIRIES. 

2 6th Nov .—This morning Their Excellencies, 
accompanied by the members of the staff and 
Mr. A. Butterworth, the Collector, and Mr. 0. J. 
Stuart, the Superintendent of Police, drove to 
visit the Penner anicut, the way to which was lined 
by crowds of people. At the entrance to the bridge 
across the channel from the anicut the party was 
met and received by Mr. R. A. Srinivasa Iyengar, 
Executive Engineer, and Mr. V. T. Srinivasa Iyen¬ 
gar, the officer on special duty in the district in 
connection with the investigation of its irrig&tional 
resources, and was conducted to the anicut which 
dams up the river. Both sides of the bridge were 
decorated with Venetian post3, and there was also a 
small pandal erected about the middle of it, under 
which Their Excellencies were garlanded. The 
Executive Engineer explained to His Excellency tho 
history of the anicut and what has been achieved 
since its construction. This anicut system is in¬ 
tended to irrigate, and actually does irrigate, an 
area of 66,000 acres. Though constructed as early 
as 1854, the anicut suffered serious damage from 
floods, and it was not until 1877 that it was 
thoroughly reconstructed. It now irrigates a very 
large area in the Nellore and Gudur taluks, and it 
is proposed to bring under cultivation a further* area 
of 14,000 acres. Of this additional acreage 10,000 
will be under the Sarvepatti reservoir, the project 
ip, count tion with it being under investigation. 
T’ e remaining 4,000 are under file Nellore tank, the 
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channels for which have been excavated, and 
arrangements have been made to let water into 
them about the 15th proximo. The Penner anicut 
has got under it 30 minor irrigation tanks in which 
water is stored and then distributed. There are 
seven jungle streams in the district which, in time3 
of heavy rain, assume the proportions of torrents 
carrying large volumes of flood water. The special 
investigating party which has been at work in the 
district during the last two years has formulated 
schemes and prepared estimates for having reservoirs 
across all these streams. There are five such jungle 
streams above the Penner anicut in regard to which 
schemes have been formulated, and the estimates for 
two have actually gone up for sanction. When these 
schemes are completed, it is calculated that 250,000 
acres of dry laud will be protected from famine. It 
is proposed to give water to the dry lands so as to 
protect the crops from drought and to enable a 
double crop to be raised on them. This is an object 
which had the entire approval of the Irrigation Com¬ 
mission which recommended among other things 
that attempts should, as far as possible, be made to 
protect as large an area as possible from drought. 

TFIE AMERICAN BAPTIST MISSION SCHOOLS. 

After taking leave of Mr. Srinivasa Iyengar, the 
Executive Engineer and his assistants, His Excel¬ 
lency and party drove to«the American Baptist. 
Mission schools which are located in the spacious 
compound of the Hev. Dr. Downie. who welcomed 
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Their Excellencies and showed them round the boys’ 
and girls’ schools where the pupils were at work. 

They spent over half an hour here, during which 
time they witnessed some physical exercises per¬ 
formed by the pupils. Her Excellency examined 
with interest some specimens of the needlework of 
the girls of the school. The American Baptist 
Mission is doing very useful work in the district, a 
large and flourishing college for boys being main¬ 
tained at Ongole. 

Their Excellencies took leave of Dr. and Mrs. 
Downie, expressing their gratification at having seen 
their schools and then drove to the Collector’s 
residence for breakfast. 



A MUHAMMADAN ADDKESS. 

At 1 p.m. the members of the Anjumani Ilima- 
yathi Islam, a loading and representative Association 
of the Muhammadan community, waited upon His 
Excellency at the Collector’s residence, with an 
address of welcome, which contained a statement 
of the work that the Association is doing for the 
general advancement of the community. The 
address was as follows :— 

May it please Your Excellence,— We, the mem¬ 
bers of the Nellore Anjumani Himayathi Tslam, most 
respectfully beg to offcr Your Excellency a most 
hearty welcome on the occasion of this, Your 
Excellency’s first visit to this place. 


Mi hist#,. 


22 


FOVRTEENTIL IOLR OF 




2 . It is at all times, a pleasing task to do honour 
to a representative of our beloved Sovereign and the 
pleasure manifestly increases when it is considered 
that the exalted personage whom we have now met 
to welcome has laid the Muhammadan community 
at large, under a deep debt of gratitude to him by 
his many acts of sympathy and kindness. M e feel 
extremely thankful that Your Excellency has, within 
the short period of your tenure of office, given unmis¬ 
takable proofs of Your Excellency’s deep desire to 
acquaint yourself with the wants of the Musalman 
community and a sincere solicitude for promoting in 
every way the interests of the once prosper¬ 
ous but now backward Muhammadan community. 
Among tho favours which Your Excellency has 
conferred on the Muhammadans and for which we 
express our deep indebtedness to 1 l our Excellency 
may be mentioned (1) the measures which Your 
Excellency’s Government has adopted to better the 
condition and improve the efficiency of the Madrasa- 
i-Azam, (2) the appointment of Janab Muhammad 
Azizuddin Hussain Sahib, K.hau Sahib, to the re - 
sponsible position of Acting Collector and District 
Magistrate of Anantapur, and (3) the interest Y our 
Excellency has been pleased to evince in the cause of 
Muhammadan education by lending the Muhamma- 
dnn Educational Conference held in Madras in 1001 
the weight of your Augustand valuable presence. 
Y/e fervently pray that Ipp Excellency will be 
pleased to continue to tnkc the same interest in 
the well-being of the Muhammadan community 
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in future as Your Excellency has been doing in 
the past. Our wants here are few and they are 
well looked after by our highly esteemed Collector, 
whose vigilance and even-handed justice have 
endeared him to all. While thanking Your Excel¬ 
lency for all that Your Excellency has done for the 
Muhammadans of this Presidency, we take this 
opportunity of requesting Your Excellency to be¬ 
come the Patron of the Local Anjuman which was 
founded on the 1st January last to commemorate 
the coronation of His Majesty the King-Emperor, 
Edward VII. 

3. The object of this Association is to improve 
the condition of the Muhammadan community by 
giving education and affording other facilities to 
the poor among that community. The Association 
consists of the leading Mnsalmans and some respect¬ 
able European and Hindu Gentlemen of Nellore. 
It is kept up by voluntary donations and monthly 
subscriptions in cash and kind which now come up 
to nearly Its. 120 per mensem. The management 
of the Association is vested in a Committee elected 
from among the members who command the respect 
of the town. 

4. At present the Association is giving help to 
about 20 boys in the shape of schooling and board¬ 
ing. It is, however, in contemplation to start a 
technical school in connection with the Anjuman 
whereby instruction iuffarpentrv and in other useful 
industries may be imported to such boys as have no 
taste for literary education. 
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5. The rules and regulations of this Association 
are in the Press and a copy thereof will bo sub¬ 
mitted to Your Excellency as soon as it is received. 

In conclusion, we beg to express our thanks to 
Your Excellency for having honoured this town 
with Your Excellency’s visit and thus given us an 
opportunity for tendering our loyalty to the British 
Throne and showing our esteem and regard and 
gratitude to Your Excellency. 

We once more beg Your Excellency will be 
pleased to accept the Patronship of the Nellore 
Anjuman. Wo most respectfully beg to remain, etc. 

IIIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR’S REPLY. 

Gentlemen, —I thank, you heartily for your 
address of welcome which is not only gratifying 
to me on account of its kind expressions as regards 
mj'self, but also, and more particularly, on account 
of the light which it throws on your Association. 
I can see that you are animated by a manly spirit 
of independence and determination to help your¬ 
selves which, I regret to say, I have not found to the 
extent which I should like to see in some of the other 
Muhammadan Associations which have addressed 
me. Instead of lamenting over the backward¬ 
ness of your community and asking me for special 
favours and privileges, which cannot be granted 
without prejudice to others, you tell me what you 
are doing and what you hope to do to help your¬ 
selves. Nothing would he more pleasing to me than 
to soe these signs of the spirit which alone can 
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enable Muhammadans to regain their lost ground, 
and I may say at once that I shall be very glad to 
become Patron of an Association which is working 
so zealously and creditably for a cause which I have 
very much at heart, and which, moreover, was 
founded in loyal commemoration of His Majesty’s 
Coronation. The existence of Associations such as 
yours and the similar one which I had the pleasure 
of meeting at Kurnool a few months ago is encour¬ 
aging, for it shows that Muhammadans are realising 
the need of co-operating for the education and 
advancement of their community, and I am sure 
that there is nobody who does not share my hope 
that tho reproach of backwardness which you all 
admit will ere long be removed by your united 
endeavours. The work of adapting the Umdali 
Bagh to the use of the Madrasa-i-Azam at Madras 
is progressing, and I hope that when the school 
is finished and equipped it will afford a further 
stimulus to Muhammadan education. The results of 
tin' Muhammadan Educational Conference which was 
held in Madras two years ago have, I fear, not been 
very encouraging up to the present, or I should 
certainly have heard of them. The collection of 
subscriptions to found scholarships is evidently 
progressing very slowly, and I can only hope that 
the happy unanimity of opinion which prevailed at 
the Conference will, ere it is forgotten, produce a 
corresponding amount of practical activity. The 
example of your co-religionist, Khan Sahib Azizud- 
din Hussain Sahib, vfio is well worthy of your high 
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esteem and admiration, ought to convince you that 
when Muhammadans display character and ability 
they are nowise handicapped in the race of life and 
can hold their own with any class of men. Mr. 
Azizuddin, from whom I derived much useful advice 
and information with regard to your community, 
advises Muhammadan youths to make a careful 
study of Musalman history in order that they may see 
how great have been the achievements of their an¬ 
cestors in the realms of Science and Art and realise 
the inherent capabilities of their race. So far back 
as the second century the Musalman city of Bagdad 
was the centre of learning and enlightenment, and 
in those days, unlike these, the works of the great 
ancient philosophers were road side by side with 
the Koran. Was it not the Prophet who said 
" Acquiring knowledge is an act of piety. Speaking 
of it is praising God. Seeking it is adoring Him 
and giving instruction in it bestowing alms ” ? I 
am glad to hear that you rely on your Collector for 
the satisfaction of such wauts as you have a right 
to express to Government. In so doing you display 
a right appreciation of the system of administration, 
for the District Collector is the representative and 
deputy of the Government in all matters that affect 
his district, and the Government would not place 
in that important and responsible position any man 
whom they could not trust to look after the wants 
and needs of the people and to discharge the count¬ 
less functions of administration which they must 
peedi delegate. It is oftou my experience to by 
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asked to redress grievances or look into affairs 
which are properly the duty of the District officers, 
and while I never resent these requests on account 
of the insight which they give me into the condition 
of the people, T make it my principle never to inter¬ 
fere in the duties of the officers whom I trust, or 
in concerns with which the head of the Government 
has neither the time nor the local knowdedge to 
deal. As regards the working of this Anjuraan, the 
Collector tells me that you ought to beware of 
accepting too freely the children of parents who 
could work to support them. I do not hesitate to 
repeat this advice a3 it seems to me important that 
you should do nothing to retard the development of 
that solf-reliance and healthy independence of char¬ 
acter which is so much needed by Muhammadans. 
Your people—that is the better classes of them— 
are far too apt to rely on their family connections 
and the services of their forefathers to the State 
for their advancement in life rather than on their 
individual exertions and their own capacities of 
work and character. 

And now I thank you once again for your 
friendly and loyal welcome, and 1 wish your Associa¬ 
tion and its members every success. 

A LANDHOLDERS’ DEPUTATION. 

His Excellency next had an interview with a 
deputation of landholders from the Gudur and 
Nollore taluks. The members of the deputation 
brought to the notice of the Governor a few of the 
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wants of the agricultural population of the district 
on whose behalf they came forward to speak. The 
deputation consisted of nine agriculturists who 
pay assessments to Government ranging from 
Rs. 1,000 to Rs. 5,000 and some of whom own large 
herds of cattle. Mr. Vasudeva Rao, one of the 
members, knew English and acted as their spokes¬ 
man. At the special request of His Excellency, 
individual members were introduced to him with a 
statement of their respective status and tboir agri¬ 
cultural prosperity. Ho was. glad to learn that he 
had before him then the leading ryots of the Roddy 
class who paid large assessments to the Government. 
He was then prepared to hear any representations 
they might bring forward. 

Tho first point to which the deputation invited 
His Excellency’s attention related to the now irri¬ 
gation works proposed to be constructed in tho 
district. It would appear that tho question of 
extending irrigated dry crops to the exclusion 
of paddy under the proposed reservoirs had been 
brought to the front and advantage claimed that 
with a given quantity of water more than double the 
extent, compared with paddy, could be cropped. 
The deputation seemed inclined to view this claim 
with misgivings and doubted that it would prove 
an unmixed blessing. His Excellency, however, 
elicited by u few questions that none of the members 
of the deputation had lands under the Vougulapuram 
reservoir to which he referred or had made any 
experiments which led them to conclude that it 
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would not be profitable to raiso two crops on irri» 
gated dry lands in tho place of ono crop of paddy 
under tho proposed reservoirs. He informod the 
deputation that in Kundukur taluk as many as 9G6 
leading ryots from 40 villages had expressed their 
eagerness to raise double crops on irrigated dry 
lands in substitution of one wet crop, and it, there¬ 
fore, scorned to him curious that the deputation 
should view the suggestion with misgivings. H 13 
Excellency was at a loss also to understand how 
the point was raised by the deputation when none 
of them were interested in tho point or seemed to 
have any strong views on the matter. The deputa¬ 
tion said that it might be tried as an experiment and 
seen if ic would be moro profitable to raise two dry 
crops in preference to one wet crop ; but when asked 
if any of them wore prepared to try the experiment, 
the deputation replied to His Excellency that 
though the experiment, might be worth trying, none 
of them would try the experiment a3 they seemed 
to be agreed that it would prove unprofitable. 

Water from the proposed reservoirs would not bo 
as good for irrigating dry lands as water from wells 
and springs. Besides, an irrigated dry land would 
require much more manuring to give a more profit¬ 
able yield than a wet crop, for the soil of the 
upland taluks of the district was peculiar and gave 
better results when irrigated with well water or 
spring water. 

They next represented that the policy of parcel¬ 
ling out old tank beds and auctioning them for 
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cultivation as soon as a bigger irrigation project 
likely to benefit the lands under such tanks was 
carried out, was fraught with many evils, and they 
submitted that such tanks should be kept intact to 
serve as supplements to the project. They men¬ 
tioned a number of cases of tanks in regard to which 
the beds had been sold, llis Excellency explained 
to them that the rule was that when a tank was 
abandoned its bed should be sold to the ryots. 
It was only in the case of those tanks that were 
really found unnecessary as storage works that the 
tank beds were ordered to be sold. Tanks which 
woro well situated and found useful directly or indi¬ 
rectly for distributing water wore always retained. 
Besides, the ryots were always consulted in the 
matter of abandoning individual tanks. 

Tho deputation submitted that all that might bo 
laid down on the rules, but hi practice they were 
not awaro of those things being carried out. 1 hoy 
had not been consulted in regard to the abandon¬ 
ment of any of tho tanks. They iuslauced the 
Jskapalle tank as one which might have been 
retainod with advantage but which had been aban¬ 
doned. In certain seasons of the year their lands 
required four waterings and tlio evil result of the 
abandonment of the tanks was that they were able 
to tret only one watering in that season from the 
reservoir irrigation. They agreed with His Excel¬ 
lency when he said that he gathered from their 
representations that they had no particular griev¬ 
ance to make in that matter, but that they desired 
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that care should bo taken not to abandon any 
useful tank. 

His Excellency told the deputation that the ryots 
would be consulted in all such casos in future. 

Another point, which formed the subject matter 
of a special representation by the deputation was 
that, where at least 50 per cent, of the irrigable ex¬ 
tent of a village under a first or second class irriga¬ 
tion was not cropped with the superior white paddy 
for two consecutive years, the assessment might be 
lowered to the next lower grade. The present rule 
worked a great hardship in that, even where the 
ryots were not able to raise superior paddy over 
a reasonably proportionate extent of their holdings 
for want of water in the earlier season, they were 
made to pay the higher rates of first and second 
class assessment. 

His Excellency told the deputation frankly that 
that was an impossible request to grant. That 
question had been represented to Lord Connemara 
in 1888, when he promised to consider any repre¬ 
sentation made to the Government. Although 15 
years had since elapsed no representation had been 
made to Government touching the subject, so he 
was not inclined to believe that there was any real 
grievance on that matter. If any change such 
as was proposed by the deputation was made, it 
would lead to a ryot getting his assessment perma¬ 
nently lowered by cultivating his land with inferior 
paddy for two years. Moreover, ITis Excellency 
pointed out that the assessment had been fixed with 
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roforonco to tho priced of both classes of paddy 
and so there could be no hardship. 

Tho deputation urged that no account was taken 
by Government in tho enormous increase in the 
cultivation expenses to be incurred by the ryots. 
Though no doubt tho price of grains had gono up 
since tho last settlement, the yield of lands had 
deteriorated. The Government, however, took note 
only of tho increase in the price of grains and not 
of tho deterioration in the yield. 

His Excellency told them that they were in a 
particularly fortunate position in N el loro because 
thoy wore nearing the time of re-settloment, and if 
there was any wrong it could bo remedied. 

As in oilier places, forest matters bulked largely 
in the representations of the deputation hero. 
They complained about the inconvenience of tho 
permit system and the heavy rates charged for 
leasing portions of forosts for tho benefit of cattle 
breeders. One of the deputation was a large cattle 
breeder who had for ten years enjoyed the lease of 
a block of forest for a low rate and he made a 
complaint of the present heavy rate. Ilis Excel¬ 
lency, however, pointed out to him that he was not 
there to hear individual grievances, but. those of the 
community in genoral, and that it was therefore not 
right that he should take advantage of the occasion 
to°prefl8 forward his grievances. It was a matter 
for the District officers to attend to. 

The deputation prayed that the system of put¬ 
ting to auction the lease of particular blocks for 
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the benefit of cattle breeders should be abolished. 
This system led to reckless competition amongst 
people which led to much loss and iuconvenionce to 
cattle breeders. 

His Excellency said that when thoro wore a 
number of applicants for a block tho only way of 
disposing of it was by auction and he would bo glad 
to hear of any other method which they could suggest. 
One of the deputation was ready with a solution 
which was characterised more by selfishness than 
by equity. It was that the block should be given 
to the one who owned the largest number of cattle, 
in other words, to the richest of them. Ilia Excel* 
lency asked “ What is to becomo of the poor cattlo 
breeder ? ” But tho shrewd member was not with¬ 
out a ready reply. He would sub-rent portions to 
others less favourably situated. But this kind of 
special pleading only served to confirm His Excel¬ 
lency in the opinion that ho saw no reason for alter¬ 
ing the present system. They had tho ordinary 
permit system which obtained in other districts* 
besides the special system of leasing portions of 
forests for purposes of cattle breeding. It was 
open to them to avail themselves of either of them 
according as it suited them. 

As regards the evils resulting from the proximity 
of reserves to villages. His Excellency remarked that 
no general rule could be laid down that they should 
not be within a mile of the village or so, but that 
ovbvy attempt was being made to avoid it wherever 
and whenever it was possible. His Excellency was 



not inclined to view favourably thoir protest against 
multiple punishment being inflicted for a single 
forest offence, for he said that forests were intended 
for the benefit of the public, and any infringement 
of the rules must be met with deterrent punishment. 
There was, however, every desire on the part of 
Government to prevent forest laws boaiing bard on 
the people. 

In regard to their representation in the matter 
of the establishment of a model farm, His Ex¬ 
cellency informed them that the question of estab¬ 
lishing one in the district was at present engaging 
the attention of Government. 

The last representation of the deputation refer¬ 
red to the hoavy charges of survey operations now 
going on in the district. Thoy could not seo the 
justice of the ryot being made to bear all the weight 
of survey charges when the survey operations were 
carried on as much in the interest of Government 
revenue as in the interest of the lyots lights. 

His Excellency said that, after all, the charges 
were to be paid but once and were not very heavy. 
When they asked that the Government should bear 
a portion of tho charges, they seemed to forget that 
it should come out of the general tax-payers’ pocket. 
Besides, ho could not see the justice of their request 
when virtually they asked, say, the Tricliinopoly 
district, to pay for the survey operations in 

Hello re. 

The deputation then withdrew thanking Ills 
Excellency for the patient hearing he had given 
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to their representation, and requesting him to 
convey their thanks to His Excellency the Viceroy 
for the reduotion in the salt tax. 


A KARNAM’S DEPUTATION. 

After lunch His Excellency was waited upon by 
a body of karnams, who asked for an increase to their 
pay as they found their present salary hardly enough 
to meet their wants. Before tno present system of 
payment in coin they used to be paid in kind, which 
had been of great advantage to them. 

His Excellency pointed out to them that their 
present scale of pay was fixed on a calculation of what 
they had been getting in kind under the old system. 
He therefore declined to consider their request for 
increase. They next asked for batta being given to 
them whenever they were detained for long periods 
at the head-quarters of taluks during jamabandi and 
other special duties. His Excellency promised to 
consider this request, and referred their request for 
more stationery to the Collector. 

A ROUND OP VISITS. 

Their Excellencies drove in the evening to the 
Free Church Mission High school, which they 
inspected in company with Dr. Downie and the 
Headmaster. Leaving the school, they drove to the 
District Jail, where a short time was spent in going 
through the wards. 
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THE RAJAH OF VENKATAGIRI’3 SCHOOL. 

In heavy rain which foil this evening, His 
Excellency drove to the Rajah of Vonkatagiri’s 
High school, where lie was received Ly Mr. R. A. 
Srinivasa Iyengar, the President, Mr. M. Cliengayya, 
the Secretary, and Air. A. Santanarama Iyengar, the 
Headmaster. After the annual report had been 
read, His Excellency distributed the prizes and 
delivered the following address :—- 

GfiMTiiKMES,—It is a very real pleasure to me to 
perform the three-fold functions which you have been 
good enough to reserve for my visit to this school 
and this very interesting occasion will form no 
inconsiderable part of the agreeable memories that 
I shall preserve of my brief stay in Nellore. I am 
much obliged to you for the account which you have 
given me of the history of the school and of the 
extension of its buildings in which you have been 
engaged during the past three years. The most 
pleasing feature of that account is that from the 
very beginning Hindus and Muhammadans have 
co operated to found and develop the institution. 1 
note that of the four principal benefactors two have 
beou Hindus and two Muhammadans, and I gather that 
both sections of the community are equally interested 
in the welfare of the school. It is, from every point 
of view, pleasing and satisfactory to see this co¬ 
operation, which can only result in mutual benefit. 
I have heard it stated that Mu sal man boys do much 
bettor in a mixed school than they do in one of their 
own where there is not the same emulation. If this 
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is so, I dare say that Hindu boys derive a correspond¬ 
ing benefit from association with lads of different 
religion, ideas and customs. There can, however, 
be no doubt at all as to the advantage of Hindus and 
Muhammadans wdrking together in any undertaking 
for the public welfare, and I congratulate you 
heartily on the fortunate circumstance that they have 
done and are doing so for this school. I am deeply 
interested in the question of Muhammadan education 
which is just now so sadly in need of a stimulus, and 
I hope to hear later on how the Musalman boys aro 
doing hero and how many, of them read up to the 
Matriculation standard. Nellore is fortunate in 
having had the munificent and enlightened aid of 
the IIa j ah of Venkatagiri, who belongs to a noblo 
family, the present members of which aro all noted 
for their liberality and public spirit. And I con¬ 
gratulate the town also on having such generous 
citizens as the two former Dowans of Venkatagiri in 
the past, and Mahomed Abdul Karim Khan Sahib at 
tho present timo. The very air of Venkatagiri must 
inspire munificence, seeing how much you are 
indebted to former Dewans and the present Rajah. 

1 he extension of 3 - our buildings is the natural 
consequence of the striking increase in the number 
of scholars, and I think you are as much to be 
congratulated on your ability to meet your growing 
requirements as you are on the cause of those 
requirements. I am glad to hear that the progress 
of the institution has not been limited to a mere 
increase in numbers, and f find in the report of the 
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Inspector of Schools and in that of the Committee, 
much that does credit to all concerned in the manage¬ 
ment of the school. I am particularly interested to 
hear of the wise endeavours of the Headmaster to 
inculcate a taste for general reading, and I quite 
agree with the Committee that this important part 
of education cannot be commenced too early. It is a 
standing complaint that the young Indian altogether 
neglects study and self-culture as soon as ho leaves 
school or college, and I need not on this occasion 
repeat the many trite but true observations that are 
always made on this subject. Eveiy year, at the 
solemn Convocation of the Madras University, when 
some eminent Fellow, deputed by the Chancellor, 
bids Godspeed to the students who have just received 
their degrees and are about to set forth to the battle 
of life, the same advice is given. The young men 
on whose ability and, above all, on whose character 
the future welfare of the country depends, are told 
that their education has only commenced and are 
exhorted to be students all their lives. But it is not 
sufficient to be a student of books : it is even more 
important to be a student of men and of the facts of 
life, and I am glad to see that the Headmaster has 
also recognised this necessity. The Committee are 
cautious about expressing an opinion on the value of 
the experiment which is referred to in their report, 
and no doubt there is much to be said for the view that 
lectures and sermons do not make the same impression 
<>n the young ns personal example and casual precept. 
But the experiment is certainly worth trying. 
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“ Lives of great men all remind us 
Wo can make our lives sublime 
And, departing, leavo behind us 
Foot-prints on the sands of time— 
Foot-prints which perhaps another 
Sailing o’er lifo’s solemn main, 

A forlorn and shipwrecked brother, 

Seeing, may tako hoart again.” 

Lectures on moral subjects with, illustrations 
from the lives of great men may, or may not, serve 
to inculcate principles of abstract morality, but I 
should hope from them a more certain and more 
important result. They should serve to turn the 
thought and aspirations of the young student to that 
study of religion which is too much neglected by the 
rising generation of Hindus. I shall not venture to 
broach the important and difficult question which 
my remark will suggest to you. No doubt you, far 
more than myself, are deeply interested in tho 
movement that is now taking place to resolve doubts, 
unrest and indifference. The question is one for 
you, Hindus, and not for us, Englishmen, who cannot 
do more than strive to set an example which will 
impress you. I shall however remind you of two 
true proverbs. The first is that “ The fear of God 
is the beginning of wisdom,’* and the second is that 
“Righteousness exalteth a nation.” Aou would do 
well to ponder over them. Again there is a saying 
of the great philosopher, Bacon, which seems to me 
to apply to the present condition of thought in 
India. “ A little philosophy,” said Bacon “ inclineth 
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man’s mind to atheism, but depth in philosophy 
bringeth men’s minds about to religion.” The 
object of these remarks of mine is merely to invite 
your attention to the paramount importance of 
religious instruction in the education of the young, 
whether they bo Christians,Muhammadans or Hindus. 
As to the methods and ways in which it should be 
imparted, I cannot, of course, advise you. 

But I am straying from the subject of the duties 
which are now beforo me. I shall have the greatest 
pleasure in complying with your request that I 
should open tho building of the primary school and 
lay tho foundation stone of tho proposed block of 
rooms and I shall do so with very sincere wishes for 
tho future success and prosperity of tho Venkatagiri 
Eajall’s High school. 

His Excellency laid the foundation stone of an 
extension to tho school building and opened a now 
building presented to tho school for the accom¬ 
modation of its primary department. 

His Excolloncy then loft amidst cheers for him¬ 
self and Lady Amp thill. 


FROM NELLOR.E TO BEZWADA. 

Bezwada, 21th Nor. — Their Excellencies Lord 
and Lady Ampthill and party left .Vellore at 10- 00 
a.m. to-day by spocial train for Bezwada, the depar¬ 
ture being private. It was feared, owing to heavy 
and ineessant rain the whole of Last night and this 
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morning, that the journey to Bezwada might he 
interrupted, and that the round about route via 
Arkonam and Wadi would have to be taken, but, 
through the untiring energy of the Madras Railway 
officials, the journey by the East Coast was 
performed without any very great inconvenience, 
except a few yards beyond Talamanclii, where the 
train had to be taken over a recently constructed 
diversion which by last night’s rain w r as completely 
submerged, the water being 18 inches over the rails. 
This place was crossed with considerable caution, 
the engine being first sent over to test the safety of 
the line. Later in the evening, however, this diver¬ 
sion was completely washed away, stopping through 
communication, thus proving the difficulties under 
which the Railway authorities laboured in success¬ 
fully taking the special train over the diversion. 
The line up to Ongole had suffered considerable 
damages at different places from the recent heavy 
rains, but these have practically been repaired by 
temporary constructions. 

The party had lunch at Ongole, and reached 
Bozwada at 6-15 p.m., the appointed hour. The 
principal stations en route were crowded with eager 
spectators, the station premises being tastefully 
decorated. The arrival at Bozwada being public, 
there was presont a largo assombly of European 
ladies and gentlemen and leading Indian officials 
and Zamindars of the district. Among those 
present were Mr. F. 0. Parsons, I.C.S., Collector 
of the district, Mr. J. S. Heaney, Sub-Collector, 
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Mr. G. F. Paddison, Special Settlement Officer, 
Mr. H. H. O’Connell, Superintending Engineer, 
Mr. C. E. Smith, Superintendent of Police, 
Messrs. A. 0. Romilly and W, J. J. Howley, 
Executive Engineer?, Mr. A. W. Lushington, Con¬ 
servator of Forests, Mr. Dawson, District Forest 
Officer, P.ajah Venkatarangayyappa Row and his 
minor son, the Zemindar of Muthyala, Rao Baha¬ 
dur Etliiraja Pillai, and Dewan Venkateswara Rao. 
A Guard of honour was furnished by the East 
Coast Rifle Volunteers. On Their Excellencies 
alighting the Collector introduced several of those 
present. Their Excellencies, after a few minutes’ 
stay at the station, drove to Mr. Romilly’s bunga¬ 
low in Buokinghampet. 


THE KISTNA ANIOUT. 

The New Head Sluices. 

Bkzwada, 28th Nov. —To-day’s crowded pro- 
gramme of important functions at Bezwada began 
with a visit by Their Excellencies to the head 
works of the Kistna anicut, a furlong to the west of 
the great railway bridge which spans the mighty 
river. They were accompanied by the Staff, Mr. 
F. C. Parsons, the District Collector, the Sub- 
Collector, the Head Assistant Collector, District 
Superintendent of Police and others. At the head 
works Their Excellencies were met and received by 
Mr. H. H. O’Connell, the Superintending Engineer 
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of the Circle, Mr. A. G-. Bomilly,'Mr. W. J, Howley, 
Mr. J. M. Parker, Mr. P. Narayanaswami Naidu, 
the Sub-Divisional Officer, and Mr. C. H. Yenkata- 
ramiah, the Anicut Superintendent. The party, 
who arrived in rain, were conducted to the construc¬ 
tion works in connection with the new Bezwada 
head sluice. At the ne\y works Her Excellency 
was requested to lay the keystone of the arch of 
the first vent of the new head sluice. Mr. O’Connell 
explained that the stability of the old head sluice 
had for some time given cause for anxiety and that 
it had at first been suggested that it should be 
strengthened, instead of a new one being erected. 
But experiments to test the leakage underneath and 
the upward pressure disclosed that the whole work 
was unsafe, and it was then decided to build a now 
head sluice. Work in connection with this latter 
was begun in February, 1902. The first of the 
arches which will carry the platform supporting 1 the 
gearing was ready and Mr. O’Connell took advan¬ 
tage of Their Excellencies’ visit to request Lady 
Ampthill to undertake to key up the first arch. 
This Her Excellency did amidst loud applause, 
declaring it to be “ securely keyed up ”. She was 
presented with a handsome silver trowel as a 
memento of the occasion, with which she applied the 
mortar. The original head sluice was found inade¬ 
quate to give all the discharge required for the 
ultimate area of 400,000 acres to be irrigated in the 
Kistna Eastern Delta and the new sluice will meet 
this requirement. 
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TITE EISTNA FLOODS. 

After tliis short function was over, His Excel¬ 
lency was taken over tbe length of the now bead 
sluice and inspected the wall which collapsed during 
the recent unprecedented floods in the Kistna, with 
the result that tbe floods rushed into the main canal 
of tho Eastern Delta and severely tried the strength 
of the small railway bridge over the canal a little 
lower down. While here, Mr. O’Connoll explained 
to His Excellency how tho breach had occurred, 
owing to the apparently weak construction of tbe 
parapet wall, which, it was believed, had not been 
properly bunded at its weak section, and how the 
broach had widoned to 600 feet. Then the party 
walked over the temporary ring bund made with sand 
bags and earth so as to prevent water escaping from 
tho canal, and to enable tho river-wall to be rebuilt 
and to continue tho supply of water to the'eastern 
delta. It is a matter of groat credit to the Public 
Works authorities that by moans of temporary 
works at a cost of Its. 27,000, they were able, within 
a fortnight from the date of the breach, to resume 
the usual supply of water for irrigation purposes. 
They are now at work restoring tbe parapet wall 
on stronger foundations and with more durable 
materials, and a steam engine of eight horse-power 
is engaged in baling out water from the scour-hole, 
and it is proposed to employ two more engines to 
expedite the work of pumping out the water. A t 
tbe time of His Excellency’s inspection the level of 
water baled out from the scour-hole was 2| feet 
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below the sill level of fho bead sluice and tbe depth 
of water which still remains to be balod is 14 feet 
more, after which the work of laying the foundation 
will begin. Arrangements are also being made to 
construct a new. girder bridge a little to the west 
of the railway bridge over the canal, for diverting 
the cart traffic on to the anient, the new head sluice 
having been constructed at the place where the old 
bridge was. 

The party next proceeded over the old head 
sluice winch, by the way, will be demolished after 
the completion of the new —and inspected the flood 
mai’k of 1896 and that of last month. In the latter 
the flood level was 23£ feet over the crest of the 
anicut while in 1896 it was only 20 feet. The 
P. W. Workshops were next visited and the work in 
the carpenters and smiths’ shops, which was in full 
swing, was inspected with interest. His Excellency 
was next conducted to the river bank where he was 
shown the iron punt which is now being built for 
lifting tbe anicut shutters. Thence the party 
returned to the Divisional Stores where all, includ¬ 
ing Their Excellencies Lord and Lady Ampthill, 
were weighed, their weights being entered in a book 
maintained in the stores. It is of interest to note 
that in the book are found recorded the weights of 
several previous Governors and distinguished officers 
who have visited the stores in past years. 

A visit was then paid to the “Atkinson” Girls' 
School where Their Excellencies were received by the 
nuns. A short programme of musical drill and 



song3 was then gone through after which Their 
Excellencies returned to Mr. Romilly’s bungalow 
by a different route so as to see the various sites 
proposed for the erection of the new hospital. 

ADDEESSES AT BEZWADA. 

At noon His Excellency drove to the Museum 
Hall to receive addresses from the Municipalities 
of Bezwada and Guntur, and the American Lutheran 
Evangelical Mission of Guntur. The platform in 
the hall was covered with gold brocaded cloths and 
there were placed on it two ivory chairs of splendid 
workmanship, besides a gorgeous silver chair. His 
Excellency, seated in the silver chair, received the 
three deputations introduced by Mr. Parsons. 

Before receiving their addresses His Excellency 
made the following sympathetic reference to the 
recent floods in the district:-- 

Gentlemen, —Before I proceed to receive the 
addresses which you are about to present to me, I 
should like to say a few words about a matter which 
is not referred to in any of the addresses. What I 
saw and heard this morning during my visit to the 
anicut brought vividly to my mind the appalling 
catastrophe from which the town of Bezwada and 
the district generally, have providentially escaped. 
If the flood had not mercifully been of an exceed- 
ingly short duration, I think there is very little 
doubt that most of the town of Bezwada would have 
been wiped out and whole anicut system would 
have been destroyed, while the loss to human life 
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and property of all classes, would have been abso¬ 
lutely incalculable. From a catastrophe and 
calamity of that magnitude you have been mercifully 
preserved, under very fortunate circumstances; for 
the flood began to subside from the very moment it 
had reached its highest limit. On that I congratu¬ 
late you and the people of the district. It is indeed 
awful to contemplate what would have happened 
if the huge Kistna River had raged as long as the 
smaller streams raged in tlio floods in Cuddapah and 
V aniyambadi, where there have unfortunately been 
severe loss of life and great destruction of property. 
I sympathize deeply with the unfortunate people 
whose homes have been destroyed, and who have 
lost their household goods and chattels and whoso 
crops have perished. But, I may tell you that 
everything that is possible to do for them is already 
being done for them. Government has placed funds 
at the disposal of the Collector which he tells me 
aro amply sufficient for all needs. I have no doubt 
that this assistance of Government is being, and 
will be, supplemented by that private charity which 
is always readily forthcoming in India. I have not 
heard what is being done here in that respect. I am 
glad to think that at Vaniyambadi, where the abnor¬ 
mal rains have produced perhaps the greatest cala¬ 
mity, and also at Cuddapah, private charity has 
come promptly and generously to the fore and there 
have been not wanting among the well-to-do citi¬ 
zens gentlemen who at once came to the succour 
and help of their loss fortunate fellow citizens and 
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provided them with food, clothing, etc. While I 
am on this subject, I cannot lot pass the opportunity 
of saying how highly I appreciate the conduct of 
all officers of Government, both Englishmen and 
Indians, at the time of the floods. I am sure you will 
agree with me that tlio promptness and readiness of 
resource with which they acted and the manner in 
which they did not spare either trouble, or exertion, 
could hardly have been surpassed. From the Collec¬ 
tor downwards, all the officers of tho district woro 
prompt in their action and indefatigable in their 
exertions. I should like to particularise those who 
did specially good work, but it will bo invidious to 
mention those whose names I am acquainted with and 
to omit others who did equally well and whose 
names I cannot at this moment carry in my head. 
No doubt, you are all well aware how somo officers 
were happily able to save a great many human lives 
by the courage and promptitude with which they 
embarked in boats and brought back people who 
were isolated, clinging to trees and floating wreck¬ 
age. It is no more than we expect from officers of 
Government, whether of the Public Works Depart¬ 
ment, the Police or of any other department, whether 
they bo Englishmen or Indians, that they should 
display resource, promptitude and courage on occa¬ 
sions of great emergency. When the occasion dees 
arise and when they do display in a conspicuous 
degree all those qualities which we expect of them, 
they are none the less to be commended and congratu¬ 
lated. I am glad to have the opportunity of saying 
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liow pro ad I feel of the officials of tlie district 
and the manner in which they discharged their duties 
under the trying circumstances which commenced 
on tho 7th October and continued to cause the 
greatest apprehension and anxiety for a good time 
afterwards. I will not detain you any longer. I 
am now ready to receive the addresses which you 
were about to present. 

THE BEZWADA MUNICIPAL COUNCIL. 

His Excellency then received the following 
address from the local municipality :— 

Mat it please Youe Excellency, —We, the 
members of the Municipal Council of Eezwada, have 
the pleasure to welcome Your Excellency and Lady 
Ampthill to this ancient town. Although this is 
the first occasion on which Your Excellency has 
visited this town, the sympathetic manner in which 
all classes of the people have been permitted to 
have access to Your Excellency in other parts of the 
Presidency, on occasions like the present one, has 
been a continual gratification to us; and we con¬ 
gratulate ourselves on the opportunity which has 
been given us of welcoming Your Excellency, and of 
conveying our thanks for that personal interest in 
tho representations of the people, which is especially 
characteristic of Your Excellency’s administration. 

2. We are grateful for the keen personal interest 
that Your Excellency has been evincing in the 
industrial improvement of tho country, by giving 
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Your Excellency’s active and sympathetic support 
to such movements as the forthcoming Industrial 
Exhibition. 

3. We crave your careful and sympathetic 
attention to the hardship of the inhabitants of 
this rapidly-growing town for want of an adequate 
water-supply. Though a water scheme was sanc¬ 
tioned and funds allotted for the commencement of 
work so long ago as 189G, the matter was subse¬ 
quently dropped during His Excellency Sir Arthur 
Havelock’s administration. We humbly beg to 
press once again the claims of this town for a well- 
arranged water-supply on Your Excellency’s earnest 
consideration, on account of the great difficulties 
that people, chiefly women, have to suffer in obtaining 
water from the river and the] canals, especially in 
the hot season. 

4. In view of the great trouble that the inhabit¬ 
ants of Buckinghampet and of the northern portion 
of the town liavo to undergo in carrying their dead 
to the cremation ground, situated in the river bed, 
we beg Your Excellency to grant us permission to 
liavo a special ferry boat for the purpose across the 
Bunder canal in a suitable locality. 

5. With reference to the site for the new hos¬ 
pital, we would urge for Your Excellency’s consider¬ 
ation that the most suitable and economical site 
would be the land at the apex of the Ryves and 
Ellore canals. The municipality has already at its 
disposal in this place almost sufficient land for the 
purpose, and on the removal of the spoil banks of 
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the canals there would be additional land available, 
which, if added to the present municipal lands, 
would bo amply sufficient for the hospital. This 
site is naturally well-drained, water-supply is within 
easy reach, and the saving to the municipality over 
drainage, water-supply and land compensation, 
would enable the hospital accommodation, which 
had to be greatly curtailed below the requirements 
of the town on account of the expense, to be con¬ 
siderably increase!. We might also mention that 
the inaccessibility of the present sanctioned site 
would probably render it necessary to provide some 
additional madical aid at a more central situation, 
even after the construction of the new hospital, 
the efficiency of which would be considerably de¬ 
creased by the diversion of funds to this purpose. 
We would, therefore, earnestly beg Your Excellency’s 
intervention in the matter, and request that the 
site which we have now proposed may be sanctioned 
and the additional lands required placed at the dis¬ 
posal of the municipality, so that the work for the 
commencement of which funds are now available, 
may be undertaken at once. 

6. One more request and we have done. This 
municipality was granted a partial franchise in 1893, 
and we request that Your Excellency’s Government 
may now be pleased to grant us the full franchise 
allowed by the Act with an elected chairman. 

7. We beg, in conclusion, to assure Your Excel¬ 
lency of our deep loyalty and devotion to Your 
Excellency as a worthy representative of our Beloved 
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King Emperor, aud of our prayer that the Source 
of all Good may grant Your Excellency and Lady 
Amptliill a long and prosperous life. We beg to 
remain, etc. 

HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR'S REPLY. 

Gkntlumkn, —I thank you on behalf of Lady 
Ampthill and myself for the very kind manner in 
which you have welcomed us to Bezwada, and I am 
glad to hear that, although this is my first visit to 
this town, you do not regard me as a complete 
stranger. It is satisfactory to know that what I 
have said publicly in other places receives more than 
merely local attention, for I am thus spared a good 
deal of tedious repetition and it is also an indication 
of the desirable growth of public interest in public 
affairs. You do not owe me any special thanks for 
doing that which is my duty, but the fact that you 
and others are good enough to express such gratitude 
confirms me in ray opinion that one of the mo3t 
pleasing traits of the people of India is their appre¬ 
ciation of any effort that is made on their behalf. 
This gratitude, which I believe to be sincere, is 
part of the innate politeness which is another distin¬ 
guishing characteristic of the people of India and 
they are both the result of centuries of ancient 
civilisation. I admire and appreciate these good 
manners, and I only hope that no evil communi¬ 
cations will over corrupt them. In my conversation 
with the people of this Presidency, and I have 
conversed with men of all classes, I have always 
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met with these qualities, and I am somotimes tempted 
to wish that the abstract entity called “ Govern¬ 
ment” could converse with that abstraction called 
“ The Public ” ; for then 1 am sure that it would 
be more generally recognised than it sometimes is 
that the motives for which you give me special 
credit are common to all who are concerned in the 
administration of India. 

I now turn to those particular wants of your 
own which you havo represented to me and which 
are having, I assure you, my careful and sympathetic 
attention, I wish it were in my power to give you 
a satisfactory reply to your request for a well- 
arranged water-supply, but all the schemes which 
have so far been suggested appear to be impracti¬ 
cable either on account of their prohibitive cost or, 
as in the case of the proposal to utilise the abutment 
wells of the railway bridge, because the supply is 
inadequate. The present position of affairs is that 
Government is awaiting your report on the result 
of your correspond* nee with English firms, and when 
that comes in, 1 can promise you that it shall receive 
the careful attention of Government, but I am sorry 
to say that the prospects of success do not seem 
very hopeful. From what the Collector fella me, I 
gather that your difficulties arise rather from the 
distance from which water lifts to be fetched in the 
hot season than from any actual scarcity of supply, 
as there is always water in the river, and in this 
resjioct you are more fortunate than your brethren 
in Guntur, who, for a long time past, have suffered 
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from actual scarcity of supply, involving the neces¬ 
sity of conveying it by rail in tanks. Fortunately, 
however, Government has been able to come to the 
assistance of that town, and I trust it may still be 
found possible to discover some means of alleviating 
the inconveniences from which you suffer. 

I understand that the Collector has already con¬ 
sulted the Superintending Engineer with a view to 
supplying your need for a special ferry boat to carry 
corpses over the Bunder canal and thus avoid the 
long detour from Buckinghampet through the town 
and over the bridge to the burning ground. This 
request seems at first sight to be a perfectly reason¬ 
able one ; but I am told that it has already been 
considered and rejocted. I will, however, have 
further enquiries made and the reasons for its former 
rejection re-examined. 

As regards the site for the hospital the Collec¬ 
tor has, in the course of my drive this morning, 
pointed out to me all these sites, and I quite agree 
with him and you that the site which was long ago 
set apart for a hospital at the apex of the Ellore and 
Jlyves’ canals is the most suitable. The reasons 
which have led you to reject the site selected by the 
Sanitary Board and that suggested by the Sanitary 
Commissioner appear to me to be perfectly well- 
grounded, and Lady Ampthill is looking forward to 
the pleasure of laying the foundation of the building 
on our return from Masulipatam, three days hence. 

I believe I am right in saying that your municipal 
oonstitution dates from the year 1888 or about 16 
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years ago, and although what I may perhaps allude 
to as your Upanayanam ceremony was performed 
some ten years ago when you were invested with the 
first skein of the sacred thread of franchise in the 
shape of the privilege of electing six Councillors, 

I am not quite sure that you have j'ot attained to the 
full stature of mature manhood at which you could be 
invested with the remaining skeins emblematic of 
complete electivo privileges and bo permitted to 
elect the full quota of three-fourths of the number 
of Councillors and your own Chairman. You can 
point with justifiable pride to your record of work 
done which has, I believe, been uniformly satisfac¬ 
tory, though now and again some shortcomings may 
have necessitated the employment of a few qualifying 
adjectives, and I congratulate you heartily on the 
results you have achieved. It is natural that you 
should wish to “ grow up ” at once and chafe under 
the restraining hand of pastors and masters, but as 
I am told that you are yourselves not unanimous in 
respect of the request which you have made to me, 

I. think you will agree that the time has hardly 
yet come for complying with it. 

In Arundelpettah and the Arundel chattram I 
find you have preserved grateful recollections of him 
whose w r ise guidance did so much to set you, at the 
outset, on the right road to local self-government, 
and who w ith such sound judgment provided for the 
expansion of the town which he clearly foresaw with 
the advent of the railways and improved communica¬ 
tions. He is still, I know, keenly interested in the 
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welfare of this town and will be glad to hear how 
steadily you have progressed in wealth and pros¬ 
perity and in the path of good administration. 

THE GUNTUR MUNICIPAL COUNCIL. 

The Guntur Municipal Council then presented 
the following address : — 

Mat it bleasb Your Exci lLkkcy, —We, the Coun¬ 
cillors of the Municipal Council, Guntur, on our own 
behalf and on behalf of the inhabitants of Guntur, beg 
respectfully to offer our cordial greetings and hearty 
welcome to Your Excellency on this occasion of 
Your Excellency’s visit to our district, though we 
have been denied the rare honour and pleasure of 
doing so in our own town. 

We are thankful that Your Excellency has 
deigned to visit our district at this part of the year 
at much personal inconvenience to acquaint } T ourself 
with the conditions of the people after the unprece¬ 
dented Kistna floods of this year, and in this we 
cannot but realize your sincere sympathy and 
genuine solicitude for the millions of people entrusted 
to Your Excellency’s benign charge. 

During the pa3t three years, our town passed 
through a trying and terrible water-famine, so 
much so that wells having failed, water had to be 
imported from elsewhere; but we have now the 
fortune to see that this, the one drawback of our 
town, is being removed during your benign regime. 

We beg to acknowledge with heartfelt thanks 
the help which Your Excellency’s Government has 
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extended to us in tliis matter not only by having 
sanctioned a water-supply scheme, but by having 
made a free gift of a lakh of rupees with a further 
promise of Rs. 9,000 later on, anti by having offered 
a loan of Rs. 25,000 to be spent during the current 
year. We avail ourselves of this opportunity to 
personally express our gratitude for this munificent 
liberality and generosity to advance our interests, 
and we are glad to say that whenever we have shown 
ourselves worthy and deserving of such support, we 
have invariably received it at your hands. In this 
connection, we beg to submit that we have humbly 
approached Your Excellency for a farther loan of 
Rs. 83,800, which together with Rs. 25,000 already 
offered will amount to a moiety of the total esti¬ 
mated cost of the water-supply scheme, which if 
completed in its entirety, will prove a boon and 
blessing to our town, and we now therefore earnestly 
solicit Your Excellency for compliance with our 
humble request. 

We have no intention of troubling Your Excel¬ 
lency with any further requests on this occasion 
except of informing Your Excolloncy that we, alive 
to the responsibilities of our trust, have been doing 
our best to discharge them with fidelity and earnest¬ 
ness so far as opportunities and finances would 
allow. 

We beg to think Your Excellency for the kind¬ 
ness with which you have receive.! this deputation 
and address, and we pray that the All-Merciful 
may bestow Ilis choicest blessings and long life 
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on Lady Amptliill and Your Excellency. We teg 
to subscribe ourselves, etc. 


HIS EXCELLENCY TOE GOVERNOR'S REPLY. 

Gentlemen, — I greatly appreciate your kindness in 
coming here to offer me a greeting on your own behalf 
and on behalf of the inhabitants of Guntur, and all 
the more so as you have no long list of requests to 
prefer to me. I should have liked to have seen your 
town if I had been able to find the time to go there, 
but [ can assure you that it is like a Chinese puzzle 
to fit all my numerous duties into the days of the year 
and the hours of the day. It would be pleasant to 
be able to travel about the Presidency in a more 
leisurely fashion, but if 1 did so I should get behind¬ 
hand with the other affairs which occupy all my 
waking hours. The principal reason why 1 should 
have liked to see Guntur is that the town affords an 
example of efficient municipal administration. 
During the three years that I have now been 
Governor of Madras, Guntur has figured among 
the small number of towns whose administration 
we have been able to characterise as “good” in 
our annual reviews. It may interest you to know 
that in the last batch of Administration Reports the 
verdict was “ good ” in the case of 15 towns, “ fairly 
satisfactory ” in 36 and “ unsatisfactory ” in 9 towns. 
We are unfortunately obliged to use the words 
“ fairly satisfactory ” far too often in the Govern¬ 
ment reviews of municipal work, and l can assure 
you that we are really glad when we find that less 
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qualified approbation is justifiable, Tlie Govern¬ 
ment, as you handsomely admit in your address, 
are not slow to appreciate good work done and 
honest effort at improvement in municipal adminis¬ 
tration, and it is on account of your high character 
in this respect as well as by reason of your pressing 
necessities that we have given such substantial 
assistance to your water-supply scheme. 

While I am on the general subject of municipal 
administration, I cannot do better than quote a 
few of the remarks with which the Hon’blo Mr. 
Hammick, the Acting Chief Secretary to Govern, 
ment, lias prefaced the very useful Manual which he 
has just published. Mr. Hammick, who writes with 
a considerable official experience in the matter, says 
that much, misconception exists in this country 
with regard to municipal government in Europo. 
“Municipalities in Europe are not independent 
bodies. They are under very considerable control, 
and though no doubt in India the control is in 
some respects greater, in other respects our corpora¬ 
tions are as free as those of the West. It has 
always to be remembered that the first condition 
of sound and healthy self-government is ‘ the law- 
abiding spirit, the respect for authority, the spirit of 
compromise, the high standard of honesty and 
truthfulness, seriousness and integrity in politics’, 
qualities which are only attained after long periods 
of trial and experiment.” Well, municipal self- 
government in India is still a very young plant 

and it would be unreasonable to expect it to bear 
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much fruit at present. It needs careful tending, 
•watering and, sometimes, pruning, in order that it 
may develop into a large and vigorous tree, and 
nothing would be more fatal than to attempt to 
force the natural growth. Just as good parents are 
careful to prevent precocious mental or physical 
development in their children and skilful gardeners 
prune and trim their plants so that there may be no 
rank and weedy growth, so it is the duty of Govern¬ 
ment to tend the development of this exotic plant of 
local self-government, which they have introduced 
into India; to foster and watch its growth by all 
the means which are likely to render it productive 
and to prune judiciously where pruning is the best 
method of inducing a more vigorous development. 

Now, I am very glad to meet you, the Municipal 
Councillors of Guntur, as it affords me a pleasant 
opportunity of congratulating you on your past 
work. Your permanent Collector, Mr. Morris, told 
me some little time ago that Guntur had become a 
model town, that the collection of taxes had always 
been excellent, that the roads were in first-class 
ordor, that the town was well swept and the public 
health good, and that cholera, which used to be 
endemic, was now a rare visitant and never spread. 
Further, he told mo of your capital municipal market 
and the sewage farm which you recently started 
and particularly about the excellent work that 
w r as done to avert the sufferings of water-famine by 
bringing a temporary supply irom the Gengaiapalem 
springs. You will, I am sure, admit that the credit 
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for all this good work is mainly due to your 
Chairman, Mr. P. Vencata Krishnayya Nayudu, 
who has for eight years presided over you with 
admirable energy and enthusiasm. It is owing to 
his efficient administration that your Council was 
exempted from the necessity of appointing a paid 
Secretary, and it gave me Very great pleasure to 
recommend him for the title of ltao Bahadur, which 
His Excollency the Viceroy was pleased to confer 
on him on the occasion of the Delhi Durbar. I am 
glad to have this opportunity of congratulating him 
once more in your presence and of telling you that 
his is the spirit which we want for the improvement 
of local self-government. With a little more roal 
local patriotism and disinterested activity, with a 
little less faction and self-seeking, the municipalities 
and Local Boards of the Madras Presidency would 
soon show signs of healthy development. 

I acknowledge with pleasure your expressions of 
gratitude for the assistance which the Government 
has been able to afford j’ou and I only wish that it 
were more often my lot to receive similar thanks 
addressed to Government by other Local Bodies. 
The Government hope in time to be able to give 
assistance to all the municipalities which need and 
deserve it, but it will be a long business and an 
anxious task to fairly decide claims of priority. 
Your request for a further loan has been noted 
and provision is being made to comply with it 
in the estimates of loans and advances for next 
year. 
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j thank you for your personal good -wishes, 
which I reciprocato by wishing success and pros¬ 
perity to your administration. Believe me, if you 
strive honestly and manfully to perform your task 
as the guardians of your fellow citizens and keep 
ever before you a high ideal of public duty, you 
will find in the gratification of clear consciences the 
purest happiness and the highest reward. 


THE AMERICAN EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN 
MISSION. 

The deputation of the Missionaries of the 
American Evangelical Lutheran Mission of Guntur, 
w.’.th the Rev. Mr. Wolf at its head, next presented 
His Excellency with the following address of 
welcome:— 

May ir please Your Excellency,— We, the 
representatives of the American Evangelical 
Lutheran Mission of the South Kistna District and 
adjacent parts, beg to call Your Excellency’s atten¬ 
tion to a few facts connected with our work as a 
mission, in which we are sureYour Excellency will 
be sympathetically interested. 

More than 60 years have passed since we began 
work here and though our aims aro spiritual first 
and always, we have largely worked along those 
lines both philanthropic and eleemosynary, which 
lead to the improvement and advancement of llis 

Mnj' dy’s subjects physically, socially, morally as 
w oll as spiritually. 
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1. "VVe respectfully draw Your Excellency’s atten¬ 
tion. to our educational work as a mission. The 
mission had its birth in a school and sinco then, 
through the years, we have, through the schools of 
the mission, benefited all classes. We have now in 
our schools, numbering 232 and including one second 
grade College, an Industrial School for Muham¬ 
madan women, two Boarding schools, two Normal 
schools for the training of teachers, 13 schools for 
the children of the better classes, exclusively for 
girls, and 21S Elementary schools for all, over 6,700 
children reading and our expenditure on education 
alone was, for 1902, Es. 51,884. Wo started the 
first school for caste children on this side the Kistna 
river almost 30 years ago and our efforts in this 
direction have been steady and uninterrupted. Tn 
all this work Your Excellency’s predecessors have 
shown more than ordinary interest. Lord Conne¬ 
mara visited our Industrial School for Muhammadan 
women in 1890 and Lord Wenlock opened our new 
College building in,1893 and, we thankfully acknow¬ 
ledge the substantial help which from timo to time 
wo have received from the Government. 

2. In 1883 wo began our medical work and our 
mission has the honour of having hail one of the lirst 
qualified lady practitioners in our Presidency, who is 
still at work in the hospital in Guntur. In 1892 
our dispensary was opened and in 1897 the whole 
hospital plant was completed and opened at a cost 
of one lakh of rupees, towards which the Local Fund 
and District Boards contributed Ka. 16,000. The 
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endowment fund of the institution amounts to 
Rs. 30,000, thus assuring its permanence as an 
institution. At present, we have in charge of this 
splendid and humane work two lady doctors and a 
third is on her way from America. It needs no 
argument to show Your Excellency what a blessing 
this medical work has been and is to the women 
and children of this part of the Presidency ; and 
we are not claiming too much when we claim that 
this institution is the best equipped and conducted 
of its kind outside of our Presidency town. Not 
including the lady doctors’ salaries, Rs. 11,700 were 
spent on this work in 1902. 

3. In addition to these philanthropic and eleemo¬ 
synary institutions, the mission has opened an 
orphanage with over 130 inmates, most of whom 
have been saved from death during the late famine. 
AVe have not housed them as yet in a permanent 
building, but this work has been undertaken and a 
plant costing about Rs. 30,000 is being erected with 
dormitories for boys and girls, Superintendent’s 
house and school building ; which when completed 
will greatly add to our effectiveness in caring for 
the needy and forsaken. It is to this incomplete 
plant we would especially draw your Excellency’s 
attention. We have applied through the Edu¬ 
cational department for a grant-iu-aid toward tho 
buildings. We cannot say with what fate our 
request will meet. According to the Educational 
rules a building grant may be sanctioned. We only 
trust that in view of all that has been done by our 
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mission toward the uplifting of the masses, in view 
of our hospital woi’k as well as in view of the 
character of this endeavour itself, Your Excellency 
will be pleased to use your kindly offices to help us 
to secure this grant-in-aid. 

We have no desire to trespass further on Your 
Excellency’s valuable time and with our best wishes 
for Your Excellency’s continued prosperity as our 
Governor, we, citizens of the Western Republic, 
beg to remain, etc. 

HIS EXCELLENCY TnE GOVERNOR'S REPLY. 

Gentlemen, —You are quite right in supposing 
that I should be sympathetically interested in the 
facts concerning your mission which you have been 
good enough to recite. They are not only very 
striking facts, but also facts which must be very 
gratifying to any one who has the welfare of 
Southern India at heart. As Governor of the Presi¬ 
dency I cannot but rejoice at hearing of so much 
practical work of benevolence on educational, medical 
and industrial lines. As an Englishman I rejoice to 
see men and women of the great nation which is so 
closely connected with ours by the ties of blood- 
relationship, common language and joint heiitago of 
tradition, assisting us in our work in this country. 

And as a Christian I rejoice to see a wonderful 
example of disinterested devotion to the cause of 
Christianity and civilisation on the part of people 
who have no other call to leave their homes and 
work in distant countries and uncongenial climates. 
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I have already seen a good deal of the work o 
American missionaries, particularly at Vellore, 
Dindigul and Madura, and I only regret that time 
will not permit me to visit the American Mission 
College at Guntur. I have, however, seen enough 
to realise how efficiently and zealously it is being 
worked and what benefits are being conferred on the 
people of the Madras Presidency by the education 
and medical aid which are so generously provided 
by our kinsmen in America. Unfortunately Govern¬ 
ment is not always able to second and emulate this 
generosity, as our grants-in-aid are restricted by 
necessary rules and regulations and by various 
considerations other than those of sympathy with 
the workers and admiration for the work which they 
perform. Your Guntur Mission applied for assistance 
from Government towards the cost of building the 
College which was opened by Lord Wenlock in 1803, 
but that I believe is the only previous occasion on 
which you have asked for Government assistance. 
Now you have asked for a grant-in-aid towards the 
cost of building your orphanage, and I find that 
the late Director of Public Instruction, with whom 
the decision rested, refused the grant under the 
rules. You, however, maintain that under the 
Grant-in-Aid Code the grant is admissible and I 
find on inquiry into precedents that it may be 
possible to give a wider interpretation t.o the rules 
than that on which the Director thought it necessary 
to base his decision. I shall therefore ask the 
present Director of Public Instruction to look into 
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the case again and submit the papers to me before 
he comos to a final decision. It will be necessary to 
address some further inquiries to yon-on the subject, 
but this is a matter of detail into which I need not 
enter now. 

I find in the District Manual that the American 
Mission at Guntur was founded by the l?ev. 
C. F. Heyor, who came to Guntur in 1842 just a year 
after Mr. Noble of the Church Missionary Society 
started the work of his mission in Masulipatam. 
Mr. Noble wrote to the then Collector of Guntur 
and asked him to give his support to the Lutheran 
missionary adding “ May the Lord smile on his work 
and crown it with early success.” The labours of 
those two pioneers of mission work on behalf of 
their respective missions have indeed been crowned 
with remarkable success which will, I hope, be 
sustained and long continued, and I trust that work 
which commenced with such happy co-operation will 
never be marred by any unfriendly rivalry. The 
joint labours of English and American missionaries 
in this country seem to me to be an example and 
augury of the good that will result to the world at 
large if our respective nations unite to preserve the 
peace and promote the welfare of humanity. 

I thank you for the benefits that your mission has 
conferred on this Presidency, and I hope that your 
devotedyind disinterested labours will long continue 
to be as successful as they have been hitherto. 
I am also grateful to you for your good wishes 
which I think you will see are fully reciprocated. 

7 n 
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DEPUTATIONS. 

His Excellency then drove to Mr. Romilly’s 
house and received two deputations with whom ho 
discussed several matters affecting the district. 

A DEPUTATION FROM BAPATLA. 

The first deputation consisted of four ryots of 
the Bapatla taluk, the spokesman being a rich ryot 
paying an annual assessment of Its. 12,000 to 
Government. The first point represented by the 
deputation was the question of delay in passing 
orders by Public Works Department authorities 
on applications made by ryots for water-supply. 
Generally applications were made before March, 
but orders were often delayed for several months, 
while water was required in June or July. If a ryot 
should perchance cultivate any land prior to tho 
receipt of orders refusing the supply, he was charged 
penal assessment. His Excellency inquired of the 
Collector as to the accuracy of that statement, and 
the Collector replied that such was the case in sev¬ 
eral instances owing to the number of applications 
received being too large to be dealt with by the 
Public Works Department within proper time. His 
Excellency informed the deputation that the matter 
was at present under the consideration of tho Board 
of Revenue, and until the receipt of their report 
it was impossible for him to say what the decision of 
the Government would be. He, however, assured 
the deputation that ho would look into the matter 
himself. He considered that it must be a great 
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inconvonienco to tlio ryots to be kept waiting so long, 
and ho hoped that it would be possible for Govern¬ 
ment to do something to remove that grievance. 

The next representation made by ( lie deputation 
was that certain blocks of land close to villages 
were included among reserve forests, though they 
wore fillod with Water during the rainy season, with 
the result, that if cattle strayed into them, ryots 
were punished under the forest rules. The depu¬ 
tation therefore prayed that such blocks might be 
placod at the disposal of (he ryots, and in some 
cases it might even be possiblo to cultivate portions 
of them which meant (hat Government would derive 
more revenue from those blocks than they did at 
present by including them in the forest reserves. 
His Excellency informed the deputation that the 
Collector aud the District Forest Officer had recom¬ 
mended to the Government that the blocks of land 
spoken of by the deputation should be thrown out 
of reserve, but he could not promise that Govern¬ 
ment would be able to accept (heir recommendation 
until he had himself gone into the question carefully. 
He assured them that he would look into the matter 
when he returned to Madras, and lie hoped that it 
would be possible to give them back the blocks of 
land wdiich they required. 

After representing two more grievances which 
were of a minor and local character the deputation 
withdrew. Before they withdrew, Ilia Excellency 
told them that he was very glad that their requests 
wore reasonable, aud ho was able to consider them 
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favourably. Ho added that requests mado to him 
wore not always reasonable, and he was glad when 
lie met somebody who made requests which wore 
reasonable and which could be granted. 


VIJAYAWADA SABIIA. 

The next deputation that waited upon 1 [is Excel¬ 
lency was that of the Vijayawada Sabha which 
claimed to bo the local Mahajana Sabha. His 
Excelloncy ascertained from the deputation by a 
series of questions the aims and objects of the Asso¬ 
ciation, and from the admissions mado by the 
deputation it would appear that the Association had 
not been working properly for some years till 
recently, owing to internal disagreement. The first 
subject touched upon by the deputation was the 
excessive fee charged by the local municipality for 
sunshades put up, which were nothing more than 
screens of gunnies to afford protection from the rays 
of the sun. It was represented that since 1898 the 
charge had been increased from one anna to four 
annas per day in consequence of an interpretation 
put. on a Government Order, with the result that 
there had been a strike among the shopkeepers who 
were induced by the Sabha, after considerable diffi¬ 
culties, to reopen the shops on the assurance that 
the matter would bo represented to Government and 
redross obtained. His Excellency confessed that ho 
did not understand the matter clearly, and he was „ 
afraid that it would lake a long time to gut to fho 
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bottom of it; and he assured them that he would go 
into the question as early as possible. 

Tho next grievance brought to the notice of ilis 
Excellency was the very close proximity to Bozwada 
town of the forest reserves which, they said, meant 
considerable hardship to the people, inasmuch as 
they wore prosecuted for cattle trespass and also 
considerable inconvonienco and harm was caused by 
cheetahs, hysenas and mad jackals which abounded 
in the forest. His Excellency reminded them that 
the animals named abovo were not exclusively 
found in tho reserve forests, but anywhere; in 
fact recently a cheetah appeared in the compound 
of tho Ootacamund Club. The fact that poople 
had not represented that matter to tho authorities 
concerned since tho days of Eord Wenlock showed 
that there was not much of areal grievance in what 
they said. However, if they should make a proper 
representation to Mr. Lushingtori, Conservator of 
Forests, and tho District Forest Officer, His Excel¬ 
lency had no doubt that they would look into tlio 
matter and afford such redress as was necessary. 
In imply to His Excellency, Mr. Cushington said 
that ho would look into this matter. 

The third subject touched upon by the depu¬ 
tation was the question of ground rent. It was 
pointed out that since 1S93 plots of land had been 
purchased from tho municipality and houses built 
thereon ; and all of a sudden the municipality had 
Issued demand notices last year calling upon owners 
for the payment of Its. 10 por acre per ) ear as 
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ground rent for the preceding three years—a stop 
for which there was no justification whatever. If 
the history of the grant of house sites was, the depu¬ 
tation urged, lookod into, there woidd bo nothing to 
support the claim made by the municipality for 
ground rent; but if the Government should rule 
that the levy of ground rent was justifiable and 
legal, the deputation prayed that it might be fixed 
at the settlement vato of one rupee per acre. Id is 
Excellency promised to talk the matter over 
with the Collector, as the question raised Avas an 
exceedingly complicated one. The deputation then 
withdrew. 

THE LEVEE. 

At 4 p.m. Ilis Excellency held a Levee at the 
museum, at which a large number of leading Euro¬ 
pean and Indian gentlemen of the district were 
presented to His Excellency. 


A GARDEN PARTY. 

At 6 p.m. Their Excellencies attended the garden 
party given, in their honour, by Rao Bahadur M. 
Etlierajulu Pillai at his residence, to which a, 
largo number of ladies and gentlemen had been 
invited. Fort unately the weather, which had been 
threatening since the morning, cleared up at G o’clock, 
Avith the result that the entertainment proved a 
complete success to the unspeakable delight of the 
}lost Their Excellencies witnessed a nauteli dance 
and a l\ol attain dance by a bevy of dancing girls ; 
after which they partook of light refreshment that 
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liad been provided, and witnessed, before leaving, a 
pyrotechnic display. The whole compound of Rao 
Bahadur Etherajulu Pillai’s residence ami the 
approaches to it were beautifully illuminated by 
kerosine lamps and Washington lights. The ex¬ 
terior of the building was picked out in coloured 
lights, while the interior was brilliantly lit up with 
Stella lamps and Chandeliers. 

DEPARTURE FOR MASULIPATAM. 

Their Excellencies, after having dined with 
Mr. A. G. Romilly and other members of the Hcz- 
wada Club, left for Masulipatam at 11 p.m. by house 
boats. 


AT MASULIPATAM. 

Masulmwtam, ‘SQih A Dr .—Their Excellencies, 
accompanied by the Staff, the Collector and the 
District officers, arrived at Masulipatam at 4-30 r.M. 
on the 29th after travelling 42 miles by the Kistna 
canal, and drove to the Collector’s house. The 
arrival was private, but 1 he streets were thronged 
with people who gave Their Excellencies a warm 
welcome. Later in the evening Their Excellencies 
attended Divine service. This morning Their Excel¬ 
lencies drove round the town visiting the local 
institutions. Leaving the Collector’s house, they 
drove past Sharkey’s Memorial Girls’ School, the 
pupils of which were drawn up alongside the road 
under the* charge of the Rev. and Mrs. Goodman. 
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After accepting their welcome, they drove on, 
stopping awhile again amongst 500 school children 
dressed in holiday attire, gathered by Miss Jennings 
from the six Girls’ schools attached to the Chuich 
Evangelical Zenana Mission. The girls cheered 
Their Excellencies enthusiastically as they left. At 
the Hindu High school, founded so far back as 
1856 by the late Sir Sesliiah Sastriar while he was 
Huzur Sheristadar of Masulipatam, l heir Excel¬ 
lencies were received by the Headmaster, Mr. 
Krishnamachariar, and conducted through tlio 
various classes at work. His Excellency was 
interested to know that the school was a memorial 
and monument of the good work of Sir Seshiah 
Sastriar in a district whero his name is still 
cherished. After inscribing his name in the Visitors’ 
book His Excellency left the school, requesting the 
Headmaster to give the boys a holiday. Lord 
Ampthill then visited the College founded by tho late 
Rev. R. T. Noble, who came out to India as a teach¬ 
ing missionary in 1843 and continued to labour till 
1865, when In ■ died. Their Excellencies were 
received here by the Rev. Mr. Clarke, Principal, 
and tho Professors of the College, which has over 
300 pupils in tho College and High School depart¬ 
ments. They wore conducted through the classes 
at work, and in one of the College classes the 
Governor asked the beys what profession they 
intended adopting after leaving college, and was 
interested to learn that four voted for Law, two 
favoured the Forest Department, two the Revenue, 
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while the Public Works, Police and Teaching 
claimed one each. His Excellency climbed to the 
roof of the College from which he had a splendid 
view of the surrounding country. The party then 
took leave of the Principal and paid a visit to the 
Municipal Hospital where they were received by 
Captain Mitter, District Medical Officer, and shown 
over the various wards. Her Excellency paid a 
surprise visit to the local Dufferiu Hospital in 
company with the Medical Officer while the Gov¬ 
ernor drove to the Masulipatam Basin, in cotnpauy 
with Mr. Howley, Executive Engineer, to obtain 
a view of the Fort and the swamps. Their Excel¬ 
lencies then drove through the crowded streets of 
Robertsonpetta visiting thoDistrict Court, where they 
were received by Mr. Venugopala Chetty, District 
Judge, and the pleaders of the court. Before 
returning to the Collector’s residence Their Excel¬ 
lencies visited the Dutch Cemetery where the 
Collector pointed out to them the very interesting 
old Dutch tombstones. The coat-of-arms and the 
inscriptions on them, carved in relief, appear as 
sharp and clear-cut still as they could have been 
when carved upwards of 250 years ago.# 

Until comparatively recent times Masulipatam 
was a great commercial emporium on the Coroman¬ 
del Coast and carried on extensive trade iu printed 
calico goods and other articles with all parts of 
India and with even distant countries. In tho 
seventeenth century, the Dutch, the French and 
English had settlements here as tho pettas of the 



town, which still boar their names, and other monu¬ 
ments which exist even to-day sufficiently attest, 
It is a fact well known to many that the French still 
continue to hold a small possession within the local 
limits of the municipality. The general decay of 
the Indian handicraft in the latter half of the last 
century, the silting of the port of Bandar, the dread¬ 
ful cyclone of 1864, the removal of the British 
cantonments from the station, and the long neglect 
it has suffered by reason of its exclusion from the 
benefits of railway communication are a few of the 
causes which are said to have contributed to the 
present decline of Masulipatam. The town was the 
second British Settlement in the Presidency, after 
Madras, and was the head-quarters of a Provincial 
Council in the 18th century. The building in which 
the District Court of Kistna is located was built in 
1790 by “ William August Dobban, Second in tlie 
Council of Masulipatam, at a cost of 10,000 Madras 
pagodas and this fact is inscribed on a massive 
wooden beam in the roof. 

At noon His Excellency, in the presence of the 
District officials, received addresses from tho local 
Municipal Qquncil and the District Board. 

Before receiving them ho made the following 
statemont with regard to the recent floods :— 

Gentlemen,— Before I roceive the addresses of 
the Municipal Council and the District Board, I 
should like to say a fow words on a subject which 
must be uppermost in your miuds, as indeed it is in 
mine, although it is, in a sense, of loss permanent 
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importance than the questions of your local needs 
which you are about to represent to me^ I refer, 
of course, to the excessive fains of tho present 
season which culminated in the calamitous floods 
of 7th October. Occasional visitat ions of Providence, 
among which this one will always bo notable, afford 
the most striking illustrations of the old adage that 
it is possible to have too much of a good thing, 
even of water in India. I had occasion in Bezwada, 
two days ago, to speak of the floods, and I shall not 
repeat what I said then with regard to your 
providential escape from a disaster incalculably 
greater than that which has already befallen the 
district, the sympathy which I feel with the 
unfortunate sufferers, and my Sense of pride and 
pleasure at the courage, energy and resource 
displayed by tho District officers. What I want 
to tell you now are a few facts as to the amount of 
damage which was done, and the measures which 
have already been taken to relievo distress. I 
know that, in speaking to you, I am speaking to the 
general public who are eager to know those details, 
and I, therefore, take this opportunity, in anticipa¬ 
tion of the publication of official reports, of giving 
you information which the Collector has just placed 
in my hands. 

The sudden riso of the Kistna on the 7 th 
October caused three broaches in the river bank, 
resulting in numerous broaches in the banks of the 
canals and considerable damage to the flood bank 
on Divi Island, and an area of 2^6,403 acres was 
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floodod, bosidcs an area 90,254 acres which was 
flooded by previous excessive rains. No less than 
175 villages were inundated by flood, and 72 by the 
previous rains, while the number of fallen houses is 
computed at 12,226. In 77 villages the villagers 
were forced to vacate their houses. The area of 
dry and wot crop affected by the floods, including 
Zemindari and Government land, is computed at 
about 100,000 acres, the dry and wet remission 
involved being estimated by the Collector at about 
Rs. 3 lakhs. It is little short of marvellous, and a 
causo for groat thankfulness, that, in all those 
circumstances, only nine human lives were lost, and 
that no loss than 15,142 people were rescued from 
imminent dangers, 6,271 head of cattle were 
drowned, and 1,093 were rescued. 

You will, I am sure, all admit that District 
officers and Government were prompt in giving 
relief to the sufferers, and the Collector tells me that 
the number of individual meals furnished at Govern¬ 
ment expense was 62,536, while private persons 
provided 5,050. In this connection I am glad to be 
able to speak of the generous aid afforded by Mr. 
Rungayya Appavow Bahadur, Zamindar of Nuzvid, 
and tho Zamindar of South Vallur, who sent the 
Collector Rs. 400 and Rs. 500, respectively. But 
when their liberal donations and the value of the 
rice distributed by tho Tsallapalle Zemindar and the 
District Association are deducted from tho total of 
Rs. 1,272 which was contributed by private persons, 
there remains the insignificant sum of Ils. 52 to 
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represent the united charity of the wealthy men in 
this wealthy district. I am aware that in the delta 
villages much was done by those who had the moans 
to help their pooler neighbours, but I am much 
disappointed that more was -not forthcoming from 
well-to-do people who were not affected at all by the 
calamity. I am glad that the District Association, 
which did nothing at all in 1896, did do something 
on this occasion, though the valuo of their contri¬ 
bution was only Ks. 120 ; for it behoves those who 
profess to be anxious for the welfare of the people 
at large to give practical proof of their sincerity. 
Widespread distress,’resulting from a great visit¬ 
ation of Providence, is eminently the occasion for 
the display of private charity. It is neither possible, 
nor right, that Government should do every thing, 
nor would such a thing be expected or asked for in 
any country where true public spirit exists. 


I have only to add that the question of remission 
ofland revenue will bo considered in due course, and 
with all regard to the magnitude of the losses that 
the ryots have suffered. The repairs to public 
works which will cost at least Bs. 12 lakhs will 
be carried out with all possible expedition and with 
all precautions against future damages. A sum of 
Bs. 5,000 which was allotted to tin Collector for 
rescue parties and gratuitous relief has proved 
more than sufficient up to the present time, and the 
sums of Bs. 3,000 and Its. 5,000 which have been 
allotted for loans in Divi Island and the Guntur 
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division, respectively, will be augmented if it sliould 
be found necessary to do so. I hope I have now 
given all the information Which I bolievo the public 
has been anxious to receive. 


THE MASULIPATAM MUNICIPAL COUNCIL. 


The following address was then presented by tho 
local Municipal Council:— 

May it please Your Excellency, —We, tho 
members of the Municipal Council of Masulipatam, 
most respectfully beg leave to accord to Your 
Excellency a most sincere and cordial w T elcome to 
our town. We feel sure that nothing but the deep 
and abiding interest that Your Excellency is known 
to take in all that concexms this ancient land and 
Your Excellency’s noble desire to make yourself 
acquainted at first hand with the needs and require¬ 
ments of every place could have induced Your 
Excellency to undertake a visit to our isolated, 
though not altogether uninteresting, city which 
could only be reached by many miles of wearisome 
travel, and we feel deeply thankful to Your Ex¬ 
cellency for the honour of this visit involving no 
inconsiderable sacrifice of time and personal com¬ 
forts. Your Excellency’s large-hearted ness and the 
farseeing policy of confidence in the subjects, 
your condescension and affability to all sorts and 
conditions of people, your sympathies with the 
aims and 1 aspirations of the educated natives, your 
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impartial recognition, and reward of merit and capacity 
wherever found, and above all your anxious solicitude 
to revive the decaying industries of this vast country 
as the ou]y means which will enable an indigent but 
industrious population safely to tide over troublous 
times of drought and famine, have endeared Your 
Excellency to all classes of your subjects, and it is, 
therefore, with the deepest sentiments of affection 
and most profound gratitude that we joyfully greet 
to-day in our midst Your Lordship, who so worthily 
represents, in this Great Southern Presidency, His 
August Majesty whose generous impulses and trans¬ 
cendent wisdom have already borne fruits and have 
knitted together firmer thau evor into one indis¬ 
soluble whole, the countries and continents which 
constitute the proud Empire of Britain. 

The ancient celebrity of Masulipatam, and her 
early connection with the fortunes of the East India 
Company are matters of history too well known 
to be dilated on here. Until comparatively recent 
times Masulipatam seems to have been a great com¬ 
mercial Emporium on the Coromandel Coast and to 
have carried on extensive trade in printed goods and 
other articles with all parts of India and with even 
distant countries. In the seventeenth century tlio 
Dutch, tho French and (ho English had settlements 
here as the petas of this town which still bear tboir 
names and other monuments which exist even 
to-day sufficiently attest. Tho French still continue to 
hold a small possession within the local limits of the 
municipality. Numerous causes havo contributed to 
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the present decline of Masulipatum, among which 
might be mentioned tlio general decay of the Indian 
handicraft, the silting of the port of Bandar, the 
dreadful cyclone of 1864', the removal of the British 
eantonments from the station, and last not least the 
long neglect it lias suffered by reason of its exclusion 
from the benefits of railway communication. It is 
still the second largest town in the Circars with 
considerable export trade. 

With this brief and imperfect account of our 
town, wo pass on to lay before Your Excellency 
with Your Excellency’s gracious permission, our 
wants and grievances; and if, in an address of this 
kind, we devote a considerable space to an expression 
of such wants and grievances, it does not argue, we 
crave to submit, any lack of appreciation on our 
part of the one thousand and one blessings which 
wo now enjoy under the benign British Government 
with a sense of security and permanency beyond 
tiie dream of ages. Wo are fully conscious of the 
great progress wo liavo made along all lines under a 
strong and beneficent Government and are intensely 
loyal and thankful to the great nation who govern us 
with high and noble purposes. But the prominence 
wo give hero to an enunciation of our grievances 
is due to a very natural human desire to still further 
improve our condition by placing them personally 
before the bead of the administration when an occa- 
j,, r) offers and ••>«« Icing their amendment at the hands 
of our administrators and wc rejoice at the rare 
opportunity which is now afforded us of so doing 
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befoi'o such an indulgent and sympathetic Ruler as 
Your Exoellency. 

First and foremost amongst our needs, we would 
place a railway connection between this place and 
Bozwada, where there is a network of railways. Wo 
have been singularly unfortunate in having been so 
long shut out from tho outer world, and we san- 
guinely hope, despite many disappointments, that 
this rauoh-needed boon will be conferred upon us 
before a year or two roll away and Your Excellency’s 
great namo will be associated by tho people of this 
town in grateful remembrance with the blessing of 
increased facilities of communication. We expect 
many advantages to this town and this district from 
the lino of railway, but we think it hardly necessary 
at this stage to enlarge on the subject. Should tho 
attempt of the Kistna District Board to induce the 
present projectors of tho line to expedite its con¬ 
struction prove abortive, wo sincerely trust and pray 
that Your Excellency will lose no time in advising 
tho Board to construct it themselves; and in secur¬ 
ing for them from Imperial funds such loans as the 
undertaking may require. 

Secondly, wo would respectfully place before Your 
Exoellency, for consideration of Your Excellency’s 
Government and redress at an early date, our long- 
felt need of a better system of water-supply to this 
town. Tho present system is utterly defective: it 
neither ensures a wholesome nor a perennial supply. 
It fails during the hottost part of the year when the 
peed for drinking water is most sorely felt. Tho 
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system, as a whole, is condemned on all hands and 
this crying need of this town for an adequate and 
pure supply of this all-essential element has long since 
attracted the attention of Government and experi¬ 
ments are now being made under its orders on a 
sand ridge in the neighbourhood of this town to see 
if, by constructing large wells, sufficient water could 
be secured for the supply of this town by pumping 
operations. This is one of the three alternative 
schemes proposed for the supply of pure water. 
Whichever of the schemes may be ultimately re¬ 
solved on for adoption, its elaboration and execution 
are sure to involve an outlay utterly beyond the 
slender resources of this town and the works coidd 
only be undertaken with the liberal aid of Gov¬ 
ernment. As the final completion of the scheme 
suggested above will necessarily be a work of time 
and large outlay, we make bold respectfully to renew 
the request that we submitted to Your Excellency’s 
predecessors on a similar occasion to remit the 
contribution of Its. 1,370, which this municipality 
annually makes to Government for works done by 
Government in I860 in connection with the pi*esent 
water-supply. We have paid the contribution long 
and the channel which supplies the municipality 
with drinking water has since of late beon utilized 
by Government for irrigation purposes also. This 
small sum if set froe, would enable the municipality 
to some extent to improve the present water-supply. 

A third want of this town also much felt is a 
thorough and well-regulated system of drainage in 
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the place of the present unsatisfactory methods to 
drain the town, on which such sums as the munici¬ 
pality could spare are annually expended. The 
introduction of a better system would entail on the 
municipality expenditure of money so large that it 
must ever despair of being able to bear it without 
munificent aid from Government. 

A proper market in the centre of the town is 
also a desideratum and its construction according to 
• standard plans would cost us about half a lakh of 
rupees. Its need is felt and acknowledged by the 
Council, but its construction is put off for want of 
funds, all available sums at present being required 
to meet other and more pressing demands, such as 
the enlargement of the hospital and the filling up of 
low places iu the town. 

In conclusion we bog to thank Your Excellency 
for your kind acceptance of our humblo address. 

Expressing once more our pleasure in welcoming 
Your Excellency to our town and wishing Your 
Excellency and Lady Ampthill long life and pros¬ 
perity. Wo beg to remain, etc. 

HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR’S REPLY. 

Gentlemen, —You must have among you a scribe 
of altogether exceptional talent, for the address 
which you have just read to me is quite the most 
graceful in diction and excellent in composition that 
I have yet had the pleasure of hearing. It is not 
the far too flattering remarks about myself which 
have made me of this opinion, but, rather, the 
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general: literary style of the address, the concise 
description of Masulipatam, the clear statement of 
your wants, the eloquent appreciation of the benefits 
of British rule, and the graceful courtesy which 
penades the whole address. I thank you most 
sincerely for all the kind expressions you have used 
in welcoming me to your ancient and famous town, 
and, although I am unablo to take credit for all the 
good qualities which you all are kind enough to 
attribute to me, I cannot but believe that what you 
have said you have said in all sincerity. Therefore, 
it will always bo a pleasure and a satisfaction to me 
to remember, amidst all the criticisms to winch a 
public man is necessarily exposed, that, at any rate, 
1 had the good opinion of the Municipal Councillors 
of Masulipatam. It will not turn my head, I can 
assure you, for there are many others who do not see 
mo quite as you do, and Avhose opinions, expressed 
just as openly as yours, enablo me to realise the wish 
to which the Scottish poet Burns gave utterance 
when he wrote :— 

Oh wad some Power the giftio gio us 

To see our eel as itbers see us ! 

It wad froo mony a blunder free us, 

An’ foolish notion. 

Htill I can fairly claim that your opinion is right 
in so far as it takes me to bo devoted, heart and soul, 
to the work which was entrusted to me by the late 
Queen- Victoria, and which His Majesty the King- 
Kin per or has permitted me to continue. That work 
occupies all my thoughts and all my time, and I 
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should merely be failing in my duty if I grudged 
either time or thought. To me, fond as I am of 
travel, the journey hither has been a rest and relaxa¬ 
tion, and I am sure I shall find this town of historic 
celebrity as interesting, though in another way as 
pleasant, as the landscape and fertile fields which I 
have seen from the gently gliding canal boat. I 
should be truly sorry if you had not taken this 
opportunity of representing your wants and griev¬ 
ances, for it is them particularly that I have come 
to find out. The courteous diffidence with which 
you approached mo on the subject is no less an 
earnest o( your good faith than your appi’eciation of 
existing benefits is your claim to special consider¬ 
ation. I shall, therefore, endeavour to meet you in 
the same spirit. 

First and foremost among your needs, you tell 
me, is a railway connection between this place 
and Bezwada. As this subject also finds a place 
in the address of the District Board which I am 
to have the pleasure of receiving immediately, 
you will, I am sure, forgive my reserving what I 
have to say for ray reply to the members of the 
District Board who are more directly connected 
with the undertaking than yourselves. I am sure 
your expectations as to the advantages which will 
accrue to your historic town from a railway which 
would link it to the several lines converging at 
Bezwada, are well founded, and I share your hope 
that t.he project may be completed during my tenure 
of office, or that, at any rate, I may see its inception* 
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and the satisfaction thereby of one of the most 
important wants which have figured in your 
addresses to my predecessors for so many years 
past. 

The Collector tells mo that samples of water 
obtainable from the Gudur sand ridge, which were 
sent to the Chemical Examiner, have been pro¬ 
nounced by that authority to be impure, so that 
this one of the two sources from which it was hoped 
that a supply of good water could be obtained 
has unfortunately failed. The whole matter has, I 
understand, been reported to the Sanitary Engineer, 
and it remains now to determine whether any 
alternative scheme of drawing water from the canal 
and passing it into a storage tank through proper 
settling tanks and filter beds can be devised, which 
would be within the means of the Council to carry 
out. Until we know what such a scheme would cost 
and to what extent municipal resources could be 
expected to contribute towards its execution, it is 
premature to say what, if any, assistance could be 
rendered by Government. 

Your request to be relieved of the annual 
payment of Rs. 1,370 is, I fear, inadmissible. It 
represents interest at 4 per cent, on the cost of 
the works which were constructed by Government. 

This question of water-supply is already an old one 
unfortunately, and I am afraid some more time must 
yet elapse before an acceptable scheme can be drawn 
up, so that it is impossible to tell now whether, 
eupposiug other conditions precedent of a grant-in- 
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aid from Provincial funds are fulfilled, there will be 
a sufficient surplus at the disposal of Government to 
admit of a grant being made. Many years ago, for 
the water-supply of the town, and in consideration 
of its payment, you were exempted from the charge 
made at the rate of Re. 1 per 1,000 cubic yards of 
water which is the charge imposed in other places, 
such as Cocanada and Rurnool, which, like your¬ 
selves, are dependent for their supply of water upon 
irrigation canals. 

From what I have been able to see of the town 
and its surroundings during the short time 1 have 
been here, it is evident that an effectivo drainage of 
the town which stands, I am told, only about 8 feet 
above sea level, must present enormous difficulties 
and entail a very heavy expenditure. It seems clear 
from what you have told me that a water-supply 
scheme must come first, and it would appear, 
therefore, that the execution of a complete drainage 
scheme must, for some time to come, remain a dream 
of the future. From the correspondence which I 
have read I gather that the possibility of improving 
the drainage of the town by a scheme of reclamation 
and drainage of swamps which are beyond municipal 
limits has been discussed, but the cost of the neces¬ 
sary work would probably be enormous, and 1 doubt 
whether Government would feel itself justified in 
devoting thereto money which is urgently required 
for public works of irrigation or water-supply 
elsewhere. I shall have an opportunity of discussing 
this matter further with the members of the District 
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Association ancl the District officors whom I am to 
moot shortly, and if any feasible plan to improve 
matters at a reasonable cost is suggested I shall 
be very glad to give it my most sympathetic 

consideration. 

The last need to which you invito my attention 
is that of a good market. This is, no doubt, one of 
the most pressing wants of this town. I am told 
that the sum required to ereot a market on the 
standard plan would be about half a lakh of rupeos, 
but it might be possible to devise a cheaper model, 
and, if other demands on municipal revenues are 
more urgent, I feel tempted to ask whether tliero 
are not persons sufficiently wealthy and public* 
spirited to come to your assistance by providing tho 
necessary funds and thus confer a great boon on 
their fellow citizens, besides erecting a lasting 
memorial to themselves. 

I beg you to accept my best wishos for tho pros* 
polity of Mosul ipatam, and I can wish you personally 
nothing better than that your united and voluntary 
labours should result in advantage and benefit to 
your fellow citizens. 


TIIE KISTNA DISTRICT BOARD. 

The following address tvas next presented by 
the District Board, Kistnn :— 

May it ruusBYuim F*X 0 Kf.r,KN(iY, —Wo, the mem¬ 
bers of tho District Board, Kistnn, respectfully bog 
leave to expvoss our thankfulness for this gmoiogs 
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visit with which Your Excellency has honored this 
district and to accord to Your Excellency our cordial 
and loyal welcome. This district has liad a long 
past history of its own, but its best and brightest 
days have dawned on it with the advent ot the 
British rule. The mighty river Ivistna which im¬ 
parts its name to the district would have discharged 
its treasures of fertilizing water and silt into the 
ocean and wasted them away, as it did for ages 
before, but for the mighty works of engineering 
skill so well conceived and executed by the benign 
and far-seeing spirit of the British Government, 
under which Providence has placed the Indian 
Empire. The vast irrigation scheme which has been 
gradually developed for over half a century and of 
which any country may well be proud, has enabled 
this district not only to maintain a decent position 
in point of finance and prosperity among the dis¬ 
tricts of the Presidency, but also to be a source of 
supply of produce to less favoured parts of the 
country when they are afflicted with drought and 
famine. The upland taluks of this district at timeB 
suffer from drought, but, we are glad we are able to 
say with the deepest sentiments of gratitude to the 
British Government, that famines are much less 
frequent and severe in this district now than they 
used to be. It may also be mentioned with satisfac¬ 
tion that this district has not yet suffered from 
plague, which is causing much consternation and 
loss of life in some sister districts of this Presidency 

and elsewhere. At the last census an increase of 
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16 per cent, was noticed in the population of this 
district and this may be taken as some sign of com¬ 
parative prosperity. But the people of this district 
are backward in industrial and manufacturing 
pursuits. A good knowledge of agriculture also 
is essential, especially on account of the various 
conditions of the soil brought under irrigation 
from day to day, but the people are generally very 
ignorant in this respect. 

While we feel very strongly and sincerely that 
we owe a deep debt of gratitude to the British 
Government for the manifold blessings enjoyed by 
this district, we beg to place before Your Excellency 
the fact that there is immense room for the further 
development of the resources of this district and 
that iu many quarters a great deal remains to be 
done. It appears quite possible to bring many more 
fertile villages, e.g., those of Devarakota estate and 
Pivi Pargana under wet cultivation. It also appears 
that the rapid progress of irrigation and drainage 
channels in the Kaikalur division and other parts 
of the district will open up vast tracts for paddy 
cultivation free from the present risk of failure of 
water-supply or heavy submersion. We are confi¬ 
dent that all those matters will receive their due 
share of attention from the Government and that 
further beneficial results from irrigation projects 
nn der the river will be acquired in course of time. 
The hospital at Bezvvada, the construction of which 
the Government has been recently pleased to sanc¬ 
tion, will be a great boon to all classes of the public 
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including the large floating population which passes 
through the town. The diversion of a large amount 
of money towards its estimated cost of Rs. 46,000 
will seriously disturb the financial position of the 
District Board and will cause other public works in 
the district to suffer to an undesirable extent. We 
request pecuniary help from Government towards 
the execution of this useful but costly work. 

By far the greatest public want of this district 
is the absence of railway communication between 
Masulipatam, the head-quarters of tho district, 
and Bezwada, the place of junction for several 
railway lines. The country between these points 
is the Eastern delta of tho Kistna district, and 
produces paddy on a large scale. The importance 
of the necessity for the line cannot be overstated 
and has been clearly recognised. We are highly 
grateful for the sympathetic efforts made by the 
Madras Government to bring about the construction 
of this branch line. The Secretary of State for India 
in Council was pleased to sanction the formation of a 
company to be called the “ Deccan Branch Railway 
Company ” under the guidance of Colonels Dyndesejr 
and Filgate of London, who endeavoured to promote 
the construction of thd Bezwada-Maaulipnfam, 
Guntur- Rcpalle and Phirangipuram-Guruzala Rail¬ 
ways. The, promoters entered into certain agree¬ 
ments with this District Board and tho Secretary of 
State for India for this purpose. One of the terihs 
to which this District Board agreed was the giving 
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of a guarantee of 4 per cent, on the capital laid out. 
This, the District Board was able to do by resolving 
to avail itself of the provisions of the Amending 
Act VI of 1900, for levying a cess for the construe- 
tion of railways, which act we consider very valuable 
as it legalises the introduction for the first time, of 
the privilege of constructing and managing district 
railways into the scheme of local self Government. 
The agreement between the District Board and the 
promoters allowed the latter, time until 31st July 
last for the formation of the company. The com¬ 
pany was not so formed and, at the request of the 
promoters, an extension of time was allowed them 
until 31st October. Again the promoters failed to 
form the company. Their endeavour to raise private 
capital in Eugland has thus failed, and in India 
there is no hope of our being able to raise the 
requisite funds. "We have no alternative now but to 
depend upon the kind and generous advance of a 
loan by Your Excellency’s Government under the 
terms of the G.O., No. 65G L., dated 9th June 1903, 
enclosing an order of the Government of India 
which was issued in sympathetic appreciation of the 
honest but fruitless endeavours of District Boards to 
raise loaus with the help of the railway cess. We 
most earnestly hope that Your Excellency’s Govern¬ 
ment will be pleased, in as short a time as possible, 
to help us with a loan, to construct the Bezwada- 
MasulLpatam line, with the same concessions and 
privileges as have been hitherto offered to the pro¬ 
moters in London. Other lines of importance such 
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as the. Guntur-Repalle line and the Phirangipuram- 
Gurazala lines which were included in the scheme of 
the promoters will also be of immense value for the 
district, and for traffic of the country in general, 
and we solicit benevolent help of Government to 
enable us to construct these lines also. The capital 
required to construct each ofthese lines on the metre 
gauge is noted below :— 

n». 

Masulipatam-Bezwada lino ... 24,50,000 

Guntur-Repalle line ... ... 17,33,690 

Phirangipuram-Gurazala line ... 12,59,640 

In this connection we beg to bring to Your Ex¬ 
cellency’s notice that railway cess in some parts of 
the district only has been hitherto collected since 
fasli 1312 and the amount realized is in Government 
bonds of the nominal value of Rs. 31,600. Five 
months ago the Board resolved to levy full railway 
cess of 3 pies on the land revenue in all parts of 
the district, and the future anuual income from this 
source is expected to be about Rs. 1,33,000. The 
resettlement of some of the taluks of the district 
which is to take place shortly is expected to improve 
this income still further. 

We cannot conclude this address without a brief 
allusion to the disastrous results in some parts of the 
district, of the recent unexpected rise of the river 
beyond all limits hitherto recorded. The flood has 
caused great loss to the people in houses, cattle and 
other kinds of property besides immense personal 
suffering. Wo thank Your Excellency’s Government 
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for the help extended to them and we be’ievc that 
nothing will be left undone to ameliorate their 
condition. 

In conclusion we pray that Almighty G-od will 
shower His choicest blessings on Your Excellency 
and Lady Ampthill and will confer on you both 
long life and prosperity. We beg to remain, etc. 

HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR’S REPLY. 

Gentlemen, — I have listened with interest to 
your address in which you have given me a useful 
account of the affairs of this district, and I am 
sincerely obliged to you for your kindly words of 
welcome. I shall follow your example and not 
dwell on tlio past history of the Kistna district, full 
of interest though it is. Although I am far from 
endorsing the maxim that we should “ lot the dead 
past bury its dead, ” I am under ceaseless obligation 
to the acting and the living present, and thus it is 
that I must confine my attention to the business of 
the present day rather than poke about among the 
archaeological remains of the Buddhist times at 
Amravati and Bezwada, visit the interesting ruins 
of the old forts and places at Kondapalle, lvondavidu 
and Bellamkonda, or indulge in reflections on the 
struggles between the British and the French, which 
are suggested by the old fort at Masulipatam. 
Like yourselves I am more concerned with the great 
irrigation works which were originated by the 
genius of Sir Arthur Cotton and extended and 
improved by a long succession of able Engineers, 
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Before these works were carried out, floods like tho 
oue from which you have so recently suffered were 
not regarded as such unmixed misfortunes. The 
records of the early years after the construction of 
the anient show how ryots clung to their ancestral 
methods of dry cultivation and how they complained 
in many instances that the construction of canals 
and drains and the training of rivers deprived their 
lands of tho benefits of the floods which formerly 
spread over them, leaving rich deposits of silt behind. 
The old order of things has now passed away and 
is probably almost entirely forgotten. The face of 
the country has been completely changed. The 
delta portion of the district, at any rate, is secured 
from drought and enabled to serve as a granary 
from which jour loss fortunate neighbours in the 
uplands and adjoining districts can draw unfailing 
supplies in times of scarcity. Those blessings, 
however, entail certain corresponding disadvantages, 
and floods which are ordinarily confined by the river 
banks, when they do unfortunately burst their 
bounds, pour with increased violence over the 
country, and do all the more damage to crops and 
fields, channels, homesteads and villages. Such has 
been your recent unluckj' experience owing to a rise 
of the river which surpassed all previous records. 
The Collector has just submitted a report to the 
Board of Revenue which you may rest assured will 
receive the most careful and sympathetic attention 
of the Board and Government, and, meanwhile, I 
notice with pleasure your grateful recognition of 
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what lias already been done by the Government and 
District officials to alleviate the sufferings of the 
unfortunate people who have been affected by the 
disaster. 

You say that the people of your district are 
backward in industrial and manufacturing pursuits, 
and I understand from your President that you are 
endeavouring to remedy this defect which, indeed, 
is unfortunately not peculiar to this district, by the 
establishment of an Industrial School at Bezwada. 
The idea of attaching a technical school to the 
Museum at Bezwada is, I believe, as old as the 
Museum itself, but technical instruction cannot by 
itself create industrial development, and I take it 
as a healthy sign of development that it has at length 
become feasible to give practical effect to the idea 
and start a school for instruction in carpentry, 
blacksmith and metal work. I was very much 
interested in what I saw of the work of the school 
during my short stay at Bezwada, and I hope that the 
additional grant which you are going to make to it 
next year will materially enhance its efficiency and 
enlarge its sphere of usefulness and the dissemina¬ 
tion of a more scientific as opposed to a purely 
empirical knowledge. 

Agriculture is a matter to which Government is 
continually devoting its attention, and with reference 
to this subject, I would commend to your notice, as 
individuals (for it does not exactly fall within the 
sphere of your duties as a District Board), the 
excellent example sot by the people of Penukonda 
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in farming am Agricultural Association which I 
believe to be capable of developing into an agency 
of very great valno for acquiring and spreading a 
knowlodge of improved methods of agriculture. 

I must pass briefly over your remarks concern¬ 
ing the possibilities of an extension of irrigation. 
These are rather matters of general administration 
and, as you know, a very great impetus lias recently 
been given to the investigation of irrigation projects, 
and you have in this district a proof of the earnest¬ 
ness of Government in the subject in the special 
parties employed in the investigation of the Kistna 
reservoir project aud the Divi pumping project. 

Coming now to your request for pecuniary help 
from Go verntnent towards the construction of a new 
hospital at Bezwa.da, I must tell you at onoe that 
your application cannot be entertained. The esti¬ 
mate for the hospital has been reduced by the 
elimination of the provision originally made for 
fencing and for wards not immediately required, to 
Rs. 46,065, of which your Board is only called upon 
to pay one-half. I cannot admit this charge will 
seriously disturb the financial position of the District 
Board, seeing that at the close of the current year 
the Local Boards of this district arc expected to 
have ample balances to their credit. 

It is extremely disappointing that the promoters 
should have failed to form a Company for the con¬ 
struction of the much-needed railway line between 
Bezwada and Masulipatam and other branch lines 

in this and in the Kurilool districts within the time 
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allowed. The present position appears to be this : — • 
You and the Kurnool Board have refused to accede 
to the request of the promoters for an extension of 
time for the formation of a Company beyond the 
31st October, and it is now open to you to withdraw 
definitely and finally your offer of a guarantee and 
to determine your contract. The promoters, how¬ 
ever, hold a concession for the construction of these 
lines from the Secretary of State for India, and, 
before any arrangement can bo concluded for 
granting you a loan from the Provincial Loan 
Account for the construction of the linos you refer 
to in this district, it will be necessary to move the 
Secretary of State to withdraw this concession or, 
rather, refuse to concede any further extension. 
It will also be necessary to ascertain whether the 
Southern Mahratta Railway Company will bo 
prepared to construct and work the line in behalf 
of the District Board on precisely the samo terms 
ns they have offered to the promoters. It is, there¬ 
fore, impossible for me to make you any promise of 
the grant of the loan you ask for for which the pre- 
vious sanction of the Government of India would 
be necessary. All I can say is that Government 
will bo prepared to consider an application for a loan 
of the capital required to construct the Bezwada- 
Masulipatam and other branch lines in order that 
the financial aspect of the case may be thoroughly 
examined and such further action as may be necessary 
in the directions just indicated by me may be 
considered. This application should be made by 
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you as soon as possible, as new negotiations would 
necessarily take a considerable time to complete. It 
is, however, possible, if tlie London money market 
becomes more favourable, that the promoters might 
yet be able to find the money, and in this case 1 
think you would be wise to renew your offer of 
guarantee which you have withdrawn. I sympa¬ 
thise with you very sincerely over these disappointing 
delays which are as vexatious to me as they are to 
you. 

Once more I thank you for your address and 
particularly for the kind wishes you have expressed 
towards Lady Ampthill and myself. 

THE KISTNA DISTKIOT ASSOCIATION. 

His Excellency next received a deputation of 
members of the Kistna District Association, consist¬ 
ing of six representatives. The matters which the 
deputation represented to His Excellency were 
mostly of local interest, and as such for consideration 
and disposal by thoDistrict officers. The deputation 
did not raise these points in any spirit of complaint 
bub merely took advantage of Ilis Excellency’s 
presence in their midst to place them before him to 
ensure the sympathy of Government. 

The first point they drew His Excellency’s 
attention to was the condition of the landholders 
under the Isakapalle project in the Tenali taluk. 
These holdings were described to be mostly of poor 
and saline soil, which, some years ago, people from 
distant parts of the district had been induced to biry 
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at a public auction as waste lands fit for profitable 
cultivation in years to come. They, however, re¬ 
presented thatdespito persistent attempts-to reclaim 
the lands in which many had impoverished them¬ 
selves, they were not able to improve those lands. 
They submitted that ryots who had purchased those 
lands were not able to continue payments of tho 
instalments of tile purchase money and, therefore, 
prayed that, considering*fcho miserable and helpless 
condition in which they wore at present, tho remain* 
ing instalments might be excused. They also. ex¬ 
plained' the difficult and expensive nature of cultiva¬ 
tion which ryots had to adopt for reclaiming those 
saline lauds. 

His Excellency said that lie was not able to see 
any. public grievance in the matter, and feared that 
it was merely the complaint of spectators who 
expected from their investments largo and quick 
profits. If they had foolishly burnt their fingers 
over the- businessj as they represented they had, it 
could'not bo tho business of Government toeome to 
their relief. All help, ho fancied, was being given 
to bond Jido ryots who lived on those lands and 
cultivated them, when the Collector was satisfied 
that they stood in need of such help. But it was 
by no means right or fair that speculators should be 
excused of a debt due to Government. 

Tho Collector explained that.during lii.s visit to 
tlu' place he had not heard of complaints-fromJx ,u« 
jido ryots that if those instalments wei^i not re¬ 
mitted 1 they would be ruined, though one of the 


UJS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERN Oil. 1303 

members of the deputation had been persistent in 
those complaints. 

The deputation, however, rejoined that it was 
not individual complaints they were representing, 
but that they were representing a common grievance 
felt by the ryots under the project. If none of the 
ryots had come for ward to the Collector to. complain, 
it was because that the member of the deputation 
referred to had a. power, of attorney to act on behalf 
of the ryots: 

The next point put forward for His Excellency’s 
consideration waa the difficulties which the villagers 
in the Kolair portion of the Gudivada taluk suffered 
from submergence of their lands under the Kolair 
lake floods. They suggested that if the lake was 
drained once a year by the deepening, and widening 
of the outlets, it would give ryots more cultivable 
area of lands and also bring in increased revenue to 
Government, which would amply repay the expendi¬ 
ture on the drainage scheme. 

His Excellency, after listening to their repre¬ 
sentations, told them that that was a matter for the 
consideration of engineering experts* but he would 
also interest himself in the subject and see if any 
thing could be done. 

The deputation represented that Government 
might be pleased to grant remissions in the case of 
lands which were submerged and also postpone kists 
on cultivated lands as they had lost everything and 
had nothing to live upon just now. They repre¬ 
sented that in a month or two lands would become 


1204 


FOURTEENTH TOUR OF 


dry, and if tliey were allowed water for irrigation 
up to a later period than usual, it would enable 
them to cultivate nearly 15,000 acres. 

They were told in reply that the matter of allow* 
ing water was dependent upon the work of repairing 
damages sustained by the head sluice, locks, etc., 
by the recont floods. If water were to be allowed 
to flow in the canal till April, it would interfere 
with the work of repairs, which was more important 
from the point of view of the safety of the anicut 
system than giving relief to a few ryots. His Ex¬ 
cellency said that their representations on the matter 
of remission and postponement of kists would receive 
favourable consideration at the hands of District 
authorities wherever possible. 

His Excellency next discussed with the deputa¬ 
tion ways and schemes for draining the swamps on 
either side of the town, and the deputation then 
withdrew. 


Before returning to the Collector’s house His 
Excellency saw a large number of ryots who were 
gathered in tlio compound of the Collector’s office 
to give themselves the pleasure of seeing the 
Governor in person. 

. FEEDING THE FOOfi. 

In the afternoon Lady Ampthill witnessed, at 
the Hindu High School, the feeding of a very large 
number of the poor of the town, at the expense of 
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the Zamindar of South Yallur, in honour of Their 
Excellencies’ visit. 

A GARDEN PARTY. 

In the evening Mr. and Mrs. Parsons entertained 
Their Excellencies at a Garden Party, at which 
were present all the important officials and non¬ 
officials of the station. 

ANOTHER ENTERTAINMENT. 

Later in the ovening Their Excellencies attended 
an entertainment given in their honour by the 
Zamindar of South Yallur. 

THE RETURN TO BEZWADA. 

Bezwada, 1 st Dec. —Their Excellencies Lord and 
Lady Amptliill returned to Bezwada this evening 
from Masulipatam which they left yesterday night 
after dinner with the District Judge Mr. Venugopaul 
Chettiar, I.C.S. F. C. Parsons, the Collector, accom¬ 
panied the party on the return journey. 

THE AMPTIIILL HOSPITAL. 

At 5 p.m. Her Excellency Lady Amptliill laid 
the foundation stone of tho Amptliill Hospital, a 
number of the leading residents of Bezwada being 
assembled at the site of the proposed hospital, 
which is situated at the apex of the plot of ground 
between the Ellore and Ryves canals. The site, 
which is quadrangular in form, is six acres in area 
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and the ground measures 700 feet on -the west, 600 
feet on the east, 400 feet on the north and 200 feot 
on the south. The proposed building is to consist 
of an administrative block, a kitchen, a general 
ward for native males consisting of 32 beds, a 
general ward for females with six beds, a lying-in 
ward vwith four beds, a delivory ward with one bed, 
an out-patients dispensary, an isolation ward for 
native males with two beds, and another for females 
itli a similar pro-vision, one dead-house and one 
cinorator. These will be constructed at a .cost of 
Us. 44,000 odd which has been contributed in equal 
shares by the Bezwada Municipality and the Ivistna 
District Board. The authorities have in readiness 
plans and estimates for a much larger building with 
additional accommodation. These, however, have 
to stand over for want of funds, and when funds 
are available they propose to add a general ward 
foi Europeans with four beds, a contagious diseases 
ward for native males with four beds, and another 
for native females with four beds, a general ward 
for European females with four beds, servants and 
midwives quarters, two caste wards for males and 
females, respectively, with two beds in each and tho 
hospital assistant’s quarters. 

On Their Excellencies’ arrival at the site of tho 
hospital iliey were met by Bao Bahadur M. Rthi- 
rajulu Pillay, Mr. L. Mathews, the District Board 
Engineer, the Municipal Chairman, and others, and 
conducted to seats in a pandal erected on the site. 
If ore they were garlanded and presented with flip 
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following address which was read by Mr. Ethirajulu 
Pillay:— 

Your Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,— 
The object which has brought us together this 
day—the birthday of our-beloved Queen Alexandra 
—is one which is very important as it is connected 
with the life and well-being of those whom it con¬ 
cerns. There is no institution so necessary for a 
town as that which is essential for the health of its 
inhabitants. We have assembled now to lay the 
foundation of such an institution for the benefit of 
the people of Bezwada. No doubt there has been 
a hospital for the town from the time it rose into 
importance, but it has since been extended in all 
directions by the addition of several suburbs. Hence 
arises the necessity of having a hospital commensu¬ 
rate with the size and importance of the locality. 
Such an idea was originally suggested during the 
memorable administration of the Hon’ble Mr. A. T. 
Arundel, whose name is a household word in the 
district, so early as 1892, when our present head of 
the district was the Head Assistant Collector. A 
suitable site also was selected then in Arundelpetta 
at the apex of the triangular area betwoen the 
Ryvos and Ellore canals. This was subsequently 
rejected but has now been re-adopted and is the 
site on which we stand. It is in no way unsuitable 
for the purposes of a health hospital, being spacious 
and central. It is impossible to securo a better 
Bite. There were several estimates submitted Tho 
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ono that lias been selected amounts to Rs. 5$,565 
which will secure for the town a decent building 
satisfying all needs of a native hospital for the 
present. It is hoped that European wards will be 
added in the course of time. The building, when 
completed, will vie with the newly added ornamental 
buildings of the town adding credit to the munici¬ 
pality and the local fund board which are entrusted 
with the construction and maintenance of this laud¬ 
able institution. There was a time when Bez- 
wada was the hot-bed of all diseases, standing as it 
does on the highway between Benares and Ramos- 
waram. Ihe introduction of the municipality and 
the special care devoted to the gradual improvement 
of the town and the concentration of the various 
railway lines have done not a little towards improv¬ 
ing its health. This building being intimately 
connected with the health of the town, it is hoped, 
will give the crowning effect to the needs of the 
people. Hence it is my pleasing duty to request 
Her Excellency Lady Ampthill, whose name is 
already associated with such benevolent institutions 
in this Presidency, to kindly proceed to lay the 
foundation stone and graciously be pleased to name 
it the Ampthill Hospital in honour of Your Excel¬ 
lencies’ auspicious visit. I take this opportunity of 
thanking the ladies and gentlemen who have 
honoured this occasion with their presence, and my 
special thanks are due to Mr. Mathews, who has 
taken a lively interest in the preparation of the plan 
and estimate, and into whose deserving hands the 


MINlSr^ 


HIS EXCELLENCY TI1E GOVERNOR. 


1209 




construction of the building has been entrusted. 
My thanks are due to the Chairman, Mr. P. Ven- 
katasubbiah Chettiar, also, for having given me the 
honour of reading this report, being an old citizen 
of Bezwada. 


HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR’S REPLY. 

On behalf of Her Excellency Lady Ampthill, the 
Governor made the following reply:— 


Mr. Ethikajolu Pillai, Ladies and Gentle¬ 
men,— Lady Ampthill asks me to say that she will 
have the greatest pleasure in complying with the 
request which you have just made on behalf of the 
Kistna District Board and the Bezwada Munici¬ 
pality. We are both of ns extremely glad that wo 
should have been able to be here on this interesting 
occasion. We should not have had this good 
fortune if it had not been for Mr. Ilowley, the 
Executive Engineer—thanks to whom, we have 
performed the journey from Bundar to this place at 
a pace which, we believe, has surpassed all previous 
records. We are immensely indebted to Mr. Howley 
and his staff and those who assisted him, for their 
indefatigable efforts to enable us to be here in time 
for this ceremony. I quite agree with you that 
there are few things which are more important to a 
town than a good hospital, and I regard the con¬ 
struction of a proper hospital as one of the most 
important landmarks in the history of a Municipal 
town ; it is a landmark in the material as well as the 
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moral progress of the town. It is, therefore, always 
a peculiar pleasure to me when I come to a place 
in the course of my travels, to find either that a 
hospital is about to be founded or is in -course of 
construction, or that tho plans and designs are in a 
forward state of preparation; and I am glad to say 
that it has been my good fortune to find that happy 
state of things in a good few towns and places 
which I have visited, and I think it is a satisfactory 
indication of the progress in local self-government 
and general well-being. Lady Ampthill dosires me 
particularly to say that as you have done her the 
honour of asking her to lay the foundation stone, 
she will always be most keenly interested in tho 
hospital, and we both hope that it will be our good 
fortune to see the finished edifice, which we feel 
sure will be worthy of this important and growing 
town. In laying the foundation stone, Lady Ampthill 
wishes every possible success to the hospital and 
also to tho town of Bezwada, wishes in which I join 
with her most heartily. I will now ask Lady 
Ampthill to proceed to lay the stone. 

Her Excellency declared the stone ** well and 
truly laid” amidst loud applause. 

Tlieir Excellencies drove back to Mr. Romilly’s 
house, amidst the cheers of the gathering. 

After dinner the party left by special train for 
tho Gddtivari district, the principal officials of the 
station being present on the platform to bid farewell. 
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AT BAJAHMUNBKY. 

Ra.taiimundry, 2nd Dec .—Tlieir Excellencies and 
party arrived at Rajahmundry station at 5 A.M. 
to-day by special train from Bezwada. They slept 
in the carriages till daybroak and arrived at Godavari 
Station at 7 A.M. and received a public welcome from 
the District officials and residents of Rajahmundry. 
Among those present were Mr. J. A. Cumming, Col¬ 
lector, Mr. E. Labouchere Thornton, Sub-Collector, 

Mr. F. H. Hamnett, District Judge, Mr. W. Lys, 

Mr. R. W. Davies, Mr. Armitage, Superintendent of 
Police, Messrs. C. Mildred and .T. Inglis, Executive 
Engineers, Major Pereira, I.M.S., Medical officer, 

Mr. T. Yaradarao, Sub- Judge, and Messrs. N. Sub- 
barao and T. Ramachandra Rao. On leaving tho 
station, His Excellency drove to the Government 
College and was welcomed there by Mr. Mark Hunter, 
the Principal, and conducted through tho class rooms 
where the students were at work. He watched with 
interest the several experiments pei'formed by tho 
students in the well-equipped chemical laboratory. 

Next he visited the training school and saw the 
students and teachers at work. At 9 a.m. he in¬ 
spected the Central Jail with Captain Browne, I.M.S., 
the Superintendent, where he spent half an hour and 
made the following entry in the Visitors’ book i— 
c ‘ There is nothing to complain of in the outward 
appearance of the jail and the prisoners; the former 
is thoroughly clean and orderly and the latter 
appear to be in good condition. No complaints 
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were made to me. There is every evidence of careful 
supervision. There were 156 prisoners at the time 
of my visit.” 

His Excellency then drove to the Judge’s 
bungalow, and at noon received addresses from tho 
Rajahmundry and Ellore Municipalities, in tho 
Museum Hall, which was crowded with a large 
gathering. 

THE RAJAHMUNDRY MUNICIPAL COUNCIL. 

The following address was presented by the 
Municipal Council, Rajahmundry :— 

May it please Your Excellency, —We, the 
Municipal Councillors, on behalf of the inhabitants 
of Rajahmundry, desire to offer to Your Excellency 
and to Her Excellency Lady Ampthill a most cordial 
welcome to this town and district. 

2. On the last occasion on which this Council 
had the honour to present an address to the Governor 
of Madras, the great railway bridge over the 
Godavari was still uncompleted. At that time the 
Council ventured to approach Government with a 
request that foot-passengers might be permitted to 
cross the bridge at. such times as trains were not 
running. Government, by granting this request, 
have rendered the bridge, in a special manner, a 
source of convenience and safety to the Rajahmundry 
public, and we, therefore, tender to Government our 
hearty thanks for the favour bestowed. At the same 
time, we beg that Government will be pleased to 
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enhance the value of the boon by furnishing the 
bridge with a permanent footway of wood work. At 
present, foot-passengers are obliged to stride from 
sleeper to sleeper. This means of progression, un¬ 
comfortable in any case, is in the case of women 
particularly inconvenient and fatiguing. We make 
this request with the less hesitation inasmuch as the 
public very largely avail themselves of the concession 
and the receipts from tolls have been not incon¬ 
siderable—the average being Rs. 5 a day. 

3. We desire to offer our most grateful thanks to 
Government for having taken upon themselves the 
work of constructing a protective bund and roadway 
on the river side of the old town, thus relieving the 
Council of a task quite beyond their power and 
resources. The Council beg that Government will 
be pleased to put the work in hand and bring it to 
completion as early as possible. 

4. The Council also solicit the support of Govern¬ 
ment for their scheme to acquire, by means of a loan, 
the Vada Street area. The Council fully recognise 
their obligation completely to clear this insanitary 
site, to lay it out for re-building and to supervise the 
construction of new buildings in accordance with 
sanitary principles and with a view to increased 
convenience to traffic. 

5. The fulfilment of this obligation, however, 
will necessarily impose on us a new responsibility, 
which, without help from Government, we are 
scarcely able to discharge. Provision must bo made 
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for many of the people now inhabiting the Vnda 
Street area, as well as for persons whom it will be 
necessary in the future to remove from other con-, 
gested areas in the town. We, therefore, venture to 
approach Your Excellency with a prayer that Govern¬ 
ment sites may be granted free, for the purpose 
indicated, outside municipal limits. 

6. To pass to other matters, we have learnt that 
a proposal is under consideration to transfer the 
head-quarters of the District Medical and Sanitary 
officer from this town to Cocanada. We desire to 
express our hope that Government will not sanction 
this scheme. Rajahmundry enjoys a central position 
within the Godavari district, as Cocanada does not; 
and a central position must be, in determining the 
head-quarters of a Medical officer, a condition of first 
rate importance. 

7. We trust we are not straying beyond our 
legitimate province in touching upon another but 
similar matter—once, we understand, and perhaps 
still, under the consideration of Your Excellency’s 
Council—namely, the proposal to make Rajahmundry 
the head-quarters of the Collector of the district. 
We hope that Government will see fit to givo the 
proposal effect. The superior claims of this town, 
so far as locality is conceimed, have already been 
mentioned. In other respects, our claims seem to 
be, at least, as strong as those of Cocanada and in 
course of time, the relative claims of the two towns 
will probably be largely in our favour, 
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8. It is also the prayer of the Municipal Council 
that Government will be pleased to make the estab¬ 
lishment of the Sub-Court in Rajahmundry a 
permanent and not as now a merely temporary 
arrangement. 

9. Education .—The Council fully appreciate the 
valuable work of the local Gpvernment First-grade 
College and tender its heartfelt thanks to the Gov¬ 
ernment for setting at rest the apprehensions of the 
public as to its stability by having finally decided to 
maintain it permanently. 

10. In conclusion, we beg to express the hope 
that Your Excellency’s tour in this district will be 
attended with both interest and pleasure. We 
remain, etc. 

HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOYEKNOE’S EEPLY. 

Gentlemen op toe Municipal Council, —Lady 
Ampthill and myself are very grateful to you for 
having greeted us so cordially in the narao of the 
people of Rajahmundry and for the concluding wish 
in your address that our tour in this district may 
prove both interesting and pleasant. I have no 
doubt it will, for 1 have not yet found any place 
which I have visited in this Presidency devoid of 
things to interest and please me, although all my 
travels have been associated with as much hard 
work as can well be crammed into the day. 

Your address is a strictly business address, and 
J shall, therefore, treat it as such and give you, as 
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briefly as possible, my replies to your several repre¬ 
sentations. The first of these relates to increased 
facilities for foot-passengers to use the magnificent 
railway bridge over the God&vari river. The extent 
to which you say the public have availed themselves 
of the limited concession which the Government were 
able to make eighteen months ago in response to your 
request certainly justifies you in asking a permanent 
footway. Walking on decking, as I can easily 
imagine, must be very troublesome and fatiguing, 
and tho construction of a suitable footway is, I under¬ 
stand, merely a question of expense. The cost of a 
separate gallery on brackets was estimated at about 
Rs. 50,000, and it would not, I am told, pay to 
spend this amount unless the receipts from tolls 
amounted to Rs. 4,700 a year. You tell me that 
the average receipts come to Rs. 5 a day, i.e., about 
Rs. 1,825 a year. This sum, it is evident, is not 
quite sufficient for a gallery, but it is possible that 
some cheaper method might be devised. 1 will have 
enquiries instituted as to the practicability of doing 
something to meet your wishes in this matter. 

I am glad that you appreciate the undertaking of 
the Government to construct a protective bund and 
roadway on Lho river side of the old town. Orders 
have already been issued for the preparation of the 
necessary plans and estimates and for the execution 
of the work at as early a date as possible. It is not 
quite clear to me from your address in what par¬ 
ticular way you want support from Government in 
carrying out your scheme for tho improvement of the 
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Yada Street area. The definite proposals for carry¬ 
ing out the scheme suggested by the Sanitary Com¬ 
missioner, which Government called for in May last, 
have not yet come before me. Now that you have 
been relieved of the burden of constructing a pro¬ 
tective bund Government expected that you would 
bo able to finance the improvements to the Yada 
Street area yourselves, and the Collector tells me 
that you have applied for a loan of Rs. 80,000 
from the Pittapuram Estate. 

You rightly remark that provision must be made 
for the people who will have to be dispossessed of 
their present dwellings in the congested area, and this 
should certainly be your first care before evictions 
are carried out. Whether the land to be laid out on. 
house-sites for such people should be granted you 
free, outside municipal limits, is a question which I 
cannot answer without the consideration of the 
scheme as a whole. The Collector has the power of 
granting house-sites free in villages outside munici¬ 
pal limits, in individual cases, but presumably your 
scheme would involve the dispossession of a consid¬ 
erable number of people, and it would seem to bo 
advisable that the area to be assigned in building 
sites in exchange should bo taken up and properly 
laid out in suitable blocks, and perhaps included in 
municipal limits, if no suitable sites are available 
within the municipality. All this, however, is matter 
for careful consideration in formulating your scheme, 
and needs to be much more fully discussed than it 
can be in the reply to an address. I hope you will 
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not let any further delay occur in formulating your 
scheme. 

The question of the transfer of the head-quarters 
of the District Medical officer only arises in connec¬ 
tion with the scheme for dividing the present dis¬ 
tricts of Kistna and Godavari into three districts. 

Your brethren of Cocanada are understood to be as 
urgent in favour of the transfer as you are against it. 

The scheme is awaiting the sanction of the Secretary 
of State, and it is contemplated that the Civil Sur¬ 
geon at Cocanada, which will remain as heretofore 
the head-quarters of the Goddvari district, should be 
replaced by a District Medical officer, and that a 
Civil Suigeon should be stationed at Rajahmundry. 

The Commissioned Medical officer withdrawn from 
Rajahmundry will have to be posted to Guntur, 
which will become the head-quarters of the new dis¬ 
trict. A District Medical officer was in Cocanada 
formerly, and, for administrative reasons, it is very 
desirable that he should be stationed at the head¬ 
quarters of the district. The reasons which have led 
Government to the conclusion that Cocanada should 
remain the head-quarters of the district are that it is 
not only the commercial centre of the district and 
one of the most important sea-ports of the Presi¬ 
dency, but it also contains a branch of the Bank 
of Madras with which it is desirable the Treasury 
department of the Collector’s office should remain 
in close touch, and, being connected by rail with 
the East Coast Railway, it is, as compared with 
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Rajahmundry, at no practical disadvantage in 
respect of accessibility. 

The question of the retention of the Sub-Court 
here beyond the period of one year for which it was 
sanctioned in order to clear off arrears is one upon 
which the High Court will, no doubt, address Govern¬ 
ment when the time comes. .. Whether a Sub-Judge 
should be permanently located here or not cannot be 
definitely decided till the proposed division of the 
district is carried out. 

I am glad that the work of the college here is 
appreciated, and that it was found possible to main¬ 
tain it in this place as a permanent institution. 

Before I close, let me thank you for the hand¬ 
some casket, of Yizianagram work I believe it is, in 
which you have been good enough to enclose your 
address, which will always serve as a pleasant me¬ 
mento of my visit to Rajahmundry, Allow me, in 
conclusion, to reciprocate your good wishes by 
expressing my hope that, your voluntary labours 
may bear fruit in the prosperity of Rajahmundry. 


THE ELLOBE MUNICIPAL COUNCIL. 

The following address was next presented by 
the Municipal Council, Ellore:— 

May it please Your Excellency,—W e, the 
Municipal Councillors of the town of Ellore, most 
respectfully beg to accord to Your Excellency a most 
hearty welcome on the occasion of Your Excellency’s 
visit to our district and to thank Your Excellency 


1220 


FOURTEENTH TOUR OF 


for permitting us to approach Your Excellency to 
express our sentiments of gratitude and feelings of 
loyalty to His Most Gracious Majesty’s Throne. 

We crave Your Excellency’s indulgence to lay 
before Your Excellency a few of our most pressing 
needs in the hope and confidence that they will meet 
with Your Excellency’s kind consideration. 

The first and foremost is the long-felt want of a 
good and sufficient supply of drinking water. The 
only sources of supply to this town with a population 
of 33,000 are the tail end of the Kistna canal, two 
3 mall tanks which depend entirely on this canal and 
a few wells. The water of all other wells, as the 
name of our town Uppti Ellore suggests, is brackish. 
The water of the Kistna canal has been more than 
once condemned by the Sanitary Commissioner and 
District Medical and Sanitary officers. When there 
were outbreaks of epidemics the Council had to 
prohibit the use of the canal water. The supply is 
always inadequate, and when the usual rains fail, the 
situation becomes most distressing. 

We further beg to submit that when the existing 
sources failed altogether in 1886 and 1897, the Gov¬ 
ernment, on the representations of the Council, was 
pleased to refer the matter to the Sanitary Board, 
which drew up a scheme at an estimated cost of 8 
lakhs of rupees; and no steps have yet been taken 
to bring the scheme into effect for want of funds. 
The available water not being drinkable, the pro ject 
can be delayed no longer. We humbly beg Your 
Excellency’s Government to render such help to the 
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Council, by way of grant or loan, as will enable it 
to carry out tlie scheme and thus remove this long- 
felt want. 

We also venture to lay before Your Excellency 
the necessity of widening the existing iron girder 
bridge over the Ellore canal which was constructed 
many years ago, when the canal was first opened 
and when the population and traffic over the bridge 
were not as large as at present. The bridge has a 
roadway 12 feet wide which does not admit. of two 
bandies going abreast and its narrowness causes 
considerable danger and inconvenience to the ex¬ 
tensive traffie that has constantly to pass over it, 
there being no other means of diverting it. 

We further beg to submit that the Public Works 
department, which maintains and controls the bridge, 
has been addressed on the subject and it has declined 
to do the work at its cost. The irrigation and 
navigable canals and the bridges over them have, 
ever since their construction, been maintained and 
improved by the Public Works department itself, and 
this duty cannot now be shifted to us in the case of 
this bridge. Our municipality is unable to bear any 
portion of the cost of this work,when its funds are not 
sufficient to meet its necessary and pressing demands. 
We, therefore, beg Your Excellency will be pleased 
to relieve us of this expenditure and to direct the 
Public Works department to execute the same at its 
cost. 

Lastly, we humbly beg permission to close our 
address with a request that the power of electing 
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our own Chairman may be restored to us. We beg 
to respectfully lay before Your Excellency the fact 
that our Council en joyed the privilege of electing its 
own Chairman for 16 years, from the year 1885 up 
to the year 1901, when certain untoward circum¬ 
stances over which the Council had no control, 
culminated in the withdrawal of this privilege. There 
are convincing proofs to show that the Council has 
conducted itself with propriety and circumspection 
which go to prove to Your Excellency’s satisfaction 
that tho Council merits the concession now prayed 
for and that the successive Divisional officers we have 
had, bear full testimony to the same. 

Thanking Your Excellency once more for giving 
us this opportunity of placing before Your Excellency 
our needs, and wishing Your Excellency long life 
and prosperity. We beg to remain, etc. 

III8 EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR'S REPLY. 

Gentlemen, —I am very much obliged to you for 
having como here to welcome me to your district, 
and I only regret it was not possible for me to 
arrange to visit Ellorc and receive your kind greet¬ 
ing in your own town. If I had boon able to do so, 
no doubt you would have given mo some account of 
Ellore and of the condition and occupations of its in¬ 
habitants—information which is always welcome to 
me when I receive an address from a municipality, 
on its own account and on account of the evidence 
it affords of tho way in which the Councillors regard 
their town, The fault is my own for not coming tp 
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see you, and inspect, among other things, the carpet 
factories for which Ellore is still noted : but I regret, 
nevertheless, that I have nothing to remark upon 
except tho bare statement of two principal needs of 
your town and the request that you have made on 
behalf of your Council. I have considered them very 
carefully in the light of information which is on 
official record and shall now tell you the conclusions 
at which I have arrived. 

First, as regards the all too familiar question of 
deficient water-supply, it would servo no useful pur¬ 
pose if I were to summarise all the correspondence 
that has taken place since 1896 with a view to dis¬ 
covering some feasible scheme for supplying your 
town with wholesome potable water, and with which 
you must be perfectly familiar. You say that tho 
water of tho Kistna canal has been more than once 
condemned by the Sanitary Commissioner and the 
District Medical officers, but I gather from tho 
correspondence which I have perused, that there is 
no alternative except the sinking of artesian wells, 
which have been found impracticable for the sup¬ 
ply of a largo town like this and which would prove 
to bo very expensive. If w r ater is drawn from tho 
canal at a point well above the town and properly 
settled and filtered, it should be sufficiently good; 
at any rate, this seoms to be the only practicable 
plan. The Sanitary Engineer has accordingly been 
directed to prepare detailed plans and estimates for 
such a scheme, but these estimates are, I leant, not 
likely to be ready for submission to Government for 
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some months to come, and there does not seem to 
be any probability of our being able to consider your 
request for a grant-in-aid for at least a year. I am 
sorry I cannot encourage you to hope for any speedier 
solution of your difficulties, and can only recommend 
your perseverance in the attempts which, I observe 
from the annual Administration Report, you have 
been making to improve your present supply and take 
such measures as the Municipal Act empowers yon 
to adopt to effectually close the tanks and such like 
sources which are known to be polluted beyond the 
possibility of remedy and therefore utterly unsafe. 

With reference to your next request for widening 
the existing bridge over the Ellore canal, I find 
my predecessor, Sir A. Havelock, in replying to a 
similar request made to him, said that this want 
was perfectly reasonable, but that Government 
would like to know how you propose that the 
improvement should be carried out. Apparently, 
however, you have not yet made any representation 
to Government, and in the order reviewing your 
Administration Report issued last August you have 
again been told that Government would bo prepared 
to consider any representation you may make on 
the subject. I would advise you, therefore, to lose 
no more time in complying with the instructions 
already givon to you. When you do so, the question 
of apportioning the cost will be decided, and your 
remarks about the liability of the Public Works 
department and your own inability to carry out the 
work shall be duly considered. 
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You ask that the privilege of electing your Chair¬ 
man may be restored to you. I have read the papers 
relating to the withdrawal of this privilege in 1901, 
and I canuot, for a moment, admit that the council 
had no control over the circumstances which neces¬ 
sitated the reconstitution of the council. I am glad 
to find, however, from recent reports that there has 
of late been an improvement in municipal administra¬ 
tion, but this appears to have been principally duo 
to the interest in the matter taken by the official 
Chairman, the late Head. Assistant Collector, Mr. 
A. R. Banerji. With a few honourable exceptions, 
there is still a regrettable lack of public spirit and 
devotion to duty noticeable amongst the Councillors. 
The well-being of the rate-payers must always be 
the first consideration of Government, and Council¬ 
lors who are apathetic or who evince little interest 
in the affairs of thoir town can scarcely expect to 
bo entrusted with the privilege of electing a Chairman 
with whom the responsibility for the executive work 
of the council rests. Much yet remains to be done 
to raise the standard of municipal administration 
in your town, but if tho present improvement is 
continued and all the Councillors unite in working 
together for the public good, I hope tho time may 
not be far distant when it may be possible to givo a 
more favourable reply to your request to be allowed 
to elect your own Chairman. 

I am very glad to have heard what you had to 
say, and I thank you again for your greetings and 
good wishes and also for the handsome casket which 
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you liavo been good enough to give me as a perma¬ 
nent memento of your representations. 


AT RAJAIIMTJNDRY. 

A Garden Party. 

Rajaijmundry, 3rd Dec .— Yesterday evening, 
Mr. 1ST. Subba Row Puntulu Garu, late a Member 
of the Madras Legislative Council, and a well-known 
and much-respected citizen of Rajahmundry, enter¬ 
tained Their Excellencies Lord and Lady Ampthill 
and staff at a garden party in the Museum Gardens. 
The evening being exceptionally fine, a large number 
of guests were present, among them being Mr. and 
Mrs. F. IT. Hamnett, Mr. and Mrs. J. A. Camming, 
Mr. L. M. Wynch, Mr. E. L. R. Thornton, Mr. W. 
Lys, Major G. G. Giffard, Captain It. H. Cunyngham, 
Captain R. L. Matthews, Mr. C. Brooke Leggatt, 
Mr. Lamb, Mr. F. Armitage, Major P. C. Pereira,* 
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Hunter, Mr. K. R. V. Krishna 
Rao, Zamindar of Polavaram, Mr. T. Yarada Rao 
and Mr. L. C. Williams, and others. 

On arrival at the gardens, Mr. Subba Row 
Puntulu received Their Excellencies. Mr. W. Burke, 
the representative of Messrs. Wiele and Klein of 
Madras, who, by special permission of His Excellency, 
has been accompanying the party on this tour, took 
several photographs of the function. Mr. Subba 
Row had arranged a specially interesting programme, 
one item of which was the clover performance of 
Yemuri Sri rain a Sastry of Ellore, a Sanskrit Pandit 
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of great attainments and repute. The’ Pandit’s 
great speciality is his power of memory in which 
he showed some marvellous feats, which elicited 
admiration from Their Excellencies. The Pandit 
was able to devote his attention to several different 
subjects simultaneously; for instance, he received 
from His Excellency a sentence in German, the com¬ 
ponent words of which were given him at short 
intervals and not in sequence ; the Pandit, by the 
way, was absolutely ignorant of the language. Ho 
repeated the sentence, quite correctly. Her Excel¬ 
lency gave him a number which he divided into 
smaller figures distributing them in a diagram of 16 
small squares in such a manner, that in whatever 
order the figures were added—crosswise, lengthwise, 
or diagonally—the same total was obtained. Several 
others also set him many similar exercises to all of 
which he gave correct solutions. His Excellency 
conversed with the Pandit in Hindustani and con¬ 
gratulated him on the cleverness of his performance. 
While engaged in the numerous exercises he composed 
a verse in Sanskrit in praise of Their Excellencies 
and invoking the blessings of the Almighty on them. 
There was a vena performance given by a local 
professional and an exhibition of remarkable 
athletic feats by people of the Dombaruva caste. 
The guests were provided with light refreshments 
and tho Band of the East Coast Bifle Volunteers 
played during the evening. Their Excellencies spent 
over an hour and a half at the function, which was 
enjoyable and very interesting. 
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At night thoro was a small but effective, display 
of fireworks, which was witnessed from Mr. Ham¬ 
nett’s bungalow after dinner. A span of the great 
Gbdavari bridge was beautifully illuminated, colour 
lights being arranged in the form of the inscription 
“ Welcome to Lord and Lady Ampthili.” 

A Visit to the District Court. 

This morning His Excellency the Governor and 
Lady Ampthili paid a visit to the District Court where 
they were received by Mr. F. H. Hamnett, the 
District Judge, and the Pleaders of the Court and 
shown over the Court-house, etc. His Excellency 
had an informal talk with several of tho members 
of tho Bar who were introduced to him by the 
District Judge. He was glad to learn that a Bar 
Library was to be formed and that a building for 
the Bar Association I.ibrai’y was soon to be built, 
for which Government had sanctioned a grant. 

A Visit to the Hospital. 

I heir Excellencies next drove to the municipal 
hospital, which is a very indifferent one for a large 
town like Rajahmundry. Major Pereira, I.M.S., tho 
District Medical and Sanitary officer, showed them 
over the wards. 

The Government Girls’ School. 

The Government Lower Secondary school for 
girls was next visited and here Their Excellencies 
were received by a number of girls. They were 
taken into tho school-room where the children wore 
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assembled. They repeated Telugu songs to accord 
Their Excellencies a hearty welcome to their school. 
There are about 180 pupils reading in the institution, 
the Headmistress of which is a Hindu lady trained 
in the Presidency Training school, Madras. Her 
Excellency told the Headmistress that she was very 
pleased to have seen the school and the children at 
work. 

Departure for Cocanada. 

The party returned to the District Judge’s 
bungalow and, after breakfast there, left by steam 
launch for Dowlaishweram en route to Cocanada. 
At the headworks of tho Dowlaishweram anicut 
Their Excellencies were received by Mr. C. Mildred, 
Executive Engineer. The banks of the Cocanada 
canal at the headworks was decorated by tho engin¬ 
eering staff. Here they transferred themselves to 
house boats specially fitted up and rosumed their 
journoy, tho boats being towed by coolies. 


JOURNEY TO COCANADA. 

Cocanada, 4 tk Dec .—Tho journey to Cocanada, 
as already reported, was done in house boats towed 
by coolies. After leaving the Dowlaishweram 
anicut at noon yesterday, and travelling some miles 
down the canal, His Excellency, accompanied by 
Mr. J. A. Camming, the Collector, Mr. L. M. 
Wynch, Captain E, Dick-Cunyngham, Mr. W. Lys, 
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I.C.S., and Mr. Mildred, entered a steam launch 
and went ahoad of the boats down to Medapad lock. 
There the people of the villages round about had 
erected a tastefully decorated pandal and assembled 
in large crowds to see His Excellency. The 
children of the Government Girls’ school at Medapad 
were also gathered together and sang songs of wel¬ 
come as the launch passed through the lock. A 
couple of miles further down the canal, about the 
12th mile from Dowlaishweram, His Excellency got 
out and walkod to the village of Anaparthi, the visit 
being apparently quite a surprise to the villagers ; 
in fact all the village officers had gone to the 
Medapad lock to see His Excellency. The Governor 
walked through the streets of the village which 
contains 4,000 inhabitants and made several enquiries 
of the villagers about the state of their crops and the 
prospects of the season. Ho also went into the 
house of ono of tho big ryots who was greatly pleased 
and gratified at tho coudesconsion of tho Governor 
and regardod this act of favour as a happy augury 
foz’ the prosperity of his family. His Excellency 
then went on to the village well where ho stayed a 
short time, talking to tho village officers. Then he 
proceeded to the Samalkot canal, which runs parallel 
to and at a short distance from the Cocanada canal. 
Here ono of tho villagers asked that a bridge might 
be constructed there, as the ferry boat was not ade¬ 
quate for their purpose. Their cattle and cows, of 
which they had between 3,000 and 4,000, had to 
cross to tho other side of the canal to graze and ha4 
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to swim the canal, which caused great inconvenience 
to the villagors. His Excelloncy referred them to 
the District Board. 

As it was now getting dark the villagers brought 
lighted torches and escorted the Governor to the 
launch. Ilis Excellency went into the village 
munsif’s house on the way. and looked into the 
village chavadi where he was approached by the late 
village munsif with a potition representing his 
grievances. His Excellency told the man that he 
had heard all about him from Mr. Lys and that he 
could not be reinstated. The Governor then resumed 
the journey and had dinner in the mess boat. Three 
miles further down the canal, which was illuminated 
with kerosino oil lamps by the villagers of Anaparthi, 
the Governor halted a while at Thossipudi lock 
where the villagers had gathered in crowds on tho 
bank and provided an excellent display of fireworks. 


ARRIVAL AT COCANADA. 


Early in the morning the boats reached Kovvur 
lock, about three miles from Cocanada, and hero a 
steam launch took Their Excellencies’ boats in tow 
to Cocanada, which was reached at 7-20 a.m. after 20 
hours’ journey by canal. At the Cocanada wharf a 
splendid public reception was accorded to Lord and 
Lady Ampthill. 


AT THE COLLECTOR’S OFFICE. 

The first place visited by Their Excellencies this 
morning was the Collector’s office which is one of 
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Collector. The Collector’s private room lias had to 
be given to bis Sarisbtadar. The clerks are most 
inconveniently crowded. The record room is filled 
to the utmost limit. In 1895, Mr. Lc Fanu, the then 
Collector, described the building as follows“ The 
Collector’s office as it stands is probably the worst 
designed public building in the Presidency. This 
is very nearly, if not the first, district in point of 
revenue in the Presidency, and the Collector’s office 
is certainly the worst housed. It is impossible to 
reach the point of efficiency desirable until an 
entirely new building has been provided .... 
Tito wonder is that work lias gone on so well in it.” 
The construction of a new office on this site was 
finally sanctioned in 1901, But as it was proposed 
to transfer the head-quarters of the district to Rajah- 
mundry no further progress was made. It was only 
within the last two months that authority was given 
to commence the building, Government having 
finally decided to retain Cocanada as the head¬ 
quarters. A sketch plan of the proposed building 
was prepared under Mr. Brodie’s supervision. This 
was elaborated by Mr. G. S. T. Harris, Consulting 
Architect. The estimate was prepared by Mr. 
Mildred, Executive Engineer, and finally sanctioned 
for Rs. 1,14,000. It provides office and private 
rooms for the Collector, District Forest-officer and 
Assistant Collector, with rooms for the English and 
Vernacular Departments and the District Forest- 
officer’s establishment—all in the upper storey. The 
ground floor is appropriated by record rooms, library, 
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tiffin room for clerks, and lias a spare office room 
for a Probationary Deputy Collector and other 
officers on special duty. May I now ask Your 
Excellency to be good enough to lay the foundation 
stone of the new Collector’s office. 


HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR’S SPEECH. 

His Excellency, before proceeding to lay the 
foundation stone, said :— 

Me. Cumming, Ladies and Gentlemen, —I was 
entirely unprepared for so much formality as this 
and I imagined that the laying of this foundation 
stone was a matter of business and a purely Govern¬ 
ment concern, where there was no occasion for those 
compliments which are usual when a foundation 
stone is laid in connection with some private philan¬ 
thropic or charitable building or the voluntary 
efforts of some public body. I thought it would be 
a little hole and corner affair, but to my surprise, 
and I may also add, discomfiture I see a large and 
brilliant assembly before me evidently waiting for a 
speech. I would not disappoint you if I could help 
it, but I am afraid I have no speech ready. There¬ 
fore, 1 have no alternative but to cheat you out of 
that for which you have evidently come. Anyhow 
I should not be able to add much to what Mr. 
Cumming has said, for ho has spoken from the 
same point of view as I should naturally have taken 
myself, the point of view of the obligation of Gov¬ 
ernment and administrative necessity. There can be 
no donbt whatever that the present Collector’s office, 
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the oldest buildings in the town, the residence of 
a former Collector of the district, Mr. Snodgrass. 
On his departure from India in about 1795, he made 
a free gift of the house to the Government to be used 
as the Collector’s office. Originally constructed for 
a dwelling house, it is naturally unsuitei to the re¬ 
quirements of a public office, and it is proposed to 
build a new office not far from the present one. 
Mr. Gumming took His Excellency over tho many 
departments of the office, the Treasury, the Forest, 
Printing, Accounts and Revenue branches. At the 
record room His Excellency saw some of the older 
records of the I8lh century, one of which dated 
1740, bore the signature of Mr. Alexander Wynch, a 
great great-grandfather of Mr. h. M. Wynch, Lord 
Ampthill’s Private Secretary. Mr. Alexander Wynch 
wa3 at that time chief in council at Masulipatam, and 
subsequently Governor of Madras for two years. 

LAYING OF THE FOUNDATION STONE. 

His Excellency was thon driven to the site of tho 
Collector’s new office and was requested to lay its 
foundation stone. A pandal had been erected on 
the site and a large gathering had assembled to 
witness the ceremony. 

THE COLLECTOR’S SPEECH. 

Mr. J. A. Gumming, in requesting the Governor 
t,o lay the foundation stone, made the following 
statement :— 

In 1794 when Collectorat.es came into existence, 
Cocanada, Mogaltur and Rajahmumlry were the 
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head-quarters of the First, Second and Third Divi¬ 
sions of the old Masulipatam district. In 1802, Mr. 
Branfill, Collector of the Third Division, resigned 
his Collectorship, and the Third Division was parti¬ 
tioned between the other two. In 1803, the First 
and Second Divisions were constituted the Zillah of 
Rajahmundry, with Cocanada as its head-quarters. 
Finally in 1850, the Zjllahs of Rajahmundry, 
Masulipatam and Guntur were formed into the 
districts of Godavari and Kistna as they now are. 
The present Collector’s office was built more than a 
century ago. It was purchased from a mercantile 
tirin by the well-known Mr. Thomas Snodgrass, 
Collector of the First Division, for bi3 own residence. 
On his departure in 1797, lie handed it over for a 
Cutcherry. Up to 1883, it had to serve for all the 
branches of the Collector’s offico. In that year a 
new office was built for the Treasury, the Press and 
the Assistant Collector’s or Head-quarters Deputy 
Collector’s clerks. Only the northern wing wa3 
provided with an upper storey, but in 1897 it was 
found necessary to build an upper storey on the 
remaining portions in order to provide room for the 
District- Forest-officer and his clerks, and a Court 
room for the Head-quarters Deputy Collector. No 
better accommodation was provided for the corre¬ 
spondence branch. The old building is utterly 
unsuited to modern requirements. The Collector’s 
office room is crowded with almirahs and furniture. 
It has of late had to be shared with the District 
Forest officer, Assistant Collector, and Inam Deputy 
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of which I had, of course, heard a great deal and seen 
a good deal in writing, but which I am glad to say 
now I have seen for myself, is utterly inadequate 
and even the historical associations which centre 
round the great name of Mr. Snodgrass can hardly 
be a compensation for having to live and work 
in such a crowded and unsuitable building. The 
Government never hesitate so much as when it is a 
question of spending public money on bricks and 
mortar, and that for two reasons. The first is that it 
is more difficult to prove that any such undertaking 
is absolutely necessary, and, in the second place, the 
returns are not so direct and obvious as when money 
is spent in other ways. Of course, I am moro per¬ 
sonally concerned than any body else in the sanction¬ 
ing of this new Collector’s office, and I havo no 
hesitation in saying that the money which will be 
spent on it is not only an absolutely necessary ex¬ 
penditure and fully justified, but also that it is cer¬ 
tain to result in profitable return. A good workman 
cannot possibly work his very best with bad tools. 
On that ground it is absolutely necessary that those 
who have to do all the hard administrative work of 
the district should bo properly housed. There is no 
Collector who has a better right to be well-housed 
and properly provided for than the Collector of 
Gdd&vari and his establishment (cheers), for en¬ 
ormous and exacting though the work of all the 
Collectors in the Madras Presidency is, 1 do not 
think there is any who has harder work than that 
which falls to the lot of the Collector of Godavari, 
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Therefore, I say that it will be very wrong if Govern¬ 
ment do not provide him with a proper and suitable 
building. Of course, when I speak of the Collector, 

I am speaking also of the large establishment of 
officers, clerks and subordinates who work under him, 
with him and for him. I, hope that the building 
which we are about to erect here will fulfil its objeot. 
Although I have nothing to complain of in the effi¬ 
ciency of the administration of the Gddavari district, 

I have not the least doubt that with more suitable, 
more comfortable and more worthy quarters, the 
administration will be improved in the future. I 
am very glad that my visit has been so timed hero 
as to enable me to be associated with the inaugura¬ 
tion of the building and I shall have the very 
greatest pleasure in laying this foundation stone. 

His Excellency then declared the stone “ well • 
and truly laid,” Mr. Mildred, the Executive Engineer, 
and Rao Bahadur Vijiaragliava Doss Naidu assist¬ 
ing in lowering the foundation stone to position and 
adjusting it properly. 

THE COCANADA WATER -WORKS. 

Their Excellencies, who left the place amidst 
enthusiastic cheering, next drove to the water-works 
and there were .shown the machinery, the tanks and 
wells by Mr. Mildred. The question of an adequate 
water-supply for this town had been engaging the 
attention of the local Municipal Council and tho 
Government since 18SL1 and the final schemo was 
brought to practical working only in June last, 
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The town has now a good supply, as much as 75,000 
gallons per day being pumped for the consumption 
x>f the inhabitants. The whole scheme has cost, up 
to date, Rs. 4,43,968, and it is expected that there 
will be no need for any further large expenditure. 

Their Excellencies then drove to the Collector’s 
residence in time for breakfast. 

ADDRESSED 

The G6dAvari District Board. 

At noon the Governor received the following 
addresses from the Gddiivari District Board and 
tlio Cocanada Municipality, representatives of which 
bodies waited on him in the panda! on the site 
of the new Collectorate. The District Board s 
address was read by Rao Bahadur D. Seshagiri 
Rao, the Vice-President, and ran as follows :— 

May it please Your Excellency, —We, the 
members of the Godavari District Board, repre¬ 
senting the tax-payers and inhabitants of the 
district, bog to approach Your Excellency with 
feelings of loyalty and offer Your Excellency and 
Lady Ampthill a hearty welcome to our district. 

2. We feel extremely grateful for the manifold 
blessings conferred by the British Government and 
especially the Godavari anient and the net work of 
irrigation channels which have made the district the 
most important one in the Presidency, and lendeied 
it practically free from famine and its attendant 
ovils. 
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3. It is a matter of no little anxiety to us that for 
purposes of administrative convenience, it is proposed 
to rearrange the limits of this district and reduce it 
into ono of comparative insignificance. In this con¬ 
nection we venture to suggest that the agency tracts 
of this district and those of the neighbouring district 
of Vizagapatam may be constituted into a separate 
division with a view to relieve the overworked 
officers of the district of a portion of their work. 

4. We take this opportunity of expressing our 
thankfulness to Your Excellency’s Government for 
the special grants from Provincial Funds for com¬ 
munications, water-supply and education in the 
district. 

5. The Board’s efforts to improve the village 
sanitation in various ways cannot, in our humble 
opinion, bo productive of substantia] and tangible 
results so long as the masses continue to be ignorant 
of the very first principles of sanitation. The spread 
of education alone can remedy this evil. The pro¬ 
portion of the students in our schools to the school¬ 
going population is still very small and the benefits 
of education have not yet reached the masses. We 
have in the plains about 690 villages with a population 
of over 1,000, whereas we have been able to maintain 
only about 360 schools. The ryot population is still 
indifferent to education, and is averse to pay school 
fees, however small. But the expenditure on com¬ 
munications in the district renders the Board unable 
to fully meet the several demands in other directions, 
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and we therefore respectfully pray that Your 
Excellency may he pleased to sanction a liberal 
grant and bestow tho boon of free primary education 
on the people of the district. 

6. We are sorry we have not been able to start 
any industrial or agricultural schools as we are not 
sure of our financial position till the question of the 
reorganisation of the districts is settled. There is a 
widespread agricultural depression in the district 
owing to the failure of the sugar-cane crop, which 
is one of our staple products. We are grateful for 
the experiments that are being now conducted at 
Samalkot to check the sugar-cane disease, and we 
are glad to learn that Government will be pleased 
to start an agricultural farm ere long in tho district. 

7. The puntas and the streets in the Government 
villages which originally vested in the Local Boards 
were, for reasons stated in G.O., No. 1812, Local and 
Municipal, dated 2nd October 1895, excluded from 
tho operation of tho Local Boards Act. As the 
reasons no longer exist since the passing of the 
Amending Act VI of 1900, we respectfully pray that 
Your Excellency’s Government may bo pleased to 
re-vest them in the Boards. We also pray that the 
proposed legislation according to G.O., No. 880-L., 
dated 12th May 1898, may be'.undertaken at an early 
date regarding communal lands so as to vest them in 
the Boards. 

8. The Local Boards Act has been in force for 
about 20 years, and in view of the satisfactory work 
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turned out by the several Boards during this period, 
wo beg to pray that Your Excellency may be 
pleased— 

(1) to appoint by election one-half of the 

members of the Taluk Boards ; 

(2) to authorise the .members of theJOistricrb 

Board to appoint their Yice-l’resident by 
election under section 20 of the Local 
Boards Act; and 

(3) to appoint the Presidents of the Taluk 

Boards from among the non-official 
members thereof. 

9. In conclusion we thank Your. Excellency for 
the kind visit to our district and pray to God that 
He may bless Your Excellency and Lady Amptliill 
with a long and prosperous life. 

HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR’S REPLY. 

Gentlemen, —I thank you heartily for the wel¬ 
come you have accorded to Lady Amptliill and mo 
and I am very glad to have heard you oxpress 
your views as the representatives of the inhabitants 
of this important and prosperous district. It is on 
account of your greater prosperity and practical 
immunity from that danger of famine which ever 
haunts the Government of India that I have jjost- 
poned my visit to the Godavari district until after 
I had been to less fovoured tracts of the Presidency 
to obtain that personal acquaintance with local 
circumstances and needs which might, at any 
moment, become of special importance to me. But 
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I am very glad that I have now got the opportunity} 
which I have looked forward to with no small 
eagerness, of visiting the delta districts and seeing 
something of the two great irrigation systems which 
are renowned all over the world. Part of my daily 
work consists of the consideration of schemes for 
improving and maintaining those systems, and it is 
gratifying to hear from you that you appreciate the 
benefits which result from the great work of Sir 
Arthur Cotton and the long line of his able succes¬ 
sors. It is also satisfactory to hear from a body of 
men like yourselves, who take an active part in 
public affairs, and who are in a good position to 
understand the difficulties of administration, that 
you appreciate the blessings conferred on India by 
British rule. Animated by that spirit, you are in 
the best possible position to influence and bring 
about that cordial co-operation between the Govern¬ 
ment and the people which is essential to the welfare 
of India. You are the natural link between the 
two, for you belong to both: you take your share 
in the Govern meat and you represent the people 
whoso race, religion and customs are your own. 
Your duties, your responsibilities and your oppor- 
tunities are, therefore, great, and any representa¬ 
tions which a District Board makes on behalf of 
their district and its inhabitants are entitled to, and 
do, receive the most careful attention on the part 
of Government. You have raised several questions 
of interest and importance in your address, and on 
those I shall now remark to tho best of my ability. 
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The creation of a now district out of the 
present districts of Gdddvari and Kistna has 
become an administrative necessity, but I do not 
think you need bo under any apprehension lest the 
proposed sub-division of the districts, which is 
indeed merely a reversion to the old order of things 
which existed up to 1859, should reduce your 
district to one of comparative insignificance. The 
Goddvari district, even when curtailed, will still be 
considerably above the average in point of revenue, 
while it will fall only little below the averago iu 
area and population. Your suggestion for the 
formation of the Agency tracts of this and tho 
Vizagapatam districts into a separate division is 
not practicable and it would not afford the necessary 
relief to the Collector of Gddavari, 

It is a matter of especial gratification to me that 
during the past two .years Government has (owing to 
the liberality of the Government of India) been able 
to make considerable grants-in-aid of Local Funds 
for the purpose of enabling them to pay their educa¬ 
tional grants in full and for the improvement of 
communications and water-supply. I am glad to 
find, therefore, that the contributions which we were 
able to make for this district have met with your 
grateful appreciation. You very rightly lay stress 
on the importance of the education of the masses, 
and I find that in this direction you have been in the 
fortunate position of being able to do more than 
any other District Board. The number of schools 
maintained ,in this district is the largest iu the 
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Presidency, and the number of boys under ‘instruc¬ 
tion in schools maintained and aided from Local 
Funds was last year 19'4 per cent, of the total male 
population of school-going age as against an average 
of only 12'8 per cent, for the Presidency. The 
grant of free primary education could not be made 
to one district without giving it to all others, and a 
wealthy district like this stands far less in need of 
a subsidy from Government for this purpose than 
many another poorer and more backward district, 
and you must remember that free education would 
have to be paid for and that the money would hav-c 
to come out of the pockets of the general tax-payer, 
for Government havo no funds other than those 
which arc levied from the people. Government 
hope to be able to maintain the present policy of 
giving grants, so that Local Boards may be enabled 
to pay in full the grants earned by aided schools, 
but, for the reasons which I have just mentioned, 
I cannot hold out any hope to you of obtaining 
the further boon of free education which you 
crave. 

In having devoted your energies and resources to 
general education, in the first instance, I think you 
havo been proceeding on sound lines. Every system 
of technical instruction must bo based on a system 
of sound general education, and the better the 
general education, the more useful will be the 
technical schools. In his address to the Allahabad 
University Convocation Sir James La Touche made 
some very pertinent remarks on this subject which 
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T cannot do better than quote to you. He said 
“ The example of Germany is frequently quoted as 
that of a country which from being agricultural has 
made herself industrial by means of her technical 
high schools. Nothing could be further from the 
fact. It is proved that technical education in 
Germany followed industrial development and did 
not create it, and that in times of commercial depres¬ 
sion technical education languishes. Germany has 
been successful because, on the occasion of an 
industrial development, technical and scientific 
training was based securely on the foundation of a 
general mental development.” There is, however, 
a distinction between technical education and tech¬ 
nical instruction in schools for artisans, and if you 
find that in this district there is a demand for a 
higher clas3 of work than the artisans with their 
present primitive tools and methods can supply, 
you will do well to consider whether schools for 
instruction in carpentry, or blacksmith’s work, 
and so on, such as I saw the other day at Bezwada, 
could not be established. If and when funds 
permit, Government hope to be able to establish 
agricultural schools in selected places and also to 
increase the number of experimental farms. I trust 
that the experiments now being conducted at 
Samalkot to ascertain the best means of checking 
the spread of sugarcane disease may result in the 
discovery of some effectual remedy and thus prove 
of material advantage to the ryots of this district. 
The establishment of a farm in thi3 district to 
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which yon allude must, I am afraid, bo deferred 
for somo time longer. I have not yet seen the 
reports of the Government Botanist and the Deputy 
Director of Agriculture which have led the Board 
of Revenue to this conclusion, and I merely mention 
the fact now so that you may not indulge in too 
sanguine hopes. 

Your request for the withdrawal of the G.O. of 
October 1895, excluding punt as and streets from the 
operation of the Local Boards Act is a novel one to 
me. As you say, the Local Boards Act has since been 
amended so as to confer on the Boards the power of 
doaling with unauthorised encroachment, but the 
question of re-vesting these communal pathways and 
village streets in the Local Boards is one which 
affects the Presidency as a whole, and I am not at 
all Bure that the change you desire would prove 
beneficial. The indifference shown by Municipal 
Councils to encroachments by private individuals 
on public streets and lanes in municipal towns 
does not afford much assuranco that Local Boards 
with far less effectual means at their disposal and 
a much more extended area to deal with would 
bo any more regardful of the public property or 
convenience. 

The question of the best mode of preserving 
the communal lands in proprietary estates for the 
uses for which they v r ere intended, to Which you next 
refer, has not been lost sight of, but will be dealt 
with in the Madras Estates Land Dill which Govern¬ 
ment hope ere long to be able to introduce. 
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In reply to yolu‘ request for tile appointment 
by election of one-lialf of the members of the 
Taluk Boards, I must refer you to the answer 
given to a similar request preferred in tho Legis¬ 
lative Couucil by the Hon’ble Mr. Perrazu last 
April—and from what you have just told rad about 
the ignorance of the masses of tho people iit 
this district aiid of tho indifference of the ryot 
population to education, I am quito convinced that 
the inhabitants of the rural tracts in this Presidency 
are not yet sufficiently advanced to appreciate and 
avail themselves of the elective franchise. Any 
proposal to appoint Taluk Boards by popular elec¬ 
tion must, it seems to me, for some time to come, 
remain outside the range of practical politics. Ifon- 
official Vice-Presidents of District Boards have been 
appointed in a few districts, in which non-official 
gentlemen willing to devote their time and energies 
to doing the routine work which devolves upon tho 
Vice-President and able to do so efficiently! Were 
forthcoming. I doubt whether tho appointment of 
Vice-Presidents by election in all casos Would Cou- 
duco td the more efficient administration of Local 
Funds or whether tho time has come for advancing 
any faster in this direction than Government is 
already doing. Tho proposal to elect Presidents of 
Taluk Boards also seems to me to be premature. 
Even supposing that competent non-officials willing 
to devote their time to tho service of tho Boards 
cottld be found, they would not have the author¬ 
ity which is at present exercised by the ex-officio 
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Presidents over the Revenue subordinates who form 
the backbone of the Local Fund administration 
throughout the district. 

I have now given you my answers and opinions 
with the candour that is due to a public body 
like yourselves, and if I have not been in com¬ 
plete agreement with you or able to encourage 
all your hopes, I am sure you will not find fault 
with me for not having put you off with mere pro¬ 
mises of consideration. I thank you for the kind 
wishes that concluded your address and 1 wish the 
samo to you, your Board, and your district. 

THE COCAN AD A MUNICIPAL ADDRESS. 

The deputation of the Municipal Council with 
Mr. K. Perrazu, the Chairman, at its head, then 
presented the following address :— 

May it please Your Excellency, —As members 
of the Municipal Council of Cocanada, representing 
the people of the town, we extend a hearty welcome 
to Your Excellency and Lady Ampthill. 

2. We are sincerely grateful to Your Excellency’s 
Government for the libei’al contribution of Rupees 
2,10,000, which by making the Victoria Water¬ 
works possible, has secured the great boon of an 
abundant supply of wholesome drinking water well- 
distributed to all parts of the town. 

3. In this connection we would respectfully call 
the attention of Your Excellency’s Government to 
and pray for relief from a charge of about Rs. 1,000 
per annum made by the Public Works Department for 
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the supply of water to the town. The water-supply 
to towns and villages in irrigated areas for drinking 
purposes is not generally charged for and we see no 
reason why an exception should be made in the case 
of certain municipalities. The Public Works De¬ 
partment has not incurred any special expense in 
granting us this supply and the charge is a large 
drain on an exchequer that has many calls and few 
resources. 

4. The introduction of a plentiful provision of 
water without an adequate drainage system is not 
without its disadvantages. There is danger of 
water-logging the soil which is already very low and 
of thus increasing disease and mortality. We con¬ 
fidently hope that Your Excellency’s Government 
will grant us, free of charge, the services of the 
Sanitary Engineer to Government, to inspect and 
report upon a drainage system that will be effective 
and economical, and that when the time comes for 
us to undertake this work, we shall be accorded the 
same generous treatment as in the case of the water¬ 
works. 

5. The final decision by Your Excellency’s Gov¬ 
ernment in favour of Cocanada as the permanent 
capital of the present or of the new district that 
may be formed will be received with great satisfac¬ 
tion by all classes of the community and a large 
majority of the surrounding districts. 

6. In the event of the division of the present 
districts of Godavari and Kistna into three, we trust 
that Your Excellency’s Government will retain the 
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familiar, historic and cherished names of the two 
noblo rivers for the two larger of the three districts 
and will not substitute for them the names of towns 
as has been suggested. 

7. Though our population is 48,096, the District 
Medical officer was removed from here in the year 
1887 to the smaller town of Rajahmundry with a 
population of 36,408. For the year 1902-03 the 
treatments at the Rajahmundry hospital were only 
20,911 as against 38,645 in this place. Encouraged 
by the support of the Surgeon-General we would 
humbly pray Your Excellency’s Government to 
return the District Medical officer to this place. 

8. The feeling justly prevails that in the alignment 
of the East Coast Railway through this district a 
serious error was made in skirting and not crossiug 
the rieti and thickly-settled deltaio sections lying 
between the Cocanada and Samalkot canals and 
also in not placing Cocanada on the main line. The 
success of this line must depend upon the development 
of local traffic, and the ignoring of a town with the 
great trade of Cocanada by placing it on a branch 
subject to the delays and inconveniences of such an. 
arrangement, has told and will continue to tell sori-. 
onsly against the welfare of both the railway and the 
town. May we request the favourable consideration 
of Your Excellency’s Government in the direction of 
rectifying this mistake by bringing the main lino 
through the town which stands first in receipts 
amongst all tin.' - i a I. ions of the line. 
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9. Cocanada is tho only haven on the whole East 
Coast of India whore it is thought safe for ships to 
await the onset of a monsoon. “It is,’ 3 as has boon 
remarked by Mr. J. R. Bell, “ the only harbor of 
refuge on the eastern shore of the Peninsula.” Mr. 
Larminie, the Superintending Engineer deputed for 
special report on the harbor, recorded so late as the 
year 1896 that “ The idea that. Cocanada Bay gener¬ 
ally is deteriorating or is nearly played out should 
bo abandoned.” All it needs is the expenditure of 
money under the direction of a man thoroughly skilled 
in harbor work to enable it to rotaiu its place as the 
premier port of the East Coast with a trade second 
only to that of Madras and that may, if wisely 
nursed, outstrip all others. May wo look to Your 
Excellency’s Government to provide that expert 
counoil that will solve the difficulties that surround 
us and avoid tho dangers that threaten the utility of 
a harbor of such importance. 

10. The late Sir Arthur Cotton, whose name is 
still a household word in all the homos of tho delta 
and t o whose skill and foresight the town owes its 
existence and the surrounding district its present 
prosperity, in dilating on his scheme of tapping the 
trade of the Central Provinces by a system of canals 
and anicuts on the Godavari, prophesied that Coca¬ 
nada would, on the completion ofthat scheme, become 
tho port for 20 millions instead of 2 millions of 
people. That dream may not be fulfilled on the watt • r 
way; but. as this place is the natural outlet for the 
trade of the Gddavari Yalley and could, with the 
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trade of any considerable portion of the Central 
Provinces offering to bottoms sailing from here, 
develop the port in a measure commensurate with its 
possibilities, may we expect Your Excellency’s 
Government to look with favour on and help for¬ 
ward the proposed line of railway from the Central 
Provinces with a terminus at this place. 

11. Since the formation of the municipality in 
1806, this being amongst the first towns in the Pre¬ 
sidency to be put under Act X of 1866, the streets 
and public places have been a portion of the Muni¬ 
cipal Council s trust, a trust we find increasingly 
difficult to guard owing to the lack of any full, 
trustworthy and up to date survey of the town. Wo 
have repeatedly approached Your Excellency’s 
Government on this matter and have been encour¬ 
aged to hope, and would now respectfully represent 
the loss we suffer from delay. 

12. 1 hough giving to our utmost under the grant 
for education, the growth of the town has been so 
rapid and the influx of the poorer classes so great 
(the population has steadily increased at the rate of 
over 10,000 each decade for the last 30 years) that 
wo have failed utterly to cope with the educational 
needs of the people. Might we, therefore, look to 
Your Excellency’s Government to meet us half way 
by a grant from Provincial funds in giving f reo 
primary education to all of school-going age in the 
municipality. 

18 . The iron girder bridge connecting the north 
and south parts of the town was erected out of 
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Imperial funds at a cost of Rs. 80,000 and completed 
in 1867. The repair and upkeep of this bridge has 
been a great tax on our finances and its proper care 
an impossible task without any staff or appliances at 
our disposal. We hope to approach Your Excellency’s 
Government very fully in regard to the proper main¬ 
tenance of this most important structure, anticipating 
that lenient and sympathetic treatment you have 
hitherto accorded us. 

14. The phenomenal growth of the town, which 
has risen from 17,839 in the year 1871, to 48,096 at 
the last census, a growth unparalleled by any other 
place of its size in the Presidency; the large acces¬ 
sion of the working classes without taxable means, 
necessitating large outlays in providing building sites, 
sanitation, roads and other conveniences, andkeoping 
our needs ever far in advance of our income; the 
struggle with nature to retain the supremacy of the 
port; the disadvantage of being side-tracked by the 
railway which is injuring our trade ; the great possi¬ 
bilities of our position and the limited means at 
our disposal are our apology for addressing Your 
Excellency at such length. 

15. The pleasure of this occasion is greatly in¬ 
creased by the presence of Lady Ampthill, whose 
sincere sympathy in the welfare of the people of the 
Presidency has won our esteem. 

We trust that Your Excellency’s administration 
will be one of unexampled peace and prosperity and 
that Your Excellency and Lady Ampthill may abide 
in strength, grow in the affections of the people and 
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enjoy the blessing of the Almighty. We beg to 
remain, etc. 

IIIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR’S REPLY. 

GeNTMiMKN,—Lady Amptliill and I have been very 
pleasantly impressed by the reception we have met 
with from the people of Oocanada, and I thank 
them heartily through you for their welcome. I 
shall follow your example and plunge at once into 
the matters of business to which you have directed 
my attention. You begin with a very gratifying 
acknowledgment of the assistance you have received 
from Government for the construction of the water¬ 
works, and I cannot tell you how pleasantly this 
rings on my ears when I am unfortunately accus¬ 
tomed to a very different tale. Nine out of ten of 
the Municipal Councils which havo addressed me 
during the course of my tours havo appealed to me 
for aid from Provincial funds for carrying out much- 
needed schemes for water-supply and drainage, and 
it has been my unpleasant lot to have been obliged 
to give far less satisfactory replies than I could 
have wished. Your need, however, in that respect 
has happily been supplied, and I congratulate 
you heartily on the possession of the magnificent 
water-works which I had the pleasure of visiting 
this morning. The benofits conferred on the 
people by a good water-supply are so great and 
are so thoroughly appreciated that Government do 
not grudge the grants-in-aid which they are from 
time to time ablo to make, but only wish it were 
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possible to make them more frequently. Y ou have 
duly expressed your gratitude for the grant which 
we were able to give you, but I cannot let pas3 this 
opportunity of reiterating tbe Government’s appre¬ 
ciation of the munificence of all those gentlemen, 
most notably Messrs. Pydah Subbarayudu Brothers, 
who contributed nearly Rs. 54,000 towards the cost 
of the scheme, which has already been placed on 
record in a Government order. I congratulate you 
on having in your midst such public-spirited and 
generous citizens. 

Your request for relief from the charge imposed 
by Government for water drawn off by the water¬ 
works from the irrigation canals was considered by 
Government and negatived in July last, and I am 
afraid I cannot hold out to you any hope of a favour¬ 
able reconsideration of that oi’der. You are allowed 
a very considerable supply of water from the canals 
free of charge, and the tax imposed on the remainder 
is levied at the same rate as that imposed oh other 
municipal towns similarly circumstanced. 

You next ask to be allowed, free of charge, the 
services of the Sanitary Engineer to Government for 
the purpose of inspecting and reporting on a drain¬ 
age system. No fee is charged for the services of the 
Sanitary Engineer, but I cannot promise that you 
may not be called upon to provide funds to defray 
the cost of the establishment that would have to be 
omployed. I understand that a drainage scheme is 
a pressing necessity here, and 1 see no reason why 
you should not make an application to the Sanitary 
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Engineer to have a scheme investigated, so that it 
may be taken into consideration when tho next 
programme of work is drawn up. 

• I am glad that the decision of the Government 
to retain the head-quarters in Cocanada, is a matter 
of satisfaction to you, The name of the new district 
when formed will continue to be Godavari; you need 
therofore be under no apprehension on that score 
either. It has also been decided to make this the 
head-quarters of the District Medical and Sanitary 
officer, so that it is gratifying to me to be able to 
satisfy you in respect of all these three matters. 

I learn from the Collector that the question of 
realigning tho railway so as to bring Cocanada on 
the main line was discussed at a Conference between 
the Chamber of Commerce and the Railway officials 
during the recent inspection. Any proposal of the 
sort would have to be justified by a fairly assured 
increase of traffic receipts. The inspection report 
has not yet come before me, but when it does I will 
look into the matter. 

I shall doubtless have an opportunity during my 
stay here of gathering from the members of the Port 
Conservancy Board, who are more immediately 
concerned than yourselves with the question of 
improvement of the harbour, what are precisely the 
points upon which expert advice is needed and in 
what directions expenditure is required. At the 
present moment I have not the necessary information 
to enable me to make any pronouncement on this 
subject. 
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Nor can. I pledge the Government to any parti¬ 
cular course with regard to the Godavari Valley 
Railway, to which you next refer.' This project is 
at present outside the railway programme and its 
consideration must be deferred for some time, 
pending the settlement of the V izianagram-Raipur 
Railway project. 

As regards the survey of the town, the only 
obstacle, so far as I know, lies in the provision of 
funds. Government cannot come to your assistance 
in this matter unless the interests of Government, 
apart from those of the municipality, are benefited 
by tho survey. 

A grant-in-aid from Provincial funds to enable 
you to give primary education free is, I am afraid, 
out of the question. This is the richest town in 
one of the richest districts of the Presidency, and 
I am not aware of any special circumstances which 
would justify the exceptional treatment that you 
ask for in the matter of educational grants. 

What you say about your difficidties in con¬ 
nection with the repair and upkeep of the iron 
girder bridge shall have my attention when your 
application comes before me. 

The growth of your town is a satisfactory indi¬ 
cation of vitality, and I trust that it will be attended 
by corresponding increase of prosperity, while the 
fact that your needs are ever far in advance of 
income, is a proof that yon have tho desire and the 
capacity for progress. There is no progressive and 
healthy community which does not desire and require 
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more than it can afford, and it is this very circum¬ 
stance which is the main incentive to progress and 
improvement. Everything cannot be done at once ; 
each generation must do its best and leave the rest 
to succeeding generations. I am glad to see that 
your Council has been doing good work, but when 
you complain of limited means you should pay 
special attention to the prompt collection of your 
revenue—a matter in which you have shown some 
failing. You have very interesting and important 
problems of local administration to deal with, and I 
heartily wish you success in the endeavours which 
I am sure you are making with public spirit and. 
zeal. 

Lady Ampthill andl greatly appreciate the kind 
words with which you conclude your address, and 
we earnestly share your hope that peace and 
prosperity lies before this Presidency. 

The Governor had a few minutes’ conversation 
with the members of the District Board and the 
Municipal Council and then drove back to the 
Collector’s residence. 


THE LADY HAVELOCK DISPENSARY. 

The Opening Ceremony. 

At 5 p.m. Lord and Lady Ampthill attended the 
function of the opening of a Women and Children’s 
dispensary. There was a very hrgo attendance of 
the principal European and native residents of 
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Cocanada at the ceremony. Major Pereira, 

District Medical officer, said :— 

Yocjr Excellencies, —I beg to thank you on 
behalf of the District Board, Godavari, for con¬ 
senting to open this institution. The Women’s 
dispensary was first started in 1894 in a rentod 
building, and was put in charge of a qualified female 
Apothecary, Mrs. Hardaker, who is still here. The 
dispensary books show a gradual and a steady 
increase of cases treated, which testifies to the Lady 
Apothecary’s attention to duty, and to the fact 
that the institution is really beginning to be appre¬ 
ciated by the people. In November 1895, the 
late Mr. Rao Bahadur Badam Venkataratnam Garu, 
a leading merchant of Cocanada and a member of 
the District Board, made a liberal donation of 
Rs. 5,000 towards the building of a hospital with a 
view to extending the usefulness of the existing 
dispensary. The District Board then decided upon 
erecting a hospital, and at the wish of the first 
subscriber it was decided to name it “ The Lady 
Havelock Caste and Gosha hospital.” The present 
site was acquired in 1900 and an estimate of 
Rs. 25,000 was sanctioned to cover its cost and 
that of the hospital buildings and Apothecary’s 
quarters. Up to September last Rs. 25,054 was 
expended on this work and the Board has allotted a 
further sum of Rs. 5,000 in their next budget for 
improving the in-patient accommodation. The 
monthly expenditure on the staff amounts to Rs. 183 
and about Rs. 1,000 a year is spent on medicine 
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and contingencies. A female assistant is to be 
entertained as soon as one is procurable, and the 
Board lias also provided for two scholarships each 
of Rs. 25 a month for training women as Hospital 
Assistants. I request Your Excellency will now 
declare the institution open, and give it your cordial 
good wishes for an evei'-increasing sphere of useful¬ 
ness and that it may always remain a valued and 
appreciated centre for the alleviation of human 
suffering. 

HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR’S SPEECH. 

In declaring the building open Lord Ampthill 
said:— 

Ladies and Gentlemen, —Among the various 
functions which fall to the lot of Lady Ampthill 
and myself in the course of our travels, there are 
perhaps none which give us greater pleasure than 
the inauguration of a new hospital. I am glad to 
say that it has been our good fortune to assist at 
several functions similar to the present, and thus to 
witness the institution of much-needed relief from 
sickness and suffering. We are particularly glad 
that our visit to Cocanada has coincided with this 
auspicious occasion and we consider it an honour 
and a privilege to be invited to take part in the 
ceremony of opening the out-patient department of 
your new Caste and Gosha hospital. The need of 
special medical aid for women in India isnow-a-days 
so fully recognised, that I should be merely wasting 
your time if I were to dilato upon its importance; 
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and to do so here would be to preach to the 
, converted. Your Distinct Board recognised it as 
their duty to provide special medical aid for children 
and women so far back as nine years ago ; and steady 
increase in the number of patients who have availed 
themselves of that aid is proof of the reality of the 
need and the appreciation of the boon. I do not 
doubt that the very striking and regular increase in 
the number of out-patients is also proof that the 
Lady Apothecary, Mrs. Hardaker, has done her 
work extremely well. She must have won the 
confidence of those with whom she had to deal to 
secure strikingly progressive improvement. It was 
only this morning that I had occasion to congratu¬ 
late Cocanada on the possession of such public- 
spirited and generous citizens such as those who 
contributed to the cost of your fine water-works 
and-I am glad to find that in this other essential to 
public well-being, a wealthy private benefactor was 
also found forthcoming. Rai Bahadur Badam 
Venkataratnam is, I grieve to hear, no longer among 
the living. I am glad to know that it is the inten¬ 
tion of the District Board to commemorate his name 
and his liberality in a suitable manner. Lady 
Amptliill and I are particularly glad to find that it 
is your intention to associate the name of Lady 
Havelock permanently with this institution, for in 
work of this kind Lady Havelock was ever ready 
to play a sympathetic and womanly part. The fact 
that you have not yet been able to secure a female 
Hospital Assistant although you are willing to 


1282 


FOURTEENTH TOUR OF 


provide the necessary funds, is in itself evidence of 
how much still remains to be done in the matter of 
training women in this country to help their own sex. 
I congratulate the District Board on having so 
promptly devised a remedy for this state of things by 
instituting a scholarship. Lady Amptliill asks me to 
say that she is particularly glad to hear of this— 
you know how deeply interested her Ladyship is in 
these matters—and to add that she regrets very 
much that it has not been possible for the Medical 
College to take in the candidates who were suggested 
by the Dufferin Fund this year as applications came 
too late. Her Excellency joins with me in wishing 
the fullest measure of success and usefulness to the 
institution, which I shall forthwith declare open as 
“ the out-patient department of the Lady Havelock 
Caste and Gosha hospital.” (Cheers.) 


His Excellency next opened the door of the 
building with a key presented to him by the District 
Board. Her Excellencv and the ladies then went 
into the rooms and inspected them. Their Excel¬ 
lencies then drove back to the Collector’s residence 
and this brought to a close the programme of a very 
busy day. 

PITHAPURAM RAJAH’S COLLEGE. 

Cocanaoa, 5 th Dec . — This morning 11 is Excel¬ 
lency, accompanied by Mr. J. A. Cumining, Mr. 
L. M. Wynch, Major G. G, Giffard and Captain 
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R. Dick Cunyngliam, paid a visit to the Pithapurain 
Rajah’s College, and was received at the entrance to 
it by Mr. D. Seshagiri Row, Secretary to the College 
Council, and Mr. Yenkatesvara Row, m.a., l.t., 
Principal. His Excellency was conducted round 
the various class x’ooms where the boys were at 
work; and he stayed in each of the classes a few 
minutes, listening to the teaching of the masters. 

In the Fourth Standard, consisting of little boys, 

Ilis Excellency asked some of them to read passages 
from their English text-book, which they did, and 
he was impressed by the fact that the boys did not, 
in the least bit, feel shy. Going to the Fourth 
Form, His Excellency asked the boys to read some 
lines of poetry. In another class the Governor wit¬ 
nessed the teaching of Arithmetic. His Excellency 
next saw the Library and visited the hostel building 
attached to the College. Before leaving, His Excel¬ 
lency saw the members of the College Council, each 
of whom was introduced to the Governor. 

The school was established in 1852, through the 
exertions of Mr. Prendergast, the then Collector, and 
among its earliest pupils was Sri Rajah Ravu Yen- 
kata Mahipati Gangadhara Rama Row Bahadur, the 
late Rajah of Pithapuram. As the school depended 
entirely oxx private subscriptions, it gradually de¬ 
clined and finally collapsed in 1862. In 1863, how¬ 
ever, through the kind exertions of Mr. Purvis, the 
then Col lector, whose bust, raised in grateful acknow¬ 
ledgment of his interest in the institution, was in a 
prominent niche in the northern block of buildings, 
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the school was resuscitated and was formally 
opened on the 28th October 18G3 by Mr. Morris, 
Collector. The school was located in a rented build, 
hig till, the end of 1 805, when, owing to increasing 
p umbers and the growing popularity of English 
education, the necessity for providing the school 
wi a bmldin B of xto own was felt by the public ; 
and at a meeting convenod for the purpose, the late 
Rajah of 1 ithapuram made a princely endoAvmont of 
Rs, 28,000, and a rree grant of the extensive site 
now owned by the College. With the said donation 
and other funds, the northern block of buildings 
was constructed. The school taught up to the 
Middle School (Standard, corresponding to the pres* 
out Lower (Secondary course, till 186(3, when it was 
laised to the Matriculation (Standard. The northern 
block of buildings was soon found insufficient and 
the western block called “Linton’s Memorial 
School ” in honour of the late Mr. Linton, Assistant 
Collector, who had evinced great interest in the 
welfare of the school, was built at a cost of Its. 7,000, 
of which one half was contributed by the public 
and the other by Government. In a few years, 
the strength of the. school rose still further, and in 
J882 an upper storied house was built at a cost 
ot Rs. 12.000, of which a moiety was generously 
contributed by the hite Mr. Pydah Ramakrist- 
nayya, who was also one of the earliest students 
of the school, the Government contributing the 
other moiety with its usual liberality. This build¬ 
ing was formally opened by His Excellency Sir 
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Mountstuart Elphinstone Grant Du If on the occasion 
of his visit tc tbis town on 3rd March 18S3. The 
School Committee opened the F. A. class inJatiurtfy 
1884, when the institution Was duly affiliated to the' 
Madras University, and styled it “ Tho I’llhap lira m 
Rajah’s College ” in honour of the Rajah, who had 
liberally patronised the institution, and to Avhoso 
munificent endowment its prosperity was due. Tho 
institution is now managed by a Committee, called 
the PithaptiramRajah’s College Council, consisting of 
20 members, of whom the Collector of the district, 
the Chairman of, the Municipal Council, Cocannda', 
the Sub-Assistant Inspector of Schools, Cocnnada 
Range, and a representative of the Rajah of PithcD 
puram are ex-officio members. To place the financial' 
position of the institution on a firm and satisfactory 
basis, and to give it a legal status, the Committee 
registered itself on the 29tli of August 1S92 under 
the Indian Companies Act under the name and stylo 
of The Pithdpuram Rajali’s College, Limited.” 

THE MUNICIPAL HOSPITAL. 

His Excellency next visited the local Municipal 
hospital, where ho was received by Mr. Lychlander, 
tin'- Civil. Surgeon in charge of it. His Excellency 
was conducted round the wards for in-patients, 
which are extremely well ventilated and spacious, 
and where several pictures, the gifts of local resi¬ 
dents, adorn the walls. At the time of the inspec¬ 
tion there were only 22 in-patients, though ■■here is 
provision for 40 beds. Going to the out-patient 
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department, His Excellency was struck by the 
extreme unsuitability of the building in which it is 
located, and he ascertained that it was originally a 
coal shed, which has been converted into an out¬ 
patient department. The average daily number of 
out-patients is only 100, and this was attributed to 
the general healthiness of the place, the death-rate 
in the town being 23’36 per mille. His Excellency 
remarked upon the unsuitability of the building 
used for tho out-patient department, and drew 
the attention of the Municipal Chairman, Mr. K. 
Perrazu Pantulu, who was present, to the subject. 
It is a matter for surprise that, with the number of 
wealthy and philanthropic gentlemen which Coca- 
nada contains, the hospital should be so ill-equipped, 
so far as the building for the out-patients’ depart¬ 
ment is concerned. His Excellency was shown an 
album containing photographs of the patients who 
had undergone operations interesting from a medical 
point of view. 

INSPECTION OF THE POET CANAL. 

From the hospital His Excellency and party 
walked over to the jetty close by and embarked on 
board the steam launch Nancy Lur, a river steamer 
converted into a sea-going boat. His Excellency was 
here met by the Port officer, Captain Woodliouse. 
The steam launch then proceeded along the port 
canal to within a short distance of the bar, the 
Port officer explaining to His Excellency the incon¬ 
veniences caused to the passage of heavy cargo boats 
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in consequence of the bar being silted up very often 
by the action of the natural channel running towards 
the canal on its northern side and bringing sand at 
high water, which silted up the entrance. His Ex¬ 
cellency returned to the port jetty, where the mem¬ 
bers of the Port Conservancy Committee received 
him. At the suggestion of His Excellency, the 
whole party proceeded to the Port office, where 
Captain Wood house and the members of the Com¬ 
mittee explained to His Excellency the difficulties 
experienced by merchants in consequence of the 
constant silting up of the bar, and the measures 
which had hitherto been taken to remedy it, but 
which had proved futile. It would appear that a 
proposal which had been made by Mr. C. Mildred, 
Executive Engineer, to put up a groyne, which 
would prevent the silting up of the entrance, would 
shortly be placed before Government, but that no 
estimate had yet been prepared for it. The mem¬ 
bers further explained that whatever might be the 
cost of it, it could be recovered out of the funds 
realised from the Eanditig and Shipping Dues, which 
amounted last year to Rs. 40,000, expenditure during 
the same period being only Rs. 30,000. It was also 
explained that the whole harbour question of Coca- 
nada resolved itself into keeping the entrance of the 
canal free from being silted up. Inasmuch as the 
well-being of the whole town depended upon the 
maintenance of the port, it was highly essential 
that the large cargo boats, which carried from 500 
to 1,000 bags each, slioud be enabled to cross the 
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bar, which could not bo don© unless the silting' up 
jit the entrance was prevented. His Excellency 
remarked that the movement of sand was uncertain 
and every theory put forward to divert its course 
had been proved to be wrong, and if they did any¬ 
thing to divert the course of the sand, it generally 
produced exactly the opposite result. His Excel¬ 
lency promised to look into the matter when Mr. C. 
Mildrod’s proposal came before Government. His 
Excellency discussed with Mr. Mildred the details of 
his proposal and the manner in which the bar was 
silted up, having a map in front of him. 

The question of improving the bar was not 
brought to His Excellency’s notice either by the Port 
Conservancy Committee or by the Chamber of Com¬ 
merce, but by the members of the Municipal Coun¬ 
cil in the address which they presented to him 
yesterday, in reply to which His Excellency pointed 
out that be would consult with the port authorities 
on the subject and look into it. Hence this visit to 
the port which was not included in the original 
programme. 

In the canal, near the port jetty, was lying at 
anchor the dredger Con-mandel, which lifted, it 
would appear, during the year ending October last, 
a: much as 115,405 tons of sand. It lifts daily 574 
tons of sand both by suction pump and buckets. 

HER EXCELLENCY ANT) GIRLS’ SCHOOLS. 

About a stone’s throw from the college, 
visited by His Excellency this morning, is the 
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Government Girls’ school, which was visited at the 
same time by Her Excellency Lady Ampthill, accom¬ 
panied by Mrs. Cummirig and Mr. Soutar. They 
were received at the entrance by Messrs. N. Pad- 
manabham, b.a., and B. Suryaprakasa Row, b.a., b.l., 
pn behalf of the Prize Committee. This school 
was established so long back as in 1873 by the 
lato Rajah of Pithapuram under tho name of the 
S a mas th an am Girls’ school, and was under estate 
management till 1891. On the death of tho Rajah, 
Government took charge of tho school when its 
strength was 50. It has since developed into a 
Lower Secondary school, and has at present 221 
pupils on its rolls, the teaching staff consisting of 
sevon teachers, including the tailor and the singing 
master. The girls of the Jagannaickpur school, 
too, were assembled hero to meet Her Excellency. 
What with the various decorations, Kindergarten 
samples, and mottoes on the . walls, and what with 
tho gay dresses and the glittering gold jewels of the 
girls, the school put on a most cheerful appearance. 
Two girls entered into a conversation in Tolugu, an 
English translation of which was placed in Her 
Excellency's hands about the unusual activity in 
tho town, the presence of Tlioir Excellencies in their 
midst, and the advantages of the British rule so far a 3 
tho girls arc 1 concerned. Evidently Her Excellencj' 
was highly pleased with it as also with tho songs 
and kolatam that followed it. Several bouquets of 
flowers and camphor-garlands and two frames of 
wool-knit canvas containing “God Bless Lord and 
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Lady Ampthill ” were presented by the girls to Her 
Excellency who expressed herself eminently satisfied 
with the school and its pupils and desired that a 
holiday should be given to the children in honour of 
this visit. 

Her Excellency next'drove to the Timpany Memo¬ 
rial Day and Boarding school, Jagannaickpur. She 
was met at the door by the Rev. H. F. Laflammo, of 
the Canadian Baptist Mission, who is the Manager 
of the school, and introduced to Misses Folsom and 
Corning, the lady missionaries in charge, to the 
Rev. H. B. Cross and Mrs. Cross, and the Rev. 
R. E. Smith, who are members of the school and to 
the teachers, who number seven in all. One of the 
little girls presented Her Excellency with a bouquet 
of flowers, and little Mangamma, the Brahman 
pupil, garlanded her. The children then sang very 
sweetly, after which Her Excellency was shown over 
the school by the Lady Principal, Miss Folsom. 
The very substantial and imposing building, the 
large airy rooms, the beautiful upper storey with 
accommodation for thirty pupils, now almost quite 
full, the well-equipped Kindergarten room and the 
fine view from the roof of Cocanada Bay and 
Port very favourably impressed Her Excellency, 
who expressed her pleasure thereat. All sang the 
National Anthem, and her Ladyship left the children 
delighted with the promise of a full holiday on 
Mond ay. The school was founded twenty years ago, 
and has cost in all Rs. 15,000. There are forty- 
fyve on the rolls, of whom fully half are boarders, both 
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boys and girls. Tho school is entirely voluntary, 
taking no aid from the Government in accordance 
with the policy of the Canadian Baptist Mission, of 
which it forms a part. Children of all denominations 
and creeds are admitted to the benefits of the school, 
which is now teaching up to the Matriculation 
Examination in the Madras University. The annual 
cost of Rs. 6,000 is met from fees in the day school 
and boarding departments and subscriptions amount¬ 
ing to Rs. 1,200 or more. 

the g6dayari district association. 

A Deputation op Ryots. 

At 12 noon, to-day, a deputation of nine members 
of the God&vari District Association waited on His 
Excellency at the Collector’s residence for the pur¬ 
pose of discussing agricultural questions connected 
with the district. At tho interview wore present 
Mr. L. M. YVynch, Mr. J. A. Cumming and Mr. 
DeMorgan, Superintending Engineer. 

The members of the deputation having been 
introduced, Ilis Excellency said :— 

I hope you have understood why I was not able 
to comply with your first request which practically 
amounted to this: that I should discuss with you 
the whole system of the revenue administration of 
this district. That was, of course, out of the ques¬ 
tion. Apart from all other considerations, it would 
have meaut an expenditure of time, which was not 
at my disposal, and we could not have had a satis¬ 
factory discussion unless it continued for several 
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days. Tho reason why I desired to havo an informal 
conversation with you was this: When I find that 
District Boards and Municipal Councils come to mo 
to present addresses I receive them in that form 
because their representations are semi-official and 
admit of direct answers either one way or other. 
There is very little question as to the answers to bo 
given. I study the questions before I come, and I 
give tho answer, and there is an end of it. When 
people who are entirely non-officials wish to make 
representations then I prefer to have conversations 
with them because in that way I learn more and 
get more information. I have, therefore, come this 
morning without cut and dried answers to the 
representations you are going to make. I have not 
gone into them, and all I want is that you should 
merely explain them to me so that I may understand. 
Of course, I am not here to pass orders on the 
spot on what you may say to me. The reason for my 
receiving this deputation is to learn your views on 
tho several subjects that you wish to bring to 
my notice, so that when questions connected with 
what you say come before me officially I may under¬ 
stand them better. 

Tho deputation then proceeded to unfold their 
grievances, which were seven in number. The first 
point they represented was the injustice caused 
to ryots since the introduction of the Irrigation Cess 
Act of 1895 by the imposition of the water tax 
on lands which depended solely on rain water, on the 
assumption that suoh lands must have bonefited by 
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percolation, overflow or involuntary flow of water 
from an adjacent irrigation canal. 

His Excellency explained that the question came 
before Government in July last when the following 
order was passed : “ The Government are so far at 
one with the Board that they would, when a dry crop 
is grown on land saturated by percolation, refrain 
from charging water-rates unless circumstances 
clearly show that without such irrigation the crop 
could not have been raised ... .In case of 
doubts the benefit of the doubt should be given to the 
ryots .... percolation should not, in normal 
season, be assumed to be beneficial and the charge of 
water-rate should be reserved for seasons of drought, 
when the absence of rain renders it manifest that 
without percolation tho land must have remained 
waste or the crops must have perished. The Govern¬ 
ment believe that the viows expressed above will 
maintain what was the custom of the district prior 
to the amending of Act VI of 1S65 as regards 
exemption of dry paddy from water-rates when 
grown on land irrigated solely by percolation.” 

The deputation submitted that the cause of hard¬ 
ship was that there was no unanimous agreement 
among the officers of Government in regard to the 
interpretation to be put upon the word “percola¬ 
tion,” different officers considering different degrees 
of percolation as amounting to beneficial irrigation 
and thus charging water-rate. 

Ills Excellency said that the order of Govern¬ 
ment just read out to them had left no room for 
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doubt. The whole object of Government was to 
prevent litigation and to safeguard Government 
revenue which had been in danger from an easy and 
most obvious system of fraud. He asked the deputa¬ 
tion if the order he drew their attention to was not 
known to them. 

The deputation replied that they were ignorant 
of it, and the Collector informed His Excellency that 
the order had not been notified in the District 
Gazette. 

His Excellency informed the deputation that he 
would cause the order to be promulgated and assured 
them that it would meet all their difficulties. 

The deputation submitted that their object was 
not that tho Irrigation Cess .Act should be repealed, 
but that it should be properly worked. 

The deputation next represented that when 
owing to submersion, they were not able to culti¬ 
vate lands at an early part of the season but raised 
a crop later, the officers of the department charged 
such lands with the consolidated wet assessment of 
first crop—though no such crop was raised—and 
also half tho assessment of the second crop. This 
they considered was a great hardship. 

His Excellency said that the matter had for 
some time been under the consideration of the Board 
of Revenue and would come up for consideration 
before Government. 

The deputation next pleaded for improving the 
drainage canal3 so as to give greater facilities for 
the drainage of the surplus water of the Nizam’g 
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country and some of the villages in tlie upland 
taluks. 

The Superintending Engineer said that the 
Government was annually spending large sums to 
improve drainage canals, and hoped, in course of time, 
to do the necessary repairs for all the drainage 
canals. The estimates ready in his office for im¬ 
proving the drainage in the western delta amounted 
to Rs. 2,33,000. 

The Governor told the deputation that it was the 
interest of Government which had at an enormous 
cost brought into existence great systems of irriga¬ 
tion not to allow them to be spoiled by drainage. 

In reply to their next request His Excellency 
remarked that the closing of the irrigation canal, 
as at present, in the month of May, was a matter 
of the greatest good of the greatest number. If 
their request to close it earlier in the month of 
December and leave it open in the month of May 
were granted, it would seriously interfere with 
navigation and the transport of the materials of 
the Public Works Department and the District Board. 

With regard to the next prayer, not to levy the 
full assessment on enfranchised service inams in 
proprietary estates so as to place them on a level 
with similar inams in ryotwari tracts, His Excellency 
observed that it was not a fair request to bo made, 
considering that the village servants were now paid 
their salaries and that not to levy full assessment on 
inam lands was to impose an additional and unjust 
burden on the general tax-payers who contributed 
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in tli9 shape of quit-rent towards the salary of 
village officers. 

Difficulties in connection with the working of the 
darkhast rules formed the subject-matter of the next 
representation. It was submitted that assessed 
waste lands in delta villages wore sold by auction to 
outsiders to the prejudice of the residents of the 
village. They pleaded that such lands should bo 
given free to the villagers. The result of selling such 
lands by auction led to their boing purchased by 
speculating capitalists to the disadvantage of the 
villagers. 

His Excellency informed the deputation that 
the rule in regard to this matter was that as much 
of such waste lands as was required for the com¬ 
munal purposes should be set apart before any was 
sold, but he could not see any injustice in such lands 
being sold by public auction considering that Govern¬ 
ment, in the case of many villages, had to acquire 
by purchase lands for the communal purposes of the 
village. 

On the subject of reform of the agency for the 
distribution of water Ilis Excellency said that there 
was no necessity for them to make any representa¬ 
tion on the matter, inasmuch as the Government 
had drawn up a scheme which was now before the 
Government of India, and the Inspector-General of 
Irrigation, India, was soon to come to Madras to 
discuss it with local officers. He hoped that that 
scheme would remedy most of the evils of the present 
system. His Excellency took the opportunity to 
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make the following observations :—“ In connection 
with this matter, I should just like to say something 
about your District Association. Your Association 
existB for promoting tho welfare of the people and 
you hope to do so by bringing grievances to the 
notice of Government. That is all right. But in 
order to make your work complete you ought also 
to bring pressure to bear on the people and try to 
teach them. Here is a case iu which you might 
exercise your influence to great advantage. Every¬ 
body knows that the Delta Superintendents are 
supposed to receive bribes. I understand, from 
very careful enquiries that I have made, that these 
bribes are not extorted, but are voluntarily given by 
the people as a mamool. It is quite unnecessary 
that people should make these payments. By doing 
so they are tempting these officers into doing that 
which is illegal and wrong, and they are keeping up 
what is an immoral practice. Your District Associ¬ 
ation will bo really doing good work if you try and 
persuade the people that they need not pay this 
mamool, and what is more they ought not to pay it. 
We are going to try our best to stop tho evil as far as 
it is possible for Government to do. But to root it 
out altogether we must have tho help of the people. 
People must see that it is wrong to give bribes, and 
you can teach them that. We can teach our officers 
that it is wrong to receive bribes. That is what we 
are going to try to do. But we shall never teach 
thorn the lesson unless you, and people like you, 
teach the people that it is wrong to give bribes, I 
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hope you will think over this when you consider 
questions for the amelioration of the lot of the 
people in this district.” 

One of the deputation submitted to Ilis Excel¬ 
lency that though the mamool obtained, the ryots 
did not give bribes voluntarily. The Delta Super¬ 
intendent had the power of distributing water in 
his hands, and he could exercise such power to 
the ruin of the ryot who declined to pay the bribe. 
It was, of course, open to the ryot to complain to 
the superior officers, but before that could be done 
and satisfaction obtained, his crops would have been 
ruined. It was that that compelled the ryots to 
keep up that objectionable practice. 

His Excellency admitted that thore was some 
truth in the statement just made, though he was 
satisfied from his careful enquiries that such bribes 
were more of mamool than the result of extortion. 

After thanking His Excellency for the patient 
hearing he had given them, the deputation with¬ 
drew. 

Levee and Garden Party. 

His Excellency held a levSe at the Collector’s 
residence at 3-40 p.m., and later attended a Garden 
Party given by the Collector in honour of Their 
Excellencies. 

Feeding of the Poor. 

In the course of the day Mr. Basava Reddi fed a 
large number of poor in honour of the Governor’s 
visit to Cocauada. 
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Departure. 

After dinner at the Collector’s Their Excellencies 
and party left for Rajahmundry by special train at 
10-45 r.M. 


EN ROUTE TO THE GOEGE. 

The GodAvare Gorge, 7th Dec .—The business 
portion of the programme of His Excellency’s doings 
in the district having practically come to a close on 
Saturday, an excursion to Godslvari Gorge, which is 
about 55 miles from Rajahmundry, was undertaken. 
Besides affording some amount of welcome relaxation 
to His Excellency in the course of this exacting tour, 
the trip also enabled him to have an idea of the tract 
of country above Rajahmundry, and the nature of 
the river and the lanhas in its upper reaches. Parti¬ 
cularly interesting and useful such personal know¬ 
ledge should be to His Excellency, as he is in charge 
of the Public Works portfolio of the Government, 
so that the trip to the gorge was a necessary item 
in the programme which Mr. J. A. Gumming, the 
Collector, had drawn up for him. 

Their Excellencies arrived at Rajahmundry 
yesterday morning, after spending two very busy 
days at Cocanada, the head-quarters of the district. 
A few hours’ stay at Rajahmundry was all that 
His Excellency allowed himself there, and a start 
was made for Polavaram, en route to the gorge, at 
10-30 A.M, 
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A HALT AT POLAYARAM. 

The journey up the -Godavari was made in house 
boats towed by Public Works Department steamers, 
of which four were placed at the disposal of the party, 
viz., John Mullins , Victoria, Havelock and Helm. 
Those who accompanied Their Excellencies were Mr. 
L. M. Wyneh, Mr. and Mrs. J. A. humming, Major 
Giffard, I M.S , Mr. C. Mildred, Executive Engineer, 
and Mr. F. Arrentage, Superintendent of Police. Pola- 
varam was reached at about 5 p.m. the same day. Mr. 
K. It. V. Krishna Row, the proprietor of the Pola- 
raram estate, had erected a temporary jetty at the 
landing place and had laid out an artificial garden on 
the river side, besides erecting temporary pandals in 
honour of Their Excellencies’ visit. Mr. C. A. Wood- 
house, Deputy Collector in charge of the Agency 
Tracts, received Their Excellencies at the landing. 
A few minutes afterwards His Excellency, ac¬ 
companied by a few of the party, went over to the 
opposite bank where Mr. Krishna Row had arranged 
for afternoon tea in a large shaminno and a shoot 
over Nelakota Ava, a natural lake situated in the 
midst of hills, presenting a very picturesque appear¬ 
ance. His Excellency, went over the Ava on a 
catamaran specially fitted up for him, and enjoyed a 
pleasant cruise on the lake. His Excellency could 
nor get any game, however, as it was too late in 
the evening. The party returned to the Polavarain 
side and had dinner on the steamer and slept in 
house boats. 
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A RIVER JOURNEY. 

This morning the journey was resumed at 7 
o’clock, only two of the steamers, the Victoria and 
the llacelorlc, being employed to.to# up the boats 
carrying the party. The whole way up to the gorge 
lay in hilly country consisting of an unbroken series 
of green-clad hills with the forest verging to the 
very brink of the river on either side. For miles 
and miles up the river, except for an occasional 
dinghey or a country boat, the boats of the party 
were the only things to be seen on the waters of the 
mighty river. As you proceed up the river the 
Gddiivari steadily narrows down and takes a winding 
course, circumventing many a rich lauh> or an abut¬ 
ting hill. In many of the places where the river 
took a sharp turn there were dangerous whirlpools, 
and true to the custom obtaining amongst the lascars 
and tindals, the crew of the steamers broke cocoa- 
nuts in propitiation of the river goddess thamoment 
they approached the difficult spots. Similar honour 
was shown to temples on the banks or on the lankas. 
At about 12 noon we reached the gorge proper 
where the Godavari is a narrow, deep and at the time 
of the visit practically a placid lake. The river 
here is scarcely 300 feet wide from bank to bank. 
In times of heavy floods it becomes a mighty torrent 
against which the most powerful steamers of the 
Public Works Department are said to be unable to 
make any headway. On both sides there are steep 
hills clothed with virgin forest of teak and clumps of 
bamboo with a wild undergrowth of shrubs and forest 



1282 


FOURTEENTH TOUR OF 


grass. In this region as the river takes its winding 
course, one wonders how it is going to find its way 
through what appears an impassable barrier of hills 
in front. No sooner is a passage found through one 
obstacle than another is seen looming ahead. After 
a series of surprises, the party reached the head of 
the gorge at about 2 i\m. and there the boats anchored 
to allow of the party having their luncheon on board 
the steamer. After an hour in this most wild and 
romantic region, the solemn beauty of which is all- 
engrossing, the return journey was commenced. 

The best time of the year to see the gorge in 
all its grandeur is said to be unfortunately also 
the most dangerous to health During the rainy 
season the forest trees put on their most luxuriant 
foliage but while the scenery is most charming to 
the eye, a prolonged stay there is dangerous to 
health on account of malaria. 

We glided in and out of the tortuous course of 
the river and by the time we were fairly out of the 
gorge proper, it was past 5 o’clock; and the golden 
rays of the sotting sun glittered in the deep waters 
of the Godavari and, reflected on the mountain sides, 
they rondered the scene one of unsurpassed beauty, 
ever to be remembered. Later, the sunset effect on 
the waters made them look a sheet of molten gold, 
but as the darkness almost immediately settled on 
the scene, one could not help regretting the short¬ 
ness of the tropical twilight. The party reached 
Polavaram at fi p.jr., where the artificial garden on 
the river bank was beautifully illuminated. 
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A KOYA DANCE. 

The steamers were anchored, and after dinner 
the party witnessed by torchlight the weird dance 
of the Koyas, an aboriginal tribe inhabiting the 
hilly regions of the Polavaram zemindari. The 
Koyas, men and women, jto the number of 120, 
were gathered from different places and were dressed 
in their primitive style. The men had on their heads 
close fitting caps made of hill grass and bamboo, to 
which were fixed bison horns and bundles of long 
peacock feathers. They danced round and round, 
now slackening and now quickening their steps, 
keeping time to the weird throbbing of their drums. 
The women also joined in the dance, swinging their 
bodies in graceful motion as they stooped down or 
stepped back, moving the while round and round in 
a ring and singing songs relating to the story of 

the Mahabharalha. Their Excellencies watched the 
dance with interest and dismissed the Koyas with 
some presents. Before retiring for the night into 
their boats the party witnessed an effective display 
of th’eworks provided by the Zamindar of 
Polavaram. 

THE RETURN TO BAJAHMUNDRY. 

Raja hmundrv, 8th Dec .—At 8-30 this morning 
Polavaram was left for Rajahmundry which was 
reached at about 12-30, after two pleasant days in 
boats on the Godavari. It must be said to the 
credit and organising capacity of Mr. J. A. Cuttiming 
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that the whole of this difficult journey was carried 
out without the least hitch from beginning to end, he 
having been ably assisted by Mr. C. Mildred, the 
Executive Engineer. A mess-boat in charge of 
S. Do rasa w my, the well-known caterer of Madras, 
accompanied the party on the journey to the gorge 
and back and attended to their every want. 

THE GODAVARr HINDU SAMAJ. 

On arrival at Raj ah man dry, Hi 3 Excellency, 
after a few minutes of rest, drove over to tho 
Museum Hall accompanied by the staff and Mr. 
Gumming and Mr. F. H. Hamnett. At the lia'l 
were assembled the elite of the town to witness the 
distribution of prizes by His Excellency to the 
winners in a competitive examination recently held 
under the auspices of the Samaj. Mr. N, Subba Kao, 
the President of the Samaj, received His Excellency, 
and the Secretary of the Sab ha then read the follow¬ 
ing report:— 

REPORT OR THE o6t)A VARL HINDU SAMAJ. 

The Godavari Hindu Samaj was started at 
Iiajahmundry towards the end of January last. It 
has at present on its rolls 54 members. The object 
of tlio Association is, among others, to encourage 
the study of Hindu religion and civilization. The 
Association is the outcome of a general recognition 
of certain undesirable tendencies connected with the 
present system of education. As has been recently 
observed by His Excellency, the President, the 
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study of religion is too much neglected by the rising 
generation of Hindus and the education imparted 
instils an individualistic spirit ’which under the 
pressure of modern competition subordinates in them 
the desire to serve others and to devote their powers 
and capacities to the service of the race. We feel 
with His Lordship Bishop Whitehead that “ the ten¬ 
dency of l Diversity Education in modern times is 
to send out young men into the world with no great 
reverence for the traditions of their own race and 
no special reverence for the traditions of any other 
race and that without reverence, no race and no 
individual can ever lie truly great.” To remedy to 
some extent at least the evils arising from the pre¬ 
sent system of education, we have arranged for the 
delivery of lectures on religious subjects* formed 
the nucleus of a Library and subscribed for some 
journals treating of religious, ethical and philoso¬ 
phical subjects. Further, to encourage the study 
of religion among students, we have instituted this 
year four prizes of the money value of Rs. 76, 50, 
30 and 20 to be awarded to the first four successful 
candidates in a competitive examination in portions 
of the Bhagavad Gita and the writings of Swami 
'Vivekananda. We are indebted to Sri Rajah 
Challayamraa Rao Bahadur Garu, Proprietrix of 
Veeravaram and Kolanka, for the first prize, to Mr. 
T Subbarau Pantulu Garu for the second prize, to 
Rao Bahadur I). Sesbagiri Rao Garu, Vice-President, 
District Board, Godavari, for the third prize, and 
to Sri Kanehuniarti Ramaehandra Rao Garu for the 
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fourth prize, and Mr. V. Kistnasawmi Iyer of 
Madras for two special prizes. The examination 
was held at Rajahmundry and at Cocanada on the 
4th October last and as the notice of the examina¬ 
tion was rather short, there were only 14 candidates, 
which, under the circumstances, wo consider, encour¬ 
aging. Pandit K. Venkatarathnum Pantulu Garu 
and Professor A. Ramalinga Iyer Avargal, m.a., both 
of the Government College, Rajahmundry, kindly 
acted as examiners. Being the first of its kind in 
those parts, the examination was limited to the 
students of the High schools and the Colleges of 
this district and it would be thrown open from next 
year to the students of the Northern Cirears and the 
district of Nellore, the subjects for next year being 
the Bhagavad Gita and the Elementary Text Book 
on Religion and Morality issued by the Board of 
Trustees of the Central Hindu College, Benares. 
The number of prizes next year will be increased 
from four to six, their value ranging from Rs. 75 to 
10. Wo are glad to state that with a view to ensure 
the permanency of this foundation, donations of 
Rs. 1,000 each have been promised by Sri Rajah 
Rao Chellayamma Rao Bahadur Garu, Rajah Boinme- 
devara Bashyakarlu Nayudu Bahadur Garu, Zatnin- 
dar of South Vallur Estate, K. Perraz Garu, Rao 
Bahadur D. Sashagiri Rao Garu, and N. Snbbarau 
Pantulu Garu. Sri Kanchumarti Ramachandra Rao 
Garu has offered to endow the association with land 
of tho annual value of Rs. 20 in memory of his 
deceased mother. The thanks of the association are 
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due to these donors for their munificence. The in¬ 
stitution is in its infancy &ud much remains to he 
done in the way of carrying out the objects in view, 
especially in providing it with a suitable building 
and a good library. 

In conclusion, we respectfully tender our thanks 
to Your Excellency for having in the midst of mul¬ 
tifarious duties found time to give away tlio prizes 
and evince Your Excellency’s deep interest in the 
cause of religious education of the youth of this 
Presidency. 

IIIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR’S SPEECH 

His Excellency, before distributing the prizes, 
made the following speech :— 

It was only a few days ago that Mr. Subba Rao 
asked me to come here to-day and give away tlieso 
prizes, and since then I have had much to occupy 
my time and distract my attention. I have, there¬ 
fore, not been able to give much thought to that 
question of religious education on which no doubt 
you expect me to make some remarks, and I am 
unwilling to commit myself to opinions on a subject 
of such immense importance without the study and 
deliberation which it demands. I might, of course, 
have declined the invitation on the grounds that 
the labours of my tour had reached their limit and 
that I was bound to save up some energy for the 
accumulated mass of w^ork which awaits mo at 
Madras, but I was loth to miss the opportunity thus 
kindly offered to me of showing my sympathy with 
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endeavours of which I had so recently urged the 
necessity. Therefore, I accepted Mr. Subba Rao’s. 
invitation, and I am glad to be here to give proof of 
my interest in that cause of religious education for 
which your Sarnaj has so recently been instituted.. 
I trust, however, that after my explanation you will 
not think that I am here on false pretences if I only 
make a few casual remarks, instead of attempting 
to speak at length on a subject of which I confess 
that I know* very little. 

I am not at all sure that you are quite right in 
attributing the irreligious tendencies of the rising 
generation of Hindus to the present system of Univer¬ 
sity education. You must dig deeper to find the 
causes of those evils which all thoughtful Hindus are 
now recognising, for, unless you find the true cause, 
the very root of the evil, you will not be able to 
extirpate it. If the present system of education 
militated against religion it would be altogether an 
evil system w'hich ought to be completely changed ; 
but I do not think that our present system of educat ion 
is so deeply at fault as that. It is true that it hicks 
the essential element of religious instruction, but I can 
see no reason why religious instruction should not be 
grafted on to it without altering the existing methods 
and tendencies of secular instruction. Why has this 
not been done ? Surely it is because j ou Hindus have 
not felt the need of it or insisted on it. And why is 
this ? Why have you not yourselves provided for the 
religious instruction of the young in the same way 
that your Muhammadan fellow-countrymen have 
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done ? Am I not right in saying that it is because you 
are not certain what your religion is and what it 
ought to be ? If this is so, if I am right in adopting the 
view which is rapidly gaining ground among thought¬ 
ful Hindus, then here is the root of the evil. The fault 
then is not in the system of education imparted by 
Western rulers, but in the modification of your own 
belief, the disturbing of your own religious faith. 
But here again you may say that it is due to British 
influence and rule that those beliefs have been modi¬ 
fied and that faith disturbed. I think also that you 
would be wrong if you cherished that notion. To 
do so would be to presuppose that Indian civilisation 
had reached its zenith two centuries ago, and that 
but for alien invasion no further progress would 
have been made. 1 take it that you would not 
willingly grant that hypothesis and I maj remind 
yon, for your encouragement, that every highly 
civilised country has been through periods of doubt 
and transition similar to your present state. “ In 
every country” says Lecky, the historian, “an 
increase in civilisation implies a modification of 
belief.” But for very natural and obvious reasons 
the modification of religious, belief lies far behind 
the change of belief in other matters and thus we 
find from time to time in the history of nations that 
when the development of the age ha3 left religion at 
a much lower stage there has been a period of un¬ 
rest and even of violent disturbance until popular 
theology has been raised to the same standard as 
other sciences. This, it seems to me, is the present 
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stage of Hindu civilisation, and it is clear that the 
remedy for uncertainty and disquietude is entirely 
in your own hands. Even if India were now under 
Hindu rulers, you could get no help from the State. 
The abandonment of pi’imitive conceptions and 
crude practices can only be brought about by a 
change in the mind and conscience of the people 
themselves. It cannot be doubted that the change 
which took place in Europe will also take place in 
India, but it will depend upon your men of learning, 
enlightenment and influence whether the change is 
peaceful, rapid and sufficient, or violent and incom¬ 
plete. I am sincerely glad to see the practical 
endeavour which is manifested by the institution of 
this Samnj, and I can say this without feeling that I 
am in any way betraying the Christian faith which 
I profess. I will not conceal from you that I hope 
for tho spread of Christianity to every nation of the 
world, but at the same time I would rather see you 
good Hindus than nothing at all. I should have 
greater hopes of converting to my own faith the 
man who believes in one Omnipotent and Omniscient 
Creator of the Universe than him who believes in 
no God, and I have been brought up in that 
tolerance which cannot believe that God’s mercies 
are restricted to a small portion of tho human race. 
There is a striking passage in Mr. Motley’s “ Life of 
Gladstone,” in which he says :—“ Tolerance means 
reverence for all the possibilities of truth ; it means 
acknowledgment that she dwells in diverse mansions 
and wears vesture of many Colours and speaks in 
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strango tongues ; it means frank respect for freed ora 
of indwelling conscience against mechanical forms, 
official conventions, social force ; it moans the 
charity that is greater thau even faith ancl hoped’ 
It is such tolerance that I pray for and strive to 
oh servo. 

Now wo are taught that English and Hindus 
have tho same Aryan ancestors who once lived 
together, spoke the same language and worshipped 
the samo God under the same name, a name which 
meant « Heavenly Father.” The Sanskrit ‘‘ Dyaush 
Pitar ” is the same as the Greek “ Zeus Pater ” and 
tho Latin “ Jupiter,” an equation which Professor 
Max Muller considered the most important discovery 
of the 19th century ivitli respoct to the ancient 
history of mankind. 

Is it then unreasonable to hope and to boliove 
that when the dust and corruption of ages have 
been removed from our civilisation and religions, 
English and IndiatfS will worship the same God, the 
Heavenly Father and Creator of the world, perhaps 
still with differences of form, but. in the same spirit, 
and in righteousness and truth ! But I have said 
more than I intended and possibly I have been more 
candid than I should have been with more thought. 

Your Association has boon formed to promote 
religious instruction, and to that end you begin 
by encouraging the study of the ancient parent 
language of your race, that is a beginning, a 
small beginning as you say, and I think it a right 
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beginning. It is a retracing of your foot-steps to the 
root and origin of things in order that you may find 
the true path and avoid former errors. For overy 
reason I welcome the encouragement of Sanskrit 
learning which is to India what Latin and Greek are 
to Europe. Latin and Greek have been the roots of 
our civilisation and learning; Sanskrit should be able 
to do as much for you as Latin and Greek have done 
for us. I notice with particular pleasure that two 
of your four principal donors of prizes are ladies. 
That is the best of good omens, for it is impossible 
to ovor-estimato the influence of women in ad¬ 
vancing or retarding the progress of cultivation. 
Different though your customs are to ours, you will 
not gainsay me when I declare that you will make 
no change or progress in social and religious reform 
until your women will allow you to do so and 
are prepared to go with you. Your institution is, 
as you say, in its infancy, and docs not admit of 
much comment, but I trust that you will believe me 
when I say that I shall watch its development with 
interest, and that I sincerely wish it success. 

It only remains for me to congratulate the prize¬ 
winners and to express my hope that their present 
Success will Hucourago them to pursue their studies 
and turn them to good account among their 
fellow men. 


His Excellency then distributed the prizes to 
the winners with a few' encouraging words to each 
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of them. He announced that he wished to set a 
personal example to them, and, therefore, had learnt 
from a Pandit his first lesson in Sanskrit that 
morning. He then repeated to the gathering the 
following-couplet:— 

“ Ayam pano vinikshiptah 
Vidvat santhdshahethavd 
Yah eakthdh satliam apnotlm 
Satliyo Jayati Bhdrathd.” 

MR. SUBBA RAO’S ACKNOWLEDGMENT. 

Mr. N. Subba Rao, on behalf of the Samoj, 
thanked His Excellency as follows :— 

I beg to offer to Your Excellency our heartfelt 
thanks for your having condescended to give away 
the prizes on this occasion. We appreciate Your 
Excellency’s kindness all the more, as this function 
was not originally in Your Excellency’s programme. 

We feel that it is duo to Your Lordship’s genuine 
sympathy with the legitimate aspirations of His 
Majesty’s subjects committed to your care that Your 
Excellency was pleased to accede to our humble re¬ 
quest at much personal inconvenience. The prizes, 
though small in themselves, have gained a special 
value in that they have been given away by Your 
Excellency, and we feel sure that this will act as an 
incentive to students to direct their attention to the 
study of their religion. We hope that this infant 
institution, thus honoured by Your Excellency, will 
grow in strength and usefulness, and that its 
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members will put forth all tlieir best ondeavours to 
deserve the honour thus conferred upon them. 

We are deeply grateful to Your Excellency for 
the weighty observations made here and elso- 
where on the importance and necessity of religious 
education which is sadly neglected iu this land of 
religion. We fervently hope that Your Excellency’s 
administration will bo associated with a general 
movement on the part of the people of this country 
to supplement the efforts of Government in the cause 
of education, and bring into existence institutions 
aud academies where the priest and the Pandit now 
trained on indigenous lines will receive the light of 
Western education, and where those now trained on 
Western lines will eomo into closer touch and sym¬ 
pathy and in more harmonious attunement with East¬ 
ern civilisation and its ideals; and that thus this 
ancient land may enjoy the benefits of a happy com¬ 
mingling of all that is good in the West and the East. 


VISIT TO THE ANICUT, ' 

His Excellency then left for Mr. Hamnett’s 
bungalow. After lunch, accompanied by the staff 
and Mr. Gumming, Mr. de Morgan, Superintending 
Engineer, and Mr. Mildred, His Excellency left on 
board tho steamer Victoria to inspect the great .Doyn 
Mshwnram anicut. He first went round Vijosh- 
weram tavka to tho Bobberlanka lock, where ho 
inspected the works and tlumeo prowled ho •the 
head-works of the anicut. Hero he spent nearly an 
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hoar in going over the workshop and inspecting tho 
head sluices with Mr. Mildred. 

THE DOWLAISHWERAM ANIOUL'. 

Tho noble river which enters the district about 
100 miles above the -anient as a narrow stream, after 
passing through the gorge assumes au evor-widen* 
ing course, reaching its broadest at Dowlaishweram. 

At this point the river has been dammed at 
enormous expense with great engineering skill. The 
anient extends from the left bank of the river for 
1,024 yards to the Pitchika lanlca , across which, for 
a distance of 600 yards, an embankment reaches to 
the Halli branch, 954 yards in length, with a head 
sluice and lock. A second embankment of 513 
yards extends across the halli or the Bobberlanka 
to the Maddur branch, 516 yards in length, which, 
by a third embankment of 440 yards, is connected 
with the last or Vijeshweram branch, 862 yards 
in length. This last is joined to tho right bank of 
the river by a fourth embankment of 720 yards, at 
the end of which are constructed a third head sluice 
and lock, thus the total length of the anient is 
3,956 yards or 2] miles, and the total breadth of tho 
river, which in freshes overflows the lanka, is .6,287 
yards, or a little under 3 miles and 5 furlongs. The 
body of the dam consists of a solid, substantial and 
well-protected mass of masonry, resting on rows of 
wells in front and rear. On both flanks masonry 
wings and revetments connect the dam with tho 
mainland or islets and obviate tho risk of tho works 
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being damaged by the floods. The three main 
objects of the system, viz., clearance, irrigation and 
transit are provided for by three separate sets of 
works (the under-sluices, the head sluices and the 
locks) one set on each mainland flank and one at the 
head of the central delta. This great system of 
irrigation works, as is well-known, owes its origin 
to the genius pf Sir Arthur Cotton. It has since 
been extended and improved by a succession of able 
Engineers. Tho river which has thus been bridled 
and restrained in its course spreads its fertilising 
waters over a delta of 2,000 square miles including 
7 :j lakhs of acres of rich rice-growing lands, together 
with lakhs of second crop lands. The total 
length of the canals of tho delta is 503 miles, of 
which 403 are navigable and the length of the dis¬ 
tributaries is 1,914 miles. AH navigable canals take 
off in different directions within 5 miles from the 
anicufc, and by the admirable system of navigation 
grain is carried from almost every field at about 15d. 
a ton for each 100 mile3, whereas by means of 
country carts the same, it is computed, could not be 
transported for anything less than £ L. The ultimate 
cost of the anient works up to Its. 13|- millions and 
is calculated to yield an interest of 19^ per cent, 
on the outlay. Nearly Its. 3 lakhs have been 
spent in repairing damages sustained by the works 
from time to time from high floods. Homo further 
works for improving the present arrangement of 
sluices havo been sanctioned and await execution. 
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The inspection being over, His Excellency and 
staff had tea with Mr. Mildred at the hoad-works 
and then returned to Rajahmundry. 

THE DEPARTURE PROM RAJAHMUND RY. 

After dinner, at Mr. Hamnett’s, the party left 
by special train for Madras at 10 p.m., a number 
of gentlemen, including the District officers, being 
present to give them a hearty send off. 

A word of praise is due to Messrs. C. Brooke- 
Leggatt and Mr. M. Lamb, the Superintendent and 
Assistant Superintendent of the Government Rail¬ 
way Police, who accompanied the party throughout 
the railway journey, for preserving excellent order 
at the station. 


THE ARRIVAL IN MADRAS. 

9 Ih Dec. —His Excelloncy the Governor, accom¬ 
panied by Lady Araptliill and staff, returned to 
Madras to-day, arriving at the Central Station at 
1-30 p.m. The arrival was private, but there wore 
several people on the platform to meet Their 
Excellencies, who spent a few minutes in conversa¬ 
tion with those present before leaving for Govern¬ 
ment House, Madras. Among those present were 
the Hon’ble Mr. J. Twigg, the Ilon’blo Mr. R. N. 
Pragasa Mudaliar, Mr. E. W. Stoney, Mr. S. D. 
Pears, Mr. C. 1L Travers and Mr. L). Ross Johnson. 

The usual salute of 17 guns announced the 
arrival. 





